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Introduction  
This text is intended for the non-church educated who have been either turned off or confused by contemporary 
commercial Christianity.  For me, reading the old Elizabethan King James Version (KJV) of the Bible provided 
little insight because of the dated language.  At the age of fifty-five, an acquaintance perceived that I had 
problems with the Bible's language and showed me a modern translation of the New Testament.  Wow.  It 
caught me off guard.  I had been reading the Bible as an 'adult duty' and was thoroughly expecting that God was
some fabrication of the Catholic Church (I was raised Catholic).  So, I started reading a modern version of the 
New Testament.  It was coherent, easy to follow and a truly cool story.  Much about The Messiah or the Christ, 
same person, was foretold in Bible prophecies hundreds or even thousands of years before it happened. 
  
The Bible was written in many pieces by divinely inspired prophets over thousands of years and finally all put 
together (in English) by England's King James in 1611.  That was five years before the death of Shakespeare as 
a historical bookmark, hence the dated Elizabethan English.  The Bible is historically accurate and well 
documented if historical proof is important to you.  It is to me.  Two readable modern versions of the New 
Testament that I like are; The Message by Eugene Peterson (which is paraphrasing, not translation) and The 
New Living Translation (NLT).  The Bible is a huge amount of ancient historical and, in the case of the Old 
Testament (OT), some of it seems cryptic information.  It is difficult to digest the OT without a lot of advanced 
studies.  A hefty seventy-five percent of the Bible is OT dealing with a few thousand years of ancient history of 
the Jewish people and their unique relationship with God.  Not real interesting for a beginner.  The other 
twenty-five percent of the Bible is the New Testament.  This is where the real action is.  That is, the easily 
understandable information that applies to people today.  Included in the New Testament is a cool and personal 
part that is especially relevant to us today.  That cool part is called the Gospels and it is the stories of the life of 
Jesus.  The stories are told by four guys; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  So, these four guys tell the same 
story in their own words.  The four Gospels represent only about ten percent of the total Bible and once we 
understand what is going on in the background of the story, it is most compelling.  Anything from the Gospels 
will have one of the four Gospel writer's names on it; Matthew, Mark, Luke or John followed by the chapter and
verse.  Jesus is the dividing line between the OT and the New Testament.  Jesus hit the world so hard that He 
divided time in two; BC and AD.  BC is Before Christ, also known as BCE or Before Common (or Christian) 
Era.  AD is Anno Domini or "Year of our Lord" referring to the number of years since Jesus' birth also known 
as CE Common (or Christian) Era.  This text stays with the original BC and AD nomenclature for simplicity.  

This text uses exclusive primary source information to report highlights from and background information about
the Gospels.  It helpful but not necessary if you have already read the Gospels.  So, this is intended to be a 
companion reader for the Gospels, a straightforward explanation in historical context for people who have not 
studied the Gospels.  This text covers the high points and most historically interesting aspects so that the 
reading the Gospels of the New Testament will be fun and interesting rather than a chore.  This will be 
historically accurate and hopefully enjoyable for the reader.  Also, this will not be a veiled attempt to win you 
over even as I would prefer that you would be won over.  This is cathartic energy that I share with you and it is 
because once you see something significant, previously concealed, you can never go back to not seeing it again.

Jesus Who?
Jesus of Nazareth was a humble and peaceful Jewish man.  Being Jewish at that time was a lifestyle, a grand all-
encompassing culture not just a religion.  Jesus traveled around Israel preaching, sometimes a bit cryptically, 
and performing hundreds of stunningly inexplicable acts right out in the open within sight of thousands.  His 
message was to have faith in God or to trust God.  He attracted attention from a huge following of Jews and 
Greek-speaking locals as well as a persistent group of hostile Jewish religious authorities.  Jesus grew up in 
Nazareth, a tiny rustic Jewish town in Israel's northern province of Galilee.  Scholars estimate there were about 
four hundred to maybe a thousand inhabitants in and around the Nazareth area at the time of Jesus.  Nazareth 
was a quiet agricultural town of the day. Israel was divided into two provinces, Galilee in the north included a 
few non-Jewish cities and was generally more rural than Judea in the south which was the location of the 
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capital, Jerusalem and the Great Temple which was the geopolitical center of gravity in Israel.  There is not a lot
of primary source information available on what life was like in small towns in Israel at this time, however, 
there is reasonable information on what conditions were like in the capital, Jerusalem.  The population of 
Jerusalem at the time of Jesus was likely 30,000 to 50,000 and would swell to about 80,000 to 130,000 at the 
three annual festivals.  This was a good size town, mostly confined to within the city walls.  The center of 
Jerusalem would have been dusty and busy on any day except the Sabbath.  It would appear as an abandoned 
city on the Sabbath because, still to this day, Jewish Law forbids any business to be conducted on the Sabbath.  
Other days, there would be the sedate activity of donkeys or oxen slowly pulling two-wheeled carts.  There 
would be many street vendors clustered according to their products, there would be the smell of fresh-baked 
flatbread and scrumptious middle-eastern foods as well as the aroma of wood fires used for cooking and winter 
heat.  Also, there would be a smog of wood smoke over the city from animal sacrifices that were being burned 
at the temple, much worse during the three big annual festivals.  A startling difference of Jewish cities, in huge 
contrast to European cities of the time, there would not be the nasty stench of people who never bathe or wash.  
We would discover that most-foul human odor in all western cities outside of Israel at this time.  The Jewish 
culture initiated western cleanliness.  Romans also were fairly clean, with public baths common in their culture. 
The streets of Jerusalem would be calm, crowded and dusty but free of trash and refuse.  The streets in 
European cities, by contrast, would be clamorous and filthy with trash and refuse, both animal and human.  
Jerusalem was tranquil yet congested with people chatting, bargaining, looking or congregating in small groups.
There were likely spoken fragments of the Greek language mixed with their primary language, Aramaic, lingua 
franca.  Roman soldiers likely caused Jews to step aside quickly to show respect as Rome had conquered and 
was occupying Israel.  At night the unpaved and unlit streets are, of course, dark but also a bit perilous with a 
few street criminals or desperately poor transients either lurking or sleeping on the street.  Inside a house or 
apartment, the living conditions would be cramped and not all that secure.  People could break into a house 
fairly easily.  It is not known how much street crime existed at this time, but clearly there was some because 
there are historical records of courts and punishments.  The misery of the few at the bottom of society existed 
because there was no social safety net, even though the economy was generally doing better than it had done in 
the pre-roman rule.  Rome's policy was to kill-off all resistance and then give the survivors Roman 
administrative benefits of greatly improved infrastructure typically water, sewage, and roads. 

Israel's two provinces, Galilee -northern and Judea -southern were separated by Samaria, a land of people 
similar to the Jews.  More on this ahead.  Nazareth, in the northern province of Galilee, was pastoral and Jesus 
lived there most of his life from an early age into His late twenties, or perhaps thirty when He started His public
ministry.  Joseph, His adopted father or step-father, had to flee from Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, with his 
wife, Mary, and baby Jesus.  They had gone there to register for a mandatory population census and then settled
in there for a year or so.  The Roman king of Judea at that time, Herod the Great, was sending soldiers to purge 
all male Jewish children in the area age two and under because He had heard from some passing 'wise men' that 
the king of the Jews had been born there, a little more than a year before.  So, as soldiers are coming, Joseph is 
warned by an angel of God, Matthew 2:13-18 and the family flees and hides out in Egypt for three or four years 
starting from the time Jesus was about a year and a half old.  Herod the Great would not stand for a king of the 
Jews other than himself.  He remains to this day as a landmark historical psychopath with a potent streak of 
paranoia.  So, there was some drama at the start of the Holy Child's life, although He likely slept, nursed and 
made normal baby sounds while His Mom and step-Dad handled the 'escape and evade capture OP' (operation). 
Herod The Great died of natural causes about four years later, probably kidney failure and gangrene, best 
historical guess.  His standing orders and edicts were repealed and buried with him, and then the family moved 
to Nazareth in Galilee.  I am guessing that all of the king's Jewish subjects were plenty relieved to forget the 
crazy old Herod the Great and get on with life.  As Jesus grew into adulthood, He and His adopted father Joseph
were carpenters and likely did several kinds of general construction in and around Nazareth and in nearby non-
Jewish cities which were being built when He was growing up.  He had four half-brothers and at least two half-
sisters.  His siblings were the children of His mother, Mary, and of Joseph.  Jesus Himself was conceived by 
Divine intervention of the Spirit of God in his mother before she was married and she had "known not a man". 
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Luke 1:34-38 Hence, the "Virgin Mary".  Jesus had to be born without the stain of original sin from Adam and 
Eve, committed at the time when they were ejected from the Garden of Eden.  It is the intervention of the Spirit 
of God which allowed the virgin birth to occur.  Jesus was the holy or sin-free child because He was to become 
the sacrifice for the sins of all mankind; past, present, and future.  In the Mosaic age of that time, all living 
sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins had to be "free of spot and blemish".  Thus, Jesus had to be and was free of 
the stain of original sin.  In a real and historical sense, with the death and Resurrection of Jesus came the end of 
the OT Age or Mosaic Age, aka The Age of Law.  Our modern age is referred to as The Church Age or The 
Age of Grace.  These are dispensations; Divine dispensing of possibilities in different time periods or 'ages'.  
Note; Jesus' sacrifice on the cross made all blood sacrifices going forward for forgiveness of sins obsolete. 

When Jesus started his public ministry, he was about thirty years old.  His message was: have faith in or trust 
God.  Jesus' mission was to offer forgiveness of sins (John 1:29) and the Messianic Kingdom of God to the 
Jewish people.  The Messianic Kingdom is the Prophetic (prophesied in the Bible) earthly rule of The Messiah 
which will last a thousand years. Revelation 20:1-6  At that time, the New Testament had not been written yet.  
There are a lot of Messianic Kingdom Prophecies in the OT some of which the Jews of the time misinterpreted 
so they were expecting a political or military Messiah who would make Israel dominant in the world.  The Jews 
tended to think of God as legalistic and distant.  So, they were unsure of this mild-mannered Jesus as Messiah.  
Their doubt became rejection which resulted in Jesus establishing the Christian Church.  In Israel at that time 
there existed a complex mixture of religious evolution gone bad and corrupt politics which caused a sclerotic 
religious authority to be blinded to the fact that Jesus was indeed the expected Jewish Messiah.  Later when they
realize He is The Messiah; they were publicly intrenched so they fabricate alternate explanations.  The details of
this story will be comprehensively covered in this text, in plain language and delightful primary source context. 
  
Saved into Eternal Life
Why are so many people so enthusiastic about Jesus?  Because Jesus was and is the genuine article, exactly who
and what he claimed to be.  He made it possible for anyone to live forever.  That's right.  Any person at all, no 
matter how bad we've been; criminal, sinner, anyone at all may have eternal life with God and that's a promise 
from God.  How cool is that, especially in your particular case?  Also, the promise is not vague, it is in your 
face and you don't need to be anyone special.  Salvation is a gift, not a reward, for all people.  God wanted it to 
be easy for us to choose.  That's cool with me, I like easy.  Still, who is this Jesus?  Well, according to written 
Jewish archival records of the day, Roman historical texts, biblical prophecies and the Gospels in which we find
His own words, Jesus is a Jewish man who is also the Son of God.  Although He typically used the term "Son of
Man", which means the same thing and I'll explain the term ahead.  Jesus is the only son that God ever had.  
Events in the earthly life and times of Jesus are foretold in the OT, most of which was written hundreds of years
prior and some of it was written more than a thousand years before He arrived here on Earth in human form.  
Every single prophecy has proven true.  Also, the legitimacy of the Bible is highly documented historically; In 
5600 ancient copies of the New Testament, they all correspond to each other with 99.5% accuracy.  Many 
events that were foretold in the OT have already come to pass and there are things currently unfolding that are 
foretold.  Some of these 'foretellings' or biblical prophecies are big doings, worldwide specific events that can't 
be misinterpreted or faked.  Whereas if we look for instance at the writings of Nostradamus, he wrote about 
6,300 enigmatic predictions, most of which have been way off their mark and makes his one correct Pasteur 
prediction seem to me more like luck, not precognition.  Nostradamus also wrote ambiguous horoscopes for rich
or prominent people of his day (the guy had to make a living). His horoscopes like his predictions are 
purposefully vague.  Not so in the Bible where there are over three hundred specific prophecies recorded 
hundreds of years before they occurred.  What do you think are the chances that all of that could have been 
faked or be coincidental?  The Bible implies that we should examine its claims thoroughly so we look to the 
words of Jesus as to how we should live our lives because Jesus gave us all 'the new deal' (I call it).  Jesus gave 
us in a blanket blessing the Holy Spirit's gift of Grace, a two-part 'critical asset package'.  Ask and you receive 
the whole package, forgiveness of sins and eternal life with God not just for the Jews anymore, but from then on
until the Second Coming it is free to anyone who will ask for and accept it.  Grace on Earth has changed 
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fundamental conditions that all humanity lives in.  This is part of the dispensing of possibilities by God.  Grace 
is a really big deal, especially for us Gentiles or non-Jews.  More on the gift and meaning of Grace coming up.
 
The existence of the historical Jesus and His words has stood up to all the scrutiny that cynical atheist 
researchers, skeptical academics and mocking pseudo historians could sling, many times over.  There is more 
primary source, irrefutably legitimate historical documentation on the person of Jesus Christ from eyewitness 
accounts than any other person, ever.  The life and times of Jesus occur concurrently with and the Gospels 
reference well documented and historically definitive events, such as;  

 "Herod being tetrarch of Galilee " Luke 3:1 
 "When Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea" Luke 3:1  
 "The population Census" Likely under Quirinius (kwai-RIHN-in-ous).  Luke 2:1-4 
 "In the Fifteenth Year of Tiberius Caesar" and when "Phillip was tetrarch (TEC-track) in Ituraea (e-

CHUR-rea) and Trachonitis (Trick-o-NI-tis)" Luke 3:1-2  Apologies for those Latin pronunciations. 
These are validated by Roman archival records and there are many other non-Christian historical references to 
the Life and Times of Jesus and I will present some further ahead.  In short, very many non-religious scholars 
have examined this intensely and it can be said with the highest degree of certainty that a Jewish man named 
Jesus did live in Israel at the appropriate time.  Further, He performed hundreds of unexplainable feats (aka 
signs) right out in the open which were witnessed by many thousands of people.  The purpose of His public 
miracles was to authenticate that His words were also true and He spoke the very words found in the Gospels.  
Which brings us to a simple quandary; do you believe Him or not?  If we read the Gospels translated into plain 
modern language, He sure doesn't seem like a wild-eyed crazy or phony cosmic magician.  He seems like the 
genuine article, exactly who and what He claimed to be, the implications of which are spectacular and profound.
But don't take my word for it, let's check it out together.  Cool stuff coming right up.  
         
So, Jesus is the son of God and that brings up the subject of the Trinity or the three persons of God; God the 
Father, God the Son (Jesus) and God the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19  Each one is a different person and the 
three persons function as individuals yet are still one being, God.  So, it is like having two subordinate clones, 
the Son and the Spirit.  God the Father can send The Son or The Holy Spirit out to perform tasks for Him and 
they will do His bidding, working independently, yet as He would act Himself.  Then they return to Him 
because they are part of Him and must return.  So, The Son and The Holy Spirit are autonomous persons of God
the Father.  This is one of those areas where further study is required.  The Trinity is beyond the scope of this 
introductory text.  However, like the laws of quantum gravity; our belief or understanding are not prerequisites 
for the existence of either quantum gravity or the Trinity of God, for whom all of your thoughts and motivations
are transparent, by the way.  I just wanted us to have a peek at or first exposure to the Trinity.  This text stays 
with the easy, cool stuff of Jesus; what He said and what He did, which is plenty mind-boggling.  

There is only one God, God, as they are fond of saying in Islam and it is perfectly true, while the differences 
between Christianity and Islam could not be more glaring.  In Islam, anyone may well be expected to send their 
son to die for some Iman's opinion of the honor of Allah.  In Christianity, God sends His Son to die for you, 
unconditionally.  It is exhausting to try and come to grips with such differences because the same God is; the 
God of Israel, the God of Catholics, the God of Protestants, the God of Anglicans, the God of Islam, Eastern 
Orthodoxy and more.  If there are alien societies of way-smart gray extraterrestrials out there, He is the God of 
them too.  God is the creator of all people and our understanding or belief are not requirements for existence.  
The God who 'raised up' (originated) the biblical Nation of Israel by uniting a bunch of feudal tribes into a 
cohesive force is also the God who created the entire universe in six 'God-days' and rested on the seventh.  This 
could easily translate into thirteen-point-eight billion Earth-years and range over about ninety-three billion 
light-years across in Earth terms (give or take a couple of inches, I assume) that's from inside of space-time.  
The universe is a pretty big deal, as inventions go and God knows all about everything in it; the yet undefined 
mathematical interplay between dark matter and dark energy, where every single molecule in His universe is, as
well as why Plank's constant is likely not a cosmological constant λcdm inside a black hole.  A particle is also a 
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wave and both exist in the same space-time.  Einstein claimed to be confused by that "spooky math" but you 
may be certain that God is not.  God knows why the Higgs boson, the only particle in the Standard model 
devoid of spin, is a lot lighter than it should be and He knows everything about parity violation too.  Change one
quantum item, like the composition of a Quark, which interacts with the strong nuclear force with a Lepton 
which does not and this universe would exist as nonsense matter, nothing like the current form which seems is 
intentionally conducive to the formation of biological life.  Creation and evolution, might not be mutually 
exclusive as they seem in contentious popular notion.  Notice Ebola has not surrender to the hysterical notion 
that it will become airborne.  Fluoridated water has never caused increased cancer risk.  Vaccines do not cause 
autism.  Climate change is not a hoax.  Does science outclass belief or is it up to us to fit the two together 
sensibly as in God creating the universe in six God-days, from outside of space-time?  We are not obliged to 
pick sides in the shallow and polarizing science verses belief debate.  Have a little faith in God.  Don't worry 
about what you cannot fit into your belief system or easily understand.  Do not wear any scientific skepticism as
a Christian badge of honor or membership because ignorance is not a prize.  People want more than anything to 
be 'right' about their little tiny opinions and there is no need to join that childish fray.  Is it any wonder that 
space-faring aliens won't speak to us?  We are likely beyond their 'stupid Quotient', my term for anything too 
stupid to discuss.  I suggest that we believe and trust in both the Lord and in science.   God knows how to justify
them both in each other's rationale, even though you do not.  "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding." Proverbs 3:5  God pays attention to every aspect of your life.  The hairs on your 
head are numbered. Luke 12:7  For God, who knows where every molecule in His universe is, your little tiny 
life requires almost none of His consciousness to keep up with.  In fact, God lives outside of space-time so He 
already knows how it all worked out including our insignificant earthly lives.  God keeps up with everything in 
His Universe, it is not a 'clock-maker's universe'.  He did not wind-it-up and sit back to watch it run.  He is 
running everything in real-time.  Success and joy will be ours; we just need to know a few "rules of the road" 
like learning to wait upon the Lord.  So, if Jesus is who He said He is, then it would follow that everything He 
said is true.  What; every single thing?  Yes, but in the best possible way never a 'gotcha'.
     
God wants us to have eternal life with Him although His offer expires at your death.  All we need to do to be 
saved into God’s eternal life is choose to believe in Jesus and that is the only way anyone can ever be saved into
God's eternal life.  No amount of good works, clean living, helping others, selfless devotion to duty, any level of
altruism or intellect will count towards getting anyone into Heaven.  Not even a little bit.  Good works store up 
rewards for us in Heaven, but the mandatory entrance requirement to claim those rewards is simple acceptance 
of Jesus as your Lord and Savior. Mark 16:16  This life-altering commitment is like an automated mechanism; 
you choose to believe, you're in, you don't and you're all the way out.  However, understanding us better than 
we do ourselves, God provided help for those of us who don't know enough of the story yet to believe.  Read 
the Gospels in plain modern language, which is what this text is suggesting that you do.  The Bible is written 
under Divine inspiration, Proverbs 30:5 and 2 Timothy 3:16.  That means by Divinely Appointed Prophets. 2 
Peter 1:20-21  We may safely bet our life that what God says is true.  After a few reads through the Gospels, 
belief becomes compelling.  After a few more rereads, belief is inescapable, as in; 'Why haven't I seen this 
before?'  Well, perhaps we weren't looking or maybe the books we looked in were worded in a frustratingly 
outdated Elizabethan or Shakespearean dialect that a lot of old-time preachers are just in love with.  Well, there 
are newer and more readable copies.  I'll recommend the Peterson and the NLT for a second time as well as the 
English Standard Version (ESV).  God said; "Seek and you will find." Matthew 7:7-8  That applies to every 
single person not just the cool, the holy or the nerdy.  Every single person who asks and trusts God will receive 
understanding and will be saved.  So, even if you are grudgingly seeking with a strong proclivity to the inimical 
on the subject of Jesus, that is fine for now.  Keep your skepticism.  I encourage you to decide about all of this 
stuff for yourself.  Read the Gospels with this text.  If the proof is not there for you, I will still promise you that 
you will have finally read and understood the introductory 'Jesus file' rather than simply being out of the loop.  
Uncertainty is the natural human place where everyone has to start.  With a bit of study, it gets a lot better.  

Likely, you don't know what God thinks about you or what He thinks about at all.  Does that sound about right? 
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Mostly, it is not for humans to understand the mind of God.  However, we may all understand what He thinks of
us, what His hopes are for us and what He wants to give us.  Mostly because of His Son Jesus' visit to Earth 
almost 2000 years ago.  A hint here is that familiarity with the New Testament leads to familiarity with the 
thinking of God.  Point of order; Any familiarity with God is a hugely more beneficial human condition than 
stone-cold ignorance.  Full stop.  That is personal experience and it is implied in the Bible.  Maybe that does not
register on your personal Richter Scale, still, Divine knowledge not more money is what is required to have a 
satisfying life.  Why do people pursue money, sex, health, and other fleeting things as if they were ends in 
themselves?  It is not possible to get our hands on enough money that we will finally be satisfied.  I know, I 
know, I know, if you could only get your hands on a hundred billion dollars then you would, at last, be satisfied.
Correct?  Maybe.  This text is about a path that leads to a divine satisfaction and not fearing death and it is not 
the path of storing up treasures here on Earth.  That is just a little distracting 'something to do' while we figure 
out what is truly important and anyone certainly can do both at the same time.  That is, we can be a Christian, 
lead a life pleasing to God, still make a good living and there is no need to be a hermit, a monk, a nun or to be 
otherwise impoverished, contrary to over-reactive contemporary Amish or Hasidic philosophies.  
  
Why are the distributions of earthly circumstances including wealth and personal abilities (or "preparations of 
the soil" in Jesus' parabolic teachings) why are these so wildly different?  My guess, not a fact, is that God has 
created different personal circumstances to allow His plan for the Earth to evolve.  I think God wants us to lift 
all people out of their poor circumstances.  This would be part of His plan to make us into the kind of people He
wants us to be rather than the kind of people we want to be, you-know successful.  The hard truth is that God 
does not exist to fulfill our expectations, we exist to fulfill His and if we teach ourselves to do that, we will 
become fabulously successful, way-far beyond what we can imagine.  No Kidding, road map included, read on. 
                               
Recognition of human repression produces antipathy and leaves us personally scandalized.  To ignore it is to be 
complicit.  We all must be engaged to some extent in the pursuit of human justice and equality on the planet and
being Christian is a great start.  Being Christian puts us in a group who work to raise people out of cruel or 
repressive circumstances.  You can work at any level that feels comfortable, but the companionship in the 
meantime will do you good.  I am not the most fervent Christian ever, but I am making progress.  My attitude 
has improved to the point where I am no longer put-off by people using 'Christianese' language although I will 
probably not convert to the sub-culture dialect myself.  We all tend to be protective of whatever privilege we 
have.  Everything earthly is relative.  Heavenly values are Absolute.  Social evolution involves helping to lift 
oppression which is an element of ongoing Christian development.  I sense and the Bible tells us that we should 
all continue to evolve both socially and spiritually.  2 Peter 1:3-8,  1 Corinthians 11:1,  2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 
more.  This life is but a snap of the fingers compared to what is coming after the inevitable death of your body.  
  
God gave His Son as a sacrifice on the cross so that act would atone for the sins of all humankind; ignorant, 
intentional, past, present and future.  Jesus died on the cross voluntarily, He was not a victim, John 10:14-18 
and He did this to pay off our sin debt completely.  Why would He do that?  We can understand the logic of a 
man giving his life for a friend spontaneously as perhaps in combat, but why would God give his son to pay for 
our sins?  The answer is that only God had what it would take to pay that level of debt, Jesus.  In that context, 
we can understand the logic of Jesus paying the sin debt for us because He had the currency, which we will 
never have, so He could afford to pay the debt.  Very nice of Him to do, I will say, since we will never have 
what it takes to pay that level of sin debt.  So, Jesus paid it for us.  When we come to Jesus there is no need to 
be carrying guilt around because everything has been forgiven.  Likely God is not going to lecture us about our 
old sins if we come to Jesus in this life.  In fact, at your judgment I bet He is not even going to bring that up.  
Because when we are forgiven by Grace all sin is history, canceled, gone!  This is what Grace is.  Cool Spoiler 
alert; God is never counting up our sins to hold against us but He does keep track of our good deeds to reward 
us.  An improbability loving God.  Measure the power of God's love for you not by your circumstances but by 
the cross.  "For the Law was given through Moses; Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ" John 1:17  The 
death of Jesus on the cross was to make atonement for 'the sin of the world' and this is the central reality of the 
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New Testament and of all Christian religion.  The cross is the symbol of God's love for us and Jesus' victory 
over death and that is why Christians often refer to 'the Cross of Christ', it is metaphorical, symbolic.  Jesus' 
suffering on the cross is foretold in the Bible, was necessary for man's salvation and was voluntary.  It was 
voluntary is because all sin is voluntary and so too redemption had to be voluntary.  As is our choice of whether
or not to accept Jesus and His Grace is voluntary.  All of that has to be voluntary to be valid.  Point of order; we 
all exist with free will.  Jesus the God-man went to the cross voluntarily in obedience to The Father and to 
perform the redemption that He was sent here to accomplish.  Jesus mentions this several times in the Gospels.  
                     
God's love for us is unconditional; it is part of the dispensation of possibilities that we live in, which is Divinely
ordained.  God's love is like gravity in that it is not visible but is known by what it can move.  So, God's love 
and gravity are both forces of physics that we live in, cannot affect and both are plenty strong stuff.  God’s 
gravity does not care if you believe in it, you are still subject to it.  Well, it is something like that with God's 
love, except He would like to show you His love, favor, give you your heart's desire and so much more that it is 
difficult to comprehend.  God's love is spiritual or soft power and we are trivial and pathetic physical or hard 
power creatures.  Jesus gave us what the Father wanted us to have; payment for our sins and admittance into His
Kingdom.  Acceptance, like the offer itself, must necessarily be voluntary.  Repeating, payment for your sins is 
not valid unless you accept it by accepting Jesus.  I used to feel that God was much too high and sacred to care 
for such a measly creature as myself, but no more because I can now see God's love for us in the cross of Christ 
which is proof to the contrary.  I assumed I had been too bad to be forgiven, but there is a way to Heaven for 
absolutely everyone.  The cross is the symbol and proof that we may be forgiven and made new.  I avoided 
church because there are hypocrites in the church.  Well, there are hypocrites, from the Greek word hypokrites 
or stage actors pretending to be something they are not, there are hypocrites at my job and scattered across the 
neighborhood.  I am simply suggesting we ignore hypocrites wherever we find them.  With some practice, it is 
easy, way-easier than disapproving of them.  Jesus draws people over to Himself by force of love or spiritual 
power as opposed to brute force such as intimidation, coercion and peer pressure which is hard power and is 
brittle.  Many of us have seen hard power tactics used in false religions.  Reject outright any religion which uses
hard power pressure tactics.  Jesus called me to Himself when I was in great ignorance and of no value to 
anyone and He was under absolutely no obligation to do so.  I would not have known the difference.  "No one 
can snatch them from the Father's hand."  John 10: 29.  He who has done this really huge thing for me will 
certainly receive me.  Do you doubt whether Christ will receive you?  Are you baffled or confused by violence 
in the OT as I was?  He is welcoming and His heart is full of love for us.  He has made a way by which we may 
approach Him with confidence.  Humans are existentially lowly and spiritually corrupt.  We are defined by and 
suffer from the need to become better persons while our greedy flesh cries out intolerably to be 'right' about any 
and all superficial human points (self-righteousness).  Very many people would rather be self-righteously 'right' 
than happy, fulfilled, loved or even alive, as in wars.  Self-righteousness is a trait that is a part of our genetic 
inheritance, like our ignorance and 'auto-greed' functions; F1 and F2 on the human keyboard.  Still, we may 
approach the one and only living God without fear.  Think of the cross and don't worry.  Believers belong to 
Christ and Christ belongs to God. 1 Corinthians 3:23  He surely does have all the answers and all things will be 
revealed to you, just not right away.  Also, learn to wait upon the Lord, it is fabulously worth it.  Psalm 27:14.  
   
There is a magnificent physics experiment known as the Before-Before Experiment by Antoine Suarez, director 
of the Center for Quantum Philosophy in Zurich. http://www.quantumphil.org/publications-physics.htm  It 
demonstrates that certain particles are controlled by influences from outside of space-time.  The implications of 
particles in the universe being controlled by a power from outside the universe, outside of space-time, where 
God exists and humans can never go in any kind of physical form is so profound that most scholars don't even 
know what to think about it.  Academic agreement is unlikely to be forthcoming.  Still, the experiment is, as it 
was intended to be, a cool indicator and it does tend to support with actual hard science the existence of God 
making up the rules which we don't fully understand, from outside of space-time.  So, whereas man is getting a 
tiny amount smarter, still it doesn't seem to me like we will be able to figure everything out in the time we have 
remaining before events of the End Times sweep over the Earth.  The End Times are covered further ahead.  
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The Gospels
A Gospel (gōd spell or good news, Middle English) is a text that describes the life of Jesus.  The four Gospel 
writers mentioned; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have been thoroughly vetted and are undeniably legitimate. 
There are other gospels, like Thomas' not even written by Thomas or the Gnostics, both are excluded from the 
Bible.  The Gnostics are heretical, saying Christ did not come in the flesh and that only the Gnostics with their 
esoteric knowledge can be saved.  Also, the Apocrypha contains glairing historical and chronological errors 
which are in conflict with actual canonical scripture and so it too is also excluded as non-eye-witness text.  The 
Gnostic Gospels and the Apocrypha are invalid.  Full stop.  So, we look to only the original Gospel writers; 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John since they are the only Gospel writers whose work is irrefutably authenticated. 

Mark, likely retelling the stories of Peter his post-Jesus evangelical traveling companion, seems to have written 
the first Gospel with Mathew and Luke likely having seen Mark's version, agreed with it and were subsequently
influenced by the style.  Also, it is only Luke who puts his Gospel in chronological order.  Luke 1 in the first 
few verses; "…having traced the course of all things accurately from the first, to write unto thee in order."  So, 
it is only Luke who records things in sequential order and this text always follows his timeline because the 
correct chronology of events provides a more insightful and logical story flow.  Presenting the story in actual 
order of occurrence is helpful to perceiving the motives and reasoning processes of the players.  Without the 
Luke chronology, people would be arguing endlessly about what happened when and the Luke chronology 
invalidates that tiresome human practice in the Gospels.  The other three Gospel writers do not present their 
material in chronological order which is extremely confusing if you are starting out as unaware of that.  Also, as
it turns out, Mark and Luke are two of the four Gospel writers who were not physically with Jesus during His 
three-plus years of public ministry.  We can see from the wording in Luke's Gospel that he is telling the story by
interviewing others, from other people's points of view.  John was the last of the four to pen his Gospel and he 
was especially interested in the exact words that Jesus spoke, even more than His deeds it seems to me.  John is 
the go-to-guy for the exact wording of what Jesus said.  All four are way-cool for individual reasons.  The 
accounts of Mathew, Mark, and Luke are known as the Synoptic Gospels (synopsis or common view) because 
they are similar in style and in the content of what they say.  It is most convenient to look at all four accounts in 
a side-by-side chronological format, known as a Harmony of the Gospels.  So, the Synoptics refer to Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke.  Something reported 'across the Synoptics' means that all three have reported on the subject.  
Some topics are reported on by only one or two of the Synoptics.  Sometimes all three plus John report on the 
same subject, which I think of as sort-of a grand slam.  It is most helpful to have a Harmony of the Gospels for 
study.  The side-by-side chronological format is enormously helpful.  I recommend you get one maybe in NIV 
or ESV.  This will save you a few million hours of deciphering the 'when' of anything in the Gospels and 
mercifully this removes the detective work which we never volunteered for in the first place.  

Some Christians say that in Mark, more than in the other Synoptics, Jesus hides his Messianic identity.  Maybe, 
but I see larger points, like when Jesus exorcises (drives out) demons, they recognize Him and refer to Him as 
the "Son of God" and He usually commands them to be silent Mark 3:11-12, Luke 4:41, and more.  This is 
reported across the Synoptics and I think He does not care to have the unclean spirits speaking His identity out 
loud in public.  He will take care of His public identity Himself.  My guess is He personally does not want any 
association with demons and there is also a Messianic aspect to this.  In the first half of the Gospels, Jesus is 
openly claiming to be The Messiah and it would be inappropriate for people to think that He needed demons as 
corroborating witnesses.  It seems likely that on a personal level He wants no association with any of these foul 
creatures and as The Messiah, He rejects the incidental demon testimony as His Messianic character must 
remain above reproach.  His deeds, not demons will testify for Him.  He does sporadically engage in concealing
His Messianic identity but not consistently until after His official rejection by the Nation of Israel.  The 
rejection of Jesus' Messiahship is the biggest and the most distressing event in His life, after His Crucifixion 
death.  Also, after His official rejection and on the same day He will dramatically alter his teaching method.  He
will no longer teach with straight forward wording and reasoning, but will only teach in parables, concealing 
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His meanings in symbolism which He usually explains to His disciples in private.  In Matthew, we can see the 
changeover to His teaching in parables quite clearly.  From Matthew 13:10-11 we may conclude Jesus' 
parabolic teaching began on the exact day of His rejection; "The disciples came and said unto Him: Why do you
speak to them in parables?"  Because on this very day He has just started to speak exclusively in parables.  This 
occurs far ahead in the story and I only mention it here to make the point that the day of His rejection and 
exclusively parabolic public speaking is plainly seen in Matthew.  Also, restating it is only Luke who presents 
the Gospels in actual chronological order.  Apart from Luke, one may never be certain in reading the Gospels 
what part of the timeline you are reading; where on the story's timeline does any occasion actually take place?  
That is answered for us all and a Harmony of the Gospels presents everything in chronological order.  Some 
have the benefit of delightfully perceptive commentary.  I like A.T. Robertson's insightful comments and 
colossal scholarship, expanding (his father-in-law's) John A. Broadus' landmark Harmony of the Gospels.  
  
Politics and Historical Background
Israel was originally known as Judah in the south and Israel in the north.  It was all renamed 'Palestine' by Rome
in about AD 132 after the Jewish-Roman Wars, which destroyed the Nation of Israel.  Rome conquered the 
entire western world, sweeping aside all other powers including tiny Israel in 63 BC.  Israel is the same little 
piece of real estate that has experienced so much contentious history over the last five thousand years.  Today 
Israel is about eight thousand square miles or roughly an area equivalent to the state of New Hampshire with a 
different silhouette.  Anyone living there in modern times, in between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan 
River could have been considered Palestinian prior to 1948.  However, masses of Jews moved back to their 
ancestral land after and because of WW2 and now incredibly strongly consider themselves to be Israeli.  Thus, 
the same land has two identities.  We all know that today Israel and the Palestinian territories are lands of a 
sharp political and social divide with discordant populations in close proximity who intensely consider 
themselves of core different nationalities.  Notice the parallel vis-à-vis the Jewish dilemma in Jesus' day and the
Jewish dilemma today.  It was the Jewish/Roman dichotomy in Jesus' day.  The struggle for dominance/freedom
fueled a Jewish/Roman schism and today there it a parallel Jewish/Palestinian political fault line except this 
time the Jews are dominant.  Jesus was a Jew.  The Jewish culture has always been dominant in Israel.  Jewish 
culture is far more invasive than just a religion and at the time of Jesus, it had produced a complex sociological 
and political snake-pit.  Sorry about that, but we must know the "facts on the ground" before the life and times 
of Jesus can be appreciated.  It is interesting historically, well worth a couple of pages for a simple overview.  
Jesus' life is just too momentous to be appropriately considered apart from the historical and the contextual.  

Seven hundred years before the time of Jesus, ancient Israel was divided into; Judah the southern kingdom, later
renamed Judea and Israel, the northern kingdom, later renamed Galilee.  The northern kingdom was conquered 
by the Assyrians in 722 BC and endured a military occupation which became a resettlement of soldiers.  This 
created the land known as Samaria with an interbred population of Jews/Assyrians who were the 'Samaritans' 
750 years later at the time of Jesus.  The word captivity used in reference to the northern kingdom refers to the 
military occupation which became a resettlement.  One hundred thirty years after the Assyrian 'immigration' had
blended into the Jewish population of the northern kingdom, the Southern kingdom of Judah is conquered by 
the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar II in 586 BC.  However, there is no extended occupation of the 
southern Kingdom.  Instead, they destroy Jerusalem, the Jewish first temple (Solomon's Temple) and take gold 
and slaves back home.  So, there are two captivities referred to in Jewish history.  The northern captivity occurs 
first and becomes an occupation of the land with a resettlement of soldiers being absorbed into the population.  
The southern captivity refers to the enslavement (70 years; Jeremiah 25:9-12) of a large group of Jews in a 
foreign country, Babylon (today Iraqi).  The Babylonian influence can still be seen in the manner in which the 
Hebrew calendar closely resembles the much older Babylonian Calendar, which preceded it by two thousand 
years.  A few hundred years later still, both the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel are re-conquered by 
Alexander the Great and thus did another culturally potent and prolonged (270 year) period of 
occupation/influence begin, this time by the Greeks.  This time is known worldwide as the Hellenistic period as 
Greece was known as Hellas and Greeks themselves as Hellenes.  So, at the time of Jesus, there was a large 
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population of local non-Jews who speak Greek as their primary language not only in Israel but throughout all of
Asia Minor.  Historical references to Greeks can be referring to Greek-speaking local non-Jews, not necessarily 
Greeks from what we consider to be Greece today.  The Greek occupation ends with the military emergence of 
Rome.  The rapacious Roman Empire conquered everything in the western world and specifically tiny Israel in 
63 BC.  So, at the time of Jesus, Israel is under the Roman military occupation and had been for about ninety 
years.  The ministry of Jesus occurs at about AD 30-33.  So, by the time of Jesus, Jews had lived in the area of 
Israel for more than 2000 years and much of the time there were wars, both external and also inter-Jewish.  The 
Nation of Israel was well established.  The Jewish culture was well established although there persisted a large 
non-Jewish (Samaritan) area in the north as a result of the Assyrian war and occupation/resettlement.  Rome had
conquered most of the western world of the day and was administering their conquered lands.  Israel, more than 
any other Roman province, violently disapproved of being under the direct ironfisted military control of Rome.  
Rome's policy at the time was to collect taxes on conquered peoples, citizens were not taxed and to allow them 
to remain culturally intact.  There was nothing intrinsic to Roman culture which would have caused them to 
want to destroy Judaism or any of their client states because they were being financially supported through the 
taxes which they levied on them.  Israel's destruction in AD 132 was a direct result of multiple poorly 
considered and miserably failed Jewish military rebellions against Rome.  More on that ahead.  

Rome, seemingly as interested in the appearance of hegemony as their actual primacy, installed their choice of 
kings throughout the Roman empire.  Kings like Herod the Great and Pontius Pilate in Israel and these kings 
had enough Roman soldiers garrisoned there at their permanent disposal to maintain order and enforce 
discipline.  Israel was allowed to maintain its culture and religion as long as they played along and collected 
taxes for Rome.  Taxes were collected in a most diabolical manner which the Romans enacted to help them 
dilute the potent Jewish culture.  Rome collected taxes using local Jewish men who had to actually purchase the 
job.  Jews referred to Tax collectors as 'Publicans', a pejorative.  A Jew would buy the job because they were 
allowed to over-tax the locals and keep the difference.  So, Publican Jews cheated working class Jews to 
become rich, although they were detested and ostracized from Jewish society.  Jesus called a tax collector to be 
a disciple and the guy (Matthew) instantly walked away from his valuable tax collector job and followed Jesus.  
             
Often a local Roman king would be outwardly sympathetic to the conquered peoples to promote détente and 
reduce hostility to his rule.  Herod the Great, from a prominent Edomite family, was half-Jewish, but eagerly 
converted to Roman thinking at an early age and then later when he became king, he nefariously proclaimed his 
Judaism for appearance's sake.  He was a prolific builder and among other grand projects, he commissioned the 
building the second Jewish temple although likely with Jewish money.  What he did was replace the temple that
Ezra had built after the Babylonian destruction of Solomon's (the first) temple.  So, it was Ezra's temple that 
was dwarfed and greatly expanded by Herod.  Roman architecture was the most advanced of the ancient world. 
The temple was indeed grand, fully palatial by any standards and the Jews loved it.  In their temple rituals, the 
worship of God briefly vanquished political realities of the day, an opiate that King Herod was well aware of.  
This temple was the origin of the terms 'Herod's Temple', 'The Great Temple', or the 'second Temple' although it
was actually the third temple to be built on the same spot (Solomon, Ezra, Herod).  Also, this is when the term 
Herodian or anything having to do with Herod comes into common usage.  The term Herodian is used in the 
Gospels and refers to Jews at the time of Jesus who advocated cooperation with King Herod.  Most Jews at this 
time did not feel cooperative towards Herod, even though they likely had to be.  Herod the Great was evil and 
profoundly paranoid.  Only suspecting his favorite wife, Mariamne, (may-YAUM- me) a Hasmonean princess, 
of infidelity he had her and her mother executed.  He executed two or three of his sons when momentarily 
suspicious of them.  How very Roman of him, a man of some delusion.  When Caesar heard of the execution of 
the second son, he quipped it would be safer to be Herod's pig than his son.  A bit of sardonic Roman humor.  
Herod’s pretense was to be Jewish, so he would not kill or eat pigs for the sake of appearances anyway.  

The Jews of this time maintained their long-standing identity as the biblical chosen people of God, despite the 
brutal Roman military occupation.  Also, Israel itself was a severely repressive Theocracy, declaring God as the 
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supreme civil authority.  So, both the invasive Jewish culture plus the Roman military occupation with its taxes 
was suppressing most Jews.  God had always been in Israel.  The Spirit of God had been present in the Ark of 
the Covenant.  This was a gold-covered wooden chest that God directed to have made way back in 1480 BC, 
Book of Exodus.  The Ark housed the stone tablets bearing the Ten Commandments, not suggestions, and a few
other relics.  Moses is said to have communicated with God through the Ark.  The Ark of the Covenant was the 
most precious and potent religious artifact to have ever existed.  In the time of King Solomon, the Ark was 
placed in the First Temple in Jerusalem which was destroyed four hundred years later by the Babylonians in 586
BC and the Ark vanished, likely the gold was scavenged, at that time.  By the time of Jesus some six hundred 
years further ahead, there existed Herod's Temple or the Great Temple of the Gospels.  Many Christens remain 
eternally hopeful that the Arc was not destroyed but was perhaps buried at Qumran or spirited away to Africa or
Oak Island Nova Scotia but of course, we just don't know; hidden or destroyed as of this writing.  

To answer complex religious questions or resolve civil disputes, not specifically found in the written Jewish 
Law, Israel established, in the 3rd century B.C, a ruling class of religious authorities, their best and brightest 
scholars.  These religious authorities were known as the Pharisees and they were Rabbis who undertook 
additional life-long education in something called the Tradition of the Fathers or Tradition of the Elders.  These 
were oral laws which they themselves had contrived, good work if you can get it.  The Pharisees considered 
themselves the 'people's party'.  They taught Moses' written Law and kept their Tradition Laws, but as oral laws 
only.  This gave them an eternal job learning and passing along these laws and they were themselves fanatically 
strict in conforming to their laws, except where they had fashioned secret escape mechanisms around the laws.  
More on that ahead.  Also, there was a competing group of less religiously strict rulers, the Sadducees who were
the most wealthy, old-money and conservative leaders.  The Sadducees rejected the Oral Tradition of the Elders
and favored some political cooperation with Rome.  More on both of these religious authorities ahead. 
   
Making life even more Byzantine for the Jewish masses in Israel at the time of Jesus, the Jewish religious and 
legal systems were one and the same.  This legal system was known as the Sanhedrin.  It had originated from 
the Hasmonean court in Israel at around 76 BC or slightly early.  This Sanhedrin (or assembly) of judges 
became largely corrupt by the time of Jesus.  They held trials of Jews for all manner of religious and civil 
infractions.  That is a lot to swallow.  On top of that, the Pharisees and the Sadducees were competing religious 
rulers and battled each other politically for ruling control.  Yet at the same time, they fragmented into sects, 
divided over trivial variations of the Jewish Law.  Now enter Jesus when the ruling classes had long been power
ravenous and out of control, the scene rife with human duplicity and hypocrisy.  Of course, such competition for
power never benefits the common people who were struggling.  However, the Pharisees and Sadducees were 
personally not struggling.  They had made themselves more and more rich and powerful.  The Sadducees ran 
the central Temple complex in Jerusalem which is where they derived their power and money from.  The 
Sadducees became more corrupt and wealthier by exploiting the ordinary Jews at Temple over whom they had 
authority, while the Pharisees used the Jewish Law, which they kept adding to, covertly padding it with escape 
mechanisms.  In this, we see the Pharisees entrusting themselves for much needed systemic reform; the very 
people who require the reform and such deceptions were pernicious.  This also made certain that the ordinary 
Jews would never be able to measure up to Pharisee standards.  They memorized the tens of thousands of oral 
laws which gave them high paying jobs as authorities on the Law.  So, both the Pharisees and Sadducees are 
corrupt, stressing-out the non-combatants and of course Israel was also under the Roman military occupation.  
Well, power corrupts and, spoiler alert, the greedy Jewish authorities proved toxic not helpful to Jewish culture. 
    
Also, at this time there are two high priests.  Annas had been the high priest until the Romans had removed him.
This may have been a routine replacement so Rome could have their man, more beholding to them in power.  
Yet, Annas was still unofficially considered high Priest by most of the Jews because high priests were appointed
for life and thus did the Jews keep one of several silent protests against Roman authority.  So Annas still has 
power behind the scenes.  His son-in-law, Caiaphas had been appointed by Rome after him and was the official 
high priest at all public functions.  This is how the two of them are linked and whereas they were to some extent
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political opponents they were not outright adversaries as the situation had been forced upon them.  In fact, the 
greedy in-laws will become enthusiastic co-conspirators in the execution of The Messiah later in the story.  

At this time, it was the Sadducees who were running the temple complex in Jerusalem and they were noticeably 
more rich and powerful than the Pharisees, the next lower Jewish authorities.  This was the Sadducee clan of 
Annas who were intrenched in power because Annas, during his tenure had installed his sons as treasurers and 
his sons-in-law as assistants and on and on such that their pretense of respectability had worn thin with locals.  
Possibly some were devout and blinded by the insidiousness of their ways.  If you were born into a Sadducee 
family that was pulling in huge bucks through open criminal activity, corruption and your family's complicity 
might seem vague and not so wicked to you as in the cinematic God Father's Michael Corleone family 
depictions.  Among ordinary Jews, resentments were right out in the open.  We read in the incidental texts from 
the Jewish colonies at Elephantine and Qumran bitter complaints against the "Bazaar of the Sons of Annas".  
This meant the Jerusalem 'temple complex operation' which carried on a criminal money-making syndicate and 
practiced all manner of extortion, brutality and coercion, anything that Annas and his extended Sadducee tribe 
could make money on.  The Sadducees ran two primary scams at temple; The First scam was they charged an 
inspection fee for all sacrifices and then they would 'discover' fault with your animal.  The temple official would
find imaginary fault with your animal so you would be forced to buy one of theirs; So, your lamb is disqualified
but I'll sell you one of our preapproved ones over there in the corner for maybe ten times what it's worth.  Well, 
if you just walked five days to get to Jerusalem to make your annual temple sacrifice, are you going to go back 
home to get another lamb?  Especially when you consider that your next lamb would be just as disqualified for 
trumped-up reasons.  The Second scam was making huge profits on the changing of money.  Jews had to use a 
specific Jewish coin to pay the temple tax, once a year at Passover.  These coins were scarce and the temple had
most of them hoarded.  Because of more than ninety years of Roman domination, the overwhelmingly common 
coinage in use was Roman, which Jews were not allowed to use at temple.  So, you would have to buy the old 
Jewish coin at temple.  After you over-paid for this Jewish coin, you had to put it right back in the temple 
treasury as your tax and where they would sell it back to you next year.  The other Jewish authority, the 
Pharisees, could not displace this Sadducee mafia-esque family because they represented a disproportionally 
large amount of the total religious authority and they were fully entrenched as temple kapos and enforcers.  
Annas and his Sadducee tribe hoarded temple money and power at the time of Jesus and this included his son-
in-law, Caiaphas, the official high priest.  This is the authority that Jesus directly threatened with his teachings.  
They understood Jesus’ threat and successfully conspired to have Him put to death as if He were an anti-Roman
threat.  All this was occurring when ordinary Israelis were stressed under Roman military occupation, the 
corrupt religious kapos and, I am not exaggerating, life was even worse than that for working-class Jews.  Such 
political balancing acks often prove untenable long term and such will be the case here.  
  
In this difficult historic period, Jewish identity was maintained through Spiritual conviction.  One of the ways 
this was expressed was through Covenant theology.  There will be a more complete explanation of the biblical 
Covenants later, but briefly, Covenants are promises or contracts between God and a group of people that are 
revealed in Scripture.  There are seven (there are a lot of sevens in the Bible) Covenants in the Bible, six in the 
OT, two of which are universal, four are Jewish and the seventh one, Jesus' Grace, is in the New Testament and 
it is also universal.  Now, you cannot make up or bargain yourself a Covenant with God, even as many people 
have imagined that they can.  Only God can initiate the offer.  Also, three of the four Jewish Covenants are 
unconditional and partly unfulfilled, a really big deal covered later when we talk about the End Times.  The 
unconditional Covenants don't require the Jews to do anything in return, a really good deal for them.  Restating, 
people cannot initiate a Covenant with God.  That is not the way He works.  There is no quid pro quo with God 
that originates from our side.  Any non-fanciful covenant must originate from God's side and must be revealed 
in Scripture.  Do not bother trying to bargain with God, just trust Him.  The Jewish Covenants meant that God 
had selected the Jews as his special people to play an exclusive role in the history of the world.  Before Jesus 
and the blanket gift of Grace or The New Deal as I like to call it, salvation could only be achieved by being 
Jewish and appropriate worship was confined to the temple in Jerusalem.  This was the Mosaic Age which 
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began with the giving of the Ten Commandments, not suggestions, to Moses at Mount Sinai (not the temple 
mount) and lasted until the Resurrection of Jesus, about 1500 years.  When the Jews rejected Jesus as Messiah, 
they lost some of the exclusive status given them in the OT.  Still, those specific unfulfilled covenants must be 
fulfilled.  The death and Resurrection of Jesus marked the end of the Mosaic Age or the Age of Law and the 
beginning of what I call 'the modern age' even though it started almost 2000 years ago.  Our modern age is 
known as the Church Age, because of Jesus' Church, the Christian Church and also known as The Age of Grace 
or the time between the first and Second Coming of Christ.  Grace is the seventh Covenant, a dispensation that 
Jesus established after His Resurrection.  Grace created a new human condition that had never existed prior to 
Jesus.  Grace is for all people on the earth, although the Jews obstinately do not believe in Grace.  More ahead.  
  
At the time of Jesus, the Jews were expecting a prophetic Messiah who would be King and usher in a time of 
justice and peace.  A Messiah whom they thought would overthrow Rome and set them free.  However, that part
about the overthrow of Rome is not in any biblical Covenant.  The Messiah setting them free is in the OT, in 
Zechariah 9:8-11 and Daniel 2:44 both of which are surely military prophecy but they were never about 
freedom from Rome.  The Jews expected The Messiah to bring about a dramatic reversal of fortunes for Israel 
when He set up the Messianic Kingdom.  No longer would they be subjected to oppressive military rule by 
foreigners because The Messiah would fix that.  He would bring peace, justice, prosperity, and freedom, they 
were assuming from Rome.  This was a critical consideration in the Jewish Nation's expectation and their initial 
rejection of Jesus as The Messiah.  This guy Jesus had simply shown-up with a few buddies and no army with 
which to defeat Rome, openly claiming to be The Messiah. John 10: 22-30  What do you bet it didn't look to the
Jews like this Jesus could overthrow the Roman Empire anytime soon?  Well, The Messiah was supposed to set 
them free from sin, not Rome.  Point of order; Of all the Gospel's characters, it is only Jesus and John the 
Baptist who intrinsically realize that Jesus was here to save Israel from sin, not from Rome, John 1:29-34.  But 
the Jews were perceiving more of what they needed to see in a current, practical sense.  Also, there had been 
Messiah pretenders and wannabes who had come to bad ends. Acts 5:36-37  Messiah pretenders even rating 
historical notation is an indicator of how distressed Israel was to see their actual Messiah and some Israelis had 
been led astray by the fakes.  The bogus Messiahs had been a big enough deal that no one was eager to follow 
another one.  Plus, there were differing perceptions of the mission and role of The Messiah that were not 
specifically nailed down in the Bible.  Some thought that The Messiah would establish an independent Jewish 
Kingdom here on Earth.  Others thought He would establish a heavenly Kingdom at the end of the world, which
many Jews believed was imminent.  However, just about every Jew was expecting that The Messiah would 
overthrow the Roman Empire, even though that part is not mentioned anywhere in the Bible.  How could The 
Messiah possibly set them free, which was mentioned, if He did not overthrow Rome?  Can you see how they 
might have felt that way?  Religion, politics and Civil Law were profoundly intertwined in Jewish culture and it 
is still that way to this day.  Judaism has always been an all-consuming lifestyle, not just a religion.  Well, Jesus 
was not here to vaporize Romans for them, much as that would have cheered them up.  He had a radically 
different teaching regarding freedom, which was so much larger than vengeance that the religious rulers and the
locals could not even get their minds around it.  How could it be that this Jesus, this one single Jewish man of so
long ago, with no money and no army, who practiced a public ministry from about AD 30 to 33 stood the entire 
world on its ear and continues to do so to this day?  Read on, The Jesus news is about to get plenty hot. 
   
The Roman occupiers established a two-level system of control over Israel; They appointed Jewish managers to 
apply control in the name of Rome.  As with the tax collectors or Publicans, this encouraged the Jews to focus 
their resentment on the traitorous kapos or prisoner functionaries among their people, a far more serious sin than
it was for foreigners, and hence Rome cunningly removed itself a bit from the day-to-day antagonism.  This was
the system at the time of Jesus and Herod the Great.  Later, at the time of Jesus' Crucifixion, it was another of 
Herod the Great's surviving sons, Herod Antipater, known by the nickname Antipas who had succeed in line of 
authority.  Herod Antipas beheaded John the Baptist and scoffed at Jesus at His pre-crucifixion tribunal, yet was
uncharacteristically hesitant to put Him to death.  Yet another of Herod the Great's surviving sons, Herod 
Archelaus, (ahr-kee-LAY-uhs) was so sadistic (Matthew 2:22) that to prevent insurrection, Rome forcibly 
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replaced him with one of their procurators, Pontius Pilate, who also played a small role in Jesus' Crucifixion.
                      
Israel was divided into two provinces or 'kingdoms': the northern, Galilee and the southern, Judea.  Between 
these provinces was Samaria; an expanse of land about sixteen miles North to South at the inland or eastern 
border, which was the Jordan River and the narrower side.  It was about thirty-five miles at the Mediterranean 
Sea.  Samaria was not enemy territory, but the Jews considered themselves superior to the Samaritans who were
the result of intermarriages between earlier Jews of the northern kingdom of Israel and Assyrian (Iranian) 
solders who remained in Israel after the military defeat and occupation/resettlement, or 'captivity', of the 
northern kingdom around 721 BC.  Samaritans were similar to Jews culturally and religiously; however, they 
were not pure Jewish and they had changed many items in the Bible to better fit their circumstances.  This 
hugely outraged the Jews and so hundreds of years of potent Jewish disapproval had existed because of that.  
 
Jesus was a Nazarene; He lived most of his life in the town of Nazareth in the northern province of Galilee.  
Nazareth was a Jewish town that was held in low regard by most of the Jewish nation, especially the inhabitants
of Jerusalem who considered their city the equivalent of Paris in the ancient world.  Notice when Philip finds 
Nathaniel in John 1:45 and says: "We have found Him of whom Moses and the Law and the Prophets did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph."  Nathaniel says; "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?"  Notice the
poor attitude towards Nazareth by Nathaniel, who is himself from the northern and less sophisticated province 
of Galilee.  Perhaps because there was a Roman garrison next to Nazareth even though it was a non-geostrategic
area, it was looked down on by Jews from the more significant Province of Judea.  Nazareth was comparatively 
poor and overpopulated considering the deprived geography or the number of people that the land was capable 
of supporting.  There was a severe scarcity of natural resources, most critically water and farm-quality soil.  
Nazareth was 'the boondocks' at this time.  Jesus came from the family of a carpenter which suggests that He 
grew up in the Jewish middle-class of the day, but definitely and I assume intentionally in a culturally low-
profile area befitting the humility of The Messiah-King. Micah 5:2  He was born in a stable, pretty humble. 
  
Education has always been a priority for Jewish people and their children would learn the OT with emphasis on 
the Torah or first five books at a village school and the local synagogue.  A large component of Jewish values 
would seem to be predicated upon demonstrating cultural superiority even though those words are not enshrined
in the Hebrew Bible canon.  Also, the culture of the day was unsophisticated by contemporary standards so it 
was also common, for instance, for people to believe in curses or to be manipulated by superstition.  These 
kinds of perceptual fallacies, on top of the aforementioned political predicaments, made life difficult for 
working-class Jews.  Jerusalem was the center of the Jewish world.  Men were supposed to make a pilgrimage 
to the Great Temple in Jerusalem for the major Jewish annual festivals; Passover, Tabernacles, and Pentecost.  
However, Nazareth is a three or four-day walk from Jerusalem so it seems unrealistic that Jesus as a child would
have gone there three times a year.  The Gospels tell us that Jesus went to Jerusalem with His family at the age 
of twelve.  He also visited Jerusalem three times during His public life.  On the first Passover of His public life 
when Jesus visited the Temple, He reacted violently to the Sadducees' swindling money changers and animal 
sellers.  He overturned their tables and threw them out saying; "You have turned My Father's house into a house
of merchandise." John 2:16  It seems likely that His action, in that case, was related to His eventual Crucifixion,
because this action interfered with the revenue stream and much more seriously it challenged the authority of 
the richest and most powerful Jews in Jerusalem, Annas and his clan.  Right after this, the Sadducees come to 
him demanding a sign from Heaven, because He was being pointed to as The Messiah.  At least John the 
Baptize who had huge street credibility had loudly proclaimed Him to be The Messiah (John 1:29-34) only a 
short time ago and He most certainly did not deny it so the word is out that He is claiming, if mutely, to be The 
Messiah.  This created a huge existential conundrum and challenge to the established authority of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.  This is likely why they are publicly challenging Jesus to perform miracles, probably hoping He 
will fail.  Jesus does not appease their lust for miracles.  Instead, He tells them; "Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up." John 2:19  He is, of course, speaking of the temple of His body and the three days 
He will lie in the grave a few years ahead.  The Sadducees do not understand, of course, which certainly seems 
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to be what He intended.  Three years later He will again drive out of the money changers and animal sellers 
from the temple and it will be the last straw for the Sadducees who had been clandestinely seeking to kill Him 
for over a year by then.  This second cleansing of the temple causes the Pharisees and Sadducees, usually at 
odds with each other, to change their tactics, join together and openly campaign to have Him executed.  
           
There are many Jewish holidays but the big three are; Passover, Tabernacles, and Pentecost.  Passover (in April)
is the annual Jewish celebration of the Angel of Death 'passing over' or not dropping in to kill all first-born male
children.  Many Jews were slaves in Egypt a long time before Jesus (perhaps around the reign of Pharaoh 
Hatshepsut) and God, through Moses, was arranging their freedom.  (Incidental note; enslaved Jews building 
the pyramids is a not quite extinct 1956 Hollywood movie fiction.)  The death of the first-born male children 
broke Pharaoh's resolve and he freed the Jewish slaves.  The second major holiday is Tabernacles (Sukkot, the 
fifth day after Yom Kippur) usually mid-October.  It is giving thanks for the harvest and commemorates the end
of the Jews wandering in the desert for forty years.  The third major Jewish holiday is Pentecost (late May or 
early June) and commemorates Moses receiving the Ten Commandments.  It was originally the Feast of First-
Fruits or the Feast of Weeks.  The first Pentecost after Jesus' crucifixion, by mere coincident, occurred on the 
exact day that the Holy Spirit would descend upon the disciples of Jesus (as purifying fire as opposed to 
judgment).  This coincidence caused Christians to borrow the name 'Pentecost' and so think of Pentecost as the 
feast of Jesus' Resurrection. Acts 2  But Jews celebrate Pentecost as Moses receiving the Ten Commandments 
and hence Pentecost has separate meanings for Christians and Jews.  Often Jewish children know as little of the 
Christian Pentecost as Christian children know of the Jewish Pentecost.  There is a lot more in the life and times
of Jesus that is intimately connected to Jewish culture of the era and helpful to the study of Christology.  

Also of historical interest, the Great Temple, the Nation of Israel and about half of the Jewish populace were 
destroyed by Roman military action in AD 70.  There were three wildly reckless and catastrophically failed 
Jewish rebellions against Rome between AD 66 and 135, causing the complete destruction of Israel and 
ultimately the near extermination of the Jewish people.  The first Roman campaign crushed the Jewish nation in
AD 70 and is universally seen by Christians as the judgment that Jesus placed them under as a result of their 
corrupt national rejection of His Messiahship (Matthew 21:42-44) and specifically their method of rejecting 
Him as The Messiah.  Two sins are going on in the rejection; first is the actual rejection of Jesus in unbelief.  By
the late stages of the Gospels, it seems obvious that the Jews had to know perfectly well that Jesus was, in fact, 
the expected biblical Jewish Messiah.  He had proven it by their own criteria many times.  The second sin was 
the method they used which was to accuse Jesus of demon possession.  It is this second part of the sin which is 
the unforgivable part because when they accuse Jesus of demon possession, they also accuse the Holy Spirit of 
demon possession.  Jesus carried within Himself the complete Spirit of God, received at His baptism.  So, to 
accuse Jesus is to accuse the Holy Spirit of demon possession which is to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  It 
is this blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that is the unforgivable part of the sin and although it may have been 
done in ignorance that does not matter.  No forgiveness is possible to those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit (then
or now). Matthew 12:31-32, Mark 3:29 and Luke 12:10  This would not be the same sin if it had been only 
Gentiles who had rejected Jesus because Gentiles did not know anything about The Messiah.  But the Jews did 
know of The Messiah and they were expecting Him.  The Jews were in covenant relationship with God and God
always deals with the Nation of Israel as a separate entity unto itself.  I do not know why to blaspheme against 
the Spirit of God is more unforgivable than to blaspheme against the Son of God, but Jesus said that it is, so that
is the final word. Matthew 12:32  Also, the rejection is more serious because it comes from His own people who
knew better and this sin is upon that entire generation of Israel.  It was a national sin because the working-class 
Jews  passively went along with their religious leaders' rejection of Jesus.  By the later stages of the Gospels, 
many thousands of ordinary Jews had seen Jesus perform miracles including the three specific 'messianic 
miracles': 1) the cleansing of a leper, 2) the raising of the dead and 3) the casting out of a non-verbal (dumb) 
demon.  These 'messianic miracles' had been defined by the Pharisees hundreds of years before.  The Pharisees 
had divided miracles into two categories: those that anyone could perform if authorized to do so, that is, if you 
were in strong possession of the Spirit of God and those that only The Messiah would be able to perform.  This 
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was not true and the 'messianic miracles' are only one of three huge mistakes the Pharisees committed in grand 
self-righteousness.  I call these the three arrogant 'blunders' of the Pharisees, even though they were really huge 
scams.  The 'messianic miracles' were supposed to allow the Jews to                   recognize their Messiah when 
he came.  But, the 'messianic miracles' are a Pharisaic contrivance and there is nothing in Divine Scripture about
this.  So it is entirely possible that these miracles could be performed by anyone, not just The Messiah, as the 
Pharisees taught.  Still, it was a huge big deal back then because it was established Jewish doctrine, as compared
to today where we see all of Jesus' miracles as uniformly inexplicable except by Divine authority.  Jesus 
performed all three of these miracles in a grand public manner and yet the high Priest, Pharisees, and Sadducees
denied the miracles and claimed that Jesus was possessed by the king of demons (Beelzebub).  The Pharisees 
rejection of Jesus by their own criteria predestined that the Kingdom of God, which Jesus and John the Baptist 
had been saying was at hand, would not be set up at this time.  It also meant that Jesus would have to be put to 
death and temporarily separated from The Father, as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all mankind; past, 
present, and future.  Isaiah 53:5, Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:21 and more.  His separation from The Father it 
seems was by far the most distressing to Jesus.  Jesus, like many of the Jews at that time, did not accept the 
validity of the Pharisaic teachings on the Tradition Laws and to some extent all Pharisaic teachings was suspect.

The Jews have always comprehended the world as divided into two kinds of people: Jewish and Gentile (non-
Jew).  Not that such a notion is necessarily good or bad, but it was fundamental to their religion.  Jews worked 
hard to dissociate themselves from Gentiles, striving to demonstrate what they considered to be cultural 
superiority which included obedience to Mosaic Law and being supportive of other Jews.  Many Jews still do 
this to this day.  Jewish cultural superiority is undeniably factual and can be seen in the excellence that Jews 
have developed in, Medicine, Physics, Economics, Chemistry, and Literature.  Jews have won 24% of all Nobel
prizes ever awarded and Jews represent less than two-tenths of one percent of the total population.  This point 
remains a major source for ongoing antisemitism in the world; Jews are willing to work hard to demonstrate 
what they consider to be cultural superiority and they support each other or stick together.  This is an 
astonishingly unconvincing pretext to hate Jews and yet antisemitism remains right in your face to this day.  
               
Persecution of the Jews  
There exists more primary source documentation on the persecution of The Jews than most normal people can 
tolerate reading.  I am only going to present a few paragraphs to establish context and the legitimate historical 
existence of this subject.  You can easily find more horrendous history on this topic than you ever wanted to 
know.  Still, we should all be aware that this has existed.  The Jews have been persecuted because they were 
Jewish for more than two thousand years.  Apart from people going along with the persecutions for convenience
or social acceptance, I see three primary origins.  First, mentioned above; Jews work hard to demonstrate what 
they consider to be cultural superiority and they support each other.  Disapproval of that being a Gentile 
jealousy.  The second origin of antisemitism is seen when Paul preached against "the curse of The Law" 
Galatians 3:13, which was erroneously generalized into antisemitism by a few overly eager Gentiles.  A  much 
more destructive event was the third origin; the Eight Homilies of John Chrysostom (in about AD 386) who was
presbyter (Bishop) of Antioch and would later become Archbishop of Constantinople.  Chrysostom's Eight 
Homilies are widely seen as the decisive historical event that officially launched a virulent Christian 
antisemitism.  Chrysostom denounced members of his congregation for 'Judaizing' in his famous Eight 
Homilies.  Some Jewish Christians were crossing back over to partake in Jewish observances and they were 
pressuring non-Jewish Christians to do likewise.  This had become known as 'Judaizing (pejorative) a few 
hundred years before.  That Jewish Christians were coercing old Jewish customs upon gentile Christians was 
seen by Paul as inappropriate.  In Adversus Judaeos, or Against the Jews Chrysostom monstrously overreacted 
to this Jewish bullying by depicting Jews as ravenous wolves in pursuit of innocent Christian sheep, and he 
represented himself as the good shepherd who protected the sheep from Jewish predators, grossly exaggerating 
his role in his whimsical personal fantasy.  Judaizing was a minor doctrinal glitch which Paul corrected.  
However, about 300 years later Chrysostom seized on and inflated it using his Executive Catholic consular 
credibility to instruct Christians to separate themselves from Jews because of Jewish complicity in the death of 
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Jesus.  Well, that did it.  Many Christians had secretly wanted an official excuse to collectively blame the Jews 
for the death of Jesus.  So here was official Church sanction for a repressed desire and several senior Christians 
are on the record as generating hate-speak against the Jews after this initial attack was overlooked (possibly 
intentionally) by Pope Siricius (si-RISH-ee-us) or Saint Siricius, the title bestowed upon him in posthumously.  
Chrysostom's Eight Homilies inflated his own status and set off a huge wave of European antisemitism, way-far
beyond what his ego could ever have imagined and which has persisted right up to today.  So here are the three 
traditional causes of antisemitism, all pathetically un-Christian; 1) irrational religious opposition, 2 &3) secular 
racist antisemitisms.  God has judged the Jews' sins in their rejection and Crucifixion of Jesus almost 2000 years
ago, in AD 70, and judging the Jews is none of our Gentile business.  Is it?  Still, many Christians, including 
members of the clergy have held the Jewish people eternally responsible for killing Jesus, which is where the 
ethnoreligious slur 'Christ-killers' originates from.  God will handle everything and He always deals with the 
Nation of Israel as a separate entity unto itself.  God will deal with Israel's unbelief of Jesus as Messiah in the 
Tribulation (covered ahead).  Christians are almost certainly not going to be around to experience the 
Tribulation, explanation ahead.  Still, Antisemitism persists and is flourishing.  Recall WW2, scene of the most 
recent Jewish extermination attempt.  So, we have had the Roman extermination attempt in AD 70-135, the 
Nazi WW2 extermination attempt and there is one more coming in the Tribulation (Zechariah 12:2-3) although 
that one probably won't gain as much traction as the first two (my guess on that).  Chrysostom's Eight Homilies 
provided critical mass to a socially volatile self-amplifying chain reaction of prejudice, legitimizing Christian 
antisemitism in Europe.  It is scandalous to discover such un-Christian hate-text with hundreds of thousands of 
Jewish skeletons within the closet of Christian literature and it was written by a Church Father who has himself 
been declared a Saint by both the Eastern Orthodox and Catholic Churches, despite this un-saintly behavior.  
Chrysostom also fabricated that Jews committed 'bestial sacrifice of their children'.  That wildly crazy 
accusation irrationally leaped into the concept of 'Blood Libel', a nonsense reaction claiming that Jews 
kidnapped and murdered the children of Christians and used their blood in religious rituals.  'Blood Libel' is 
sophistication at the level of a five-year-old at a horror movie, comparable to QAnon today which is beyond my
stupid quotient and as idiotic and preposterous as it was, it provided a major theme for European persecution of 
the Jews.  I have always wondered why people did not contrive accusations that were at least credible?  Just 
about anyone could easily manufacture much more believable bunk than that.  Yet hundreds of generations of 
Europeans were misled by this ridiculous and transparent absurdity.  As a result, expulsions, masses of Jews 
burned alive, forced conversions and regular massacres by the sword were common for many hundreds of years.
Crusaders slaughtered whole villages while screaming for the blood of the 'Christ Killers', a popular refrain.  
The First Crusade (German) in 1096 saw flourishing Jewish communities on the Rhine and the Danube Rivers 
completely eradicated, their populations very nearly exterminated.  This was repeated in the Second Crusade of 
1147.  Also, the Jews in France were subject to frequent massacres all the way from the tenth to the eighteenth 
centuries.  In 1396, 100,000 Jews were expelled from France.  European Jews were also subjected to attack 
from the Shepherds Crusades of 1251 and 1320.  The Crusades were followed by mass expulsions, including 
the royal decree expelling all Jews from England in 1290, which remained in effect for 350 years.  Also, in 
1421, many thousands of Jews were expelled from Austria.  There also existed Muslim and Arab antisemitism 
so the Jews endured no better in the Middle East or Africa.  The times and places where the Jews were allowed 
to flourish have been few and far between because of bizarre Church-sanctioned, pseudo-religious prejudices 
which underpinned European bigotry against the Jews for centuries.  Such madness seems incomprehensible 
today yet it did occur and it is still within living memory.  Were our European ancestors this malignant and 
simple-minded?  The answer is yes and it is nothing to be proud of.  In the 2015-16 Republican presidential 
primaries, it seemed as if America was warming to the idea of persecution of Moslems.  Is the convenient 
persecution of Moslems more appropriate than the convenient persecution of Jews?  As Christians should we be
passively approving of any such thing?  It is cowardly and hypocritical not to speak out against persecution, the 
closer it is to us, the more forceful must be our protests, regardless that the perpetrators will curse us for 
exposing them.  "...and then they came for me and there was no one left to speak for me." Martin Niemöller 
            
Back to the time of Jesus where the Romans are arrogantly contributing their part to the historical persecution of
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the Jews.  The working-class Jews accepted what freedoms Rome permitted.  Even as Jews remained under the 
authority of their Jewish legal system, the Sanhedrin, still important rulings, like for a death penalty had to be 
referred up to the Roman government.  Ordinary Jews felt chronic cynicism and habitual hatred for Romans.  
They were captive, not willing subjects of the Empire.  Near the time of the birth of Jesus the local Roman 
King, Herod the Great, had initiated a military massacre of all male Jewish babies in and around the town of 
Bethlehem.  This was because he had heard from some 'wise men' passing by -serious star watcher types- that 
the king of the Jews had recently been born there.  Herod the Great was so catastrophically egotistical that he 
may not have thought the baby killings were a big deal.  But you have to realize that the Jews sure felt it was a 
manifestation of nefarious and demonic insanity and can any of us help but come down on the Jewish side of 
this issue?  To scale this up relative to population, imagine seventy-eight thousand or so infants murdered on a 
single day and in a single major America city today.  That would be a super big deal, never forgotten to history. 
That would be identical to the Jewish baby killing, it is irrelevant that the city was smaller and the number far 
fewer.  Herod the Great was notorious for cruelty and senseless acts, like having paintings of Caesar, forbidden 
pagan idols to the Jews, placed within the temple.  Being half-Jewish himself, Herod knew that any depictions 
of people were forbidden pagan idols to the Jews.  Finally, Herod ordered the paintings removed but it took 
near-insurrection to convince him.  Herod claimed Judaism as his religion for appearances, perhaps he thought 
of it more like we do in placing photos of the president in VA hospitals today?  However, it is yet another point 
of resentment against the Romans by the Jews and there was much worse mistreatment going on and on.  To 
give you a feel for the extent of the mistreatment, in the total time of Roman rule over Israel, historians estimate
that about twenty-two hundred crucifixions of Jews occurred under Roman law.  That's about two crucifixions a
month.  So, it was a common event.  Just about all Jews, including children, would have seen multiple 
crucifixions.  It was sort of a spectator event at the time, like public hangings in the American West.  Some 
Jews would go out of their way to watch, gloat and comment, which Herod likely smirked at because such 
behavior was strictly contrary to the concept of demonstrating cultural superiority to the Gentiles.  Rome did 
everything they could to undermine and break apart any culture they conquered, Israel in this case and it seems 
that the Jews of that time only grasped some of Rome's tactics.  
  
Independent Confirmation
There are several independent historical confirmations for the existence of Jesus and his deeds outside of the 
Gospels.  We will look at three hugely significant historical confirmations which would be unimaginably 
difficult to fake and are sufficient for my peace of mind on the subject.  You can research this subject and find a
lot more substantiations if you need more.  Historical proof of Jesus' life, manner of death as well as the low 
regard that Romans held for Jews comes in the person of Cornelius Tacitus, a Roman historian living circa AD 
56-120.  He became a senator, a consul and eventually the Roman governor of Asia.  Tacitus wrote four formal 
systematic accounts of contemporary events.  Around AD 115, he published Annals in which he explicitly states
that Nero blamed and persecuted Christians to draw attention away from his presumed incompetence (it may 
have been intentional to clear real estate for himself) in the handling of Rome's gigantic and demoralizing fire of
AD 64.  In that context, he mentions Christus (Jesus) who was put to death by Pontius Pilate. 
  
Christus: Annals 15.44.2-8 "Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the 
most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace.  Christus, 
from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus," (Pilate) "and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome."   

About two hundred years later, Rome embraced Christianity and thus the Holly Roman Catholic Church made 
its home there, founding Vatican City.  But that had not occurred yet and it is chilling to discover the wording in
the above historical comment.  Christianity was considered to be a mischievous superstition, an evil.  The use of
the expression; 'the most exquisite tortures' seems to me to be an evil all by itself.  Such considerations about 
Christianity were common at the time throughout the sprawling Roman Empire and yet to Rome's anguish 
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Christianity grew rapidly and per Roman perception by downright alarming orders of magnitude.  
     
Two further corroborations for the historical existence of Jesus outside of the Gospels come from Titus Flavius 
Josephus, a Jewish/Roman historian writing about sixty years after the death and Resurrection.  Josephus wrote 
several major works.  He was a survivor of the Jewish-Roman Wars which destroyed the Nation of Israel and 
nearly exterminated the Jewish people; it was an all-out extermination attempt.  Josephus became a Roman 
advocate and thus a Jewish traitor.  In his writing, The Antiquities, he referred to the stoning of James, who was 
one of the half-brothers of Jesus (not James the disciple, son of Zebedee).  This occurred twenty-nine years after
the death and Resurrection and eight years before the destruction of Israel.  This stoning was part of an ongoing 
effort by the Jewish religious authority to stamp out Christianity at that time.  The effort had begun some years 
prior with the stoning of Stephen. Acts 7:59  The high priest, Annas in this Josephus account would be a son of 
the original, Annas the Elder, from the time of Jesus.  It seems the apple doesn't fall far from the tree.  

From The Antiquities; "Ananias" (Annas) "the high priest took advantage of the death of the Roman governor 
Festus.  He assembled the Sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called 
Christ, whose name was James, and some others; and when he had formed an accusation against them as 
breakers of the Law, he delivered them to be stoned."  

The younger Annas would not have been able to pull-off this sham tribunal and the executions except by the 
temporary confusion and power vacuum resulting from the unexpected death of Festus, the Roman attaché.  So 
here Josephus, a Roman sympathetic historian gives us an independent mention for the existence of Jesus.  
Josephus has two mentions of Jesus in separate historical works.  These are significant because he was "a 
disinterested witness".  He was a Jewish man who converted to Roman thinking, likely because of the 
extermination effort, and became a historian.  Josephus was not Christian but was simply reporting historical 
facts.  His second comment is a more famous passage which has stood up to a lot of academic scrutiny because 
there were likely words that were later inserted by Christian copyists.  So, I have removed what the legitimate 
historical critics say are the suspicious words.  Below is the famous passage from the Testimonium Flavianum 
with the suspect parts removed (best historical guess), leaving what is most likely the original Josephus text.

"Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man that wrought surprising feats, a teacher of such men as 
receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. And when
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him
at the first did not forsake him and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day." 

We Christians are still not extinct nearly 2000 years later.  In fact, there has been a huge growth in Christianity 
just as Jesus predicted in His Mystery Kingdom parables, covered ahead.  There are more historical references 
yet it seems to me that these three are sufficient non-Christian confirmations for the existence of Jesus at the 
appropriate time and place.  Such references tend to invalidate the dim yet durable hypothesis that Jesus was 
merely a nicely fabricated fable, as historically ignorant and dismissive skeptics have long suggested.  Again, 
ignorance is not a badge of honor and it is more appropriate not to use it as such.  Do not wear any badge or 
label for people to see, but secretly demonstrate service to God. Romans 12:2  Just have faith.  God knows how 
Christianity and science agree even though mankind doesn't have that completely down yet. Proverbs 3:5  
 
Judaism at the time of Jesus was yet a more complex jumble of conflicting sociological, political and religious 
dogmas.  There were several distinct Jewish ideological groups.  Some of these ideologies could overlap while 
others would define your entire life; Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Scribes, Essenes, Herodians and a few flash-
in-the-pan sort of groups.  A Jew of the day did not necessarily have to join any of these different ideologies.  
Being born into certain families plus a lifetime of study where required for the most important ones.  Ordinary 
Jews did not necessarily have to join, nor were many of them positioned by virtue of birth or lack of a patron to 
join some of the ideologies.  For the common Jews, as long as they were a good Jew and kept The Law they 
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would be accepted.  Acceptance by one's neighbors and peers was obligatory to the peace of any Jew living in a 
Jewish community at this time.  Except that the ruling classes were able to browbeat their exemption from the 
strict social custom of having to be accepted.  If that seems corrupt to you, it was.  In any case, within the 
ideologies we can see some of the ways that Jewish culture coped in these most stressful of times.  
                                   
Mosaic Law Verses Grace  
The Mosaic Law was and is the primary creed of the Jews; six hundred thirteen rules of religious adherence 
given by Divine inspiration to Moses and recorded in the OT.  Judaism is based exclusively on the OT.  The 
first five books are known as the Torah; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  The six 
hundred thirteen laws are known as "The Law" or simply "Law" in the Bible.  Prior to Jesus, it was still the 
Mosaic Age or dispensation; from the giving of the Ten Commandments, not suggestions, on mount Sinai (not 
Moriah) until the Resurrection of Jesus.  The Mosaic Age is also known as the "Age of Law", while we live in 
"The Age of Grace".  The age of Grace is defined as the time between the first and Second Coming of Christ.  
In the Age of Law, people could speak to God only through Priests.  In our Age of Grace, people can speak to 
God directly.  The Age of Grace began with the Resurrection of Jesus and it goes to the Second Coming which 
has not occurred yet.  Jesus changed the mechanism of salvation from Law to Grace, Hebrews 10:9-10, because 
of the Jewish rejection of His Messiahship. Romans 6:14  Also, the OT Age or Age of Law pertained only to 
Jews whereas The Age of Grace pertains to all people upon the Earth.  Christians were never under Mosaic Law
and also the Jews are no longer under Mosaic Law although they do not acknowledge that.  When Jesus was 
rejected by the Jews, He provided a new system for the forgiveness of sins; Grace or what I like to call The 
New Deal.  Again, Romans 6:14; "For sin will have no mastery over you because you are not under Law but 
under Grace."  Grace is undeserved mercy that God gave to us all by sending His Son to die on the cross for our
sins.  Through Jesus' Grace we are accepted, redeemed and secured for all eternity.  Grace guarantees our 
admittance into God's Kingdom and it is yours for the asking.  Sins can be commission or omission and still we 
all need some forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:28  Point of order; Dispensations are dispensing of possibilities 
Divinely regulating what is possible in any given time period or 'age'.  Whereas The Mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven is how Jesus referred to some circumstances that would exist in our modern age.  So, dispensations 
are what is possible and The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven are some conditions in our Age of Grace.  
   
Traditions of the Elders Laws  
This was a Pharisee contrivance; a massive compilation of oral laws to add overwhelming complexity to the 
Mosaic Law.  The Pharisees added hundreds of thousands of laws to the original Mosaic Laws but they kept 
them all in secret.  The Tradition Laws were not produced under Divine inspiration.  Jesus had negative things 
to say about the secretive process and their motives. Matthew 23:2-4  These laws First created a system too 
complex for regular working-class Jews to keep up with.  Second, the laws made sure that only the Pharisees 
would know the laws and so appear to measure up to the standard of the laws.  This insured that the Pharisees 
had prestigious jobs forever as they were the only experts and spent their entire lives studying these secret laws. 
"The more corrupt the state, the more numerous the laws."  A shrewd observation by Cornelius Tacitus; The 
Annals of Imperial Rome.  The Pharisees' greed and failures, reminiscent of the Buendía family in A Hundred 
years of Solitude, gave themselves an eternal job with a handy captive audience but they committed an arrogant 
'blunder' in contriving the oral laws.  This blind greed and egoism would contribute to the downfall of the 
Jewish nation.  For ordinary Jews of this time, the deck was stacked dramatically against them.  The Tradition 
Laws were finally put into writing.  It is called the Talmud today.  The Talmud is about 6,200 pages, written in 
Aramaic and it quotes the Hebrew Bible often.  The Pharisee claim to fame was that they had memorized their 
Talmud but most likely to take financial advantage of and to falsify superiority over the working-class Jews.  
  
Next, a further characterization of the religious authorities.  Specifically, the Pharisees and Sadducees who are 
way too colorful and scandalous to just mention.  These religious authorities were almost pure shtick and their 
contrived social and religious constraints were highly monetized to their own advantage of course.  It seems 
unimaginable that such authorities operated in the open with blatantly obvious selfish motives, but they did.  
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The Pharisees
Besides being the only experts in their secret laws, the Pharisees considered themselves idealists of Jewish 
culture.  They all sought to live a life of spiritual purity by painstakingly following Mosaic Law and their secret 
Traditions Laws.  They did not believe in compromise with the Romans as Sadducees did nor in military 
revolution as Zealots did.  They fell victim to their own scrupulous technicality ultimately causing them to 
outsmart themselves.  Their fanatical emphasis on the technicality of their oral laws resulted in a reversal of the 
intent of the Mosaic Law.  The point that tripped them up was that of spiritual appropriateness in one's 
relationship to God and all people.  This is known as 'righteousness' in the Bible.  We will see the word 
righteousness used by Jesus and it means God-righteousness or to be right in God's eyes, which is quite the 
opposite of self-righteousness which the Pharisees wallowed in.  God-righteousness means to be appropriate in 
your relationship to God and all people.  As in not trying to fake-out your neighbors or God pretending to be a 
pious person when you secretly feel resentful and superior to all those sinful people, like your neighbors on the 
sunset side of your back field who never invite you to their boisterous late-night parties.  God-righteousness is 
predicated upon reverence for and obedience to God, not acceptance or popularity among one's neighbors.  We 
should all be more concerned with personal attributes, the motivates of which are not obvious, rather than with 
actions which can easily be performed so people will see them.  God sees all and we will answer to Him.  Full 
stop.  The Pharisees thought they had righteousness all nailed down, except that their own myopic vision caused
them to miss the actual point, a chronically recurring theme for them.  There is a further explanation of the 
Pharisees' reversal of the intent of the Mosaic Law, later when we cover the Sermon on the Mount.  In their 
defense, it was something like that, however more complicated than that.  Many Pharisees were, in fact, greatly 
devoted and profoundly spiritual despite the selfish motives of some preeminent ones.  They believed in the 
Resurrection of the dead and some could heal the sick or cast out demons through faith in God which requires 
strong possession of the Spirit of God.  A footnote here is that exorcism of demons is a gift exclusively from the
Spirit of God through faith.  The ability to excise demons comes from no source other than the Spirit of God 
through faith.  This is something that the Pharisees will conveniently and ironically forget when they condemn 
Jesus to death for blasphemy three years ahead.  Still, the fact that some of the Pharisees could excise demons is
proof that some were devout so we cannot paint them all with the same historical 'Scoundrel brush'.  From the 
Pharisee's perspective, this Jesus was soft on the Law.  Jesus did not keep the many Traditions of the Elders 
because they were man-made laws, but not surprisingly the Pharisees felt their oral laws were incredibly 
important.  The Pharisee's skepticism likely had plenty to do with their jobs and their lifestyles.  Their self-
imposed shortsightedness tends to explain their resentment towards Jesus and provides some clarification for 
their initial rejection of His Messiahship.  They were just so stuck in their laws and the power it provided them 
for hundreds of years that they couldn't see beyond the end of their noses, so to speak.  
                         
The Sadducees
These were priests and the highest religious authorities in Israel.  At the top of the social, economic and political
pecking order, they were in-your-face apparatchiks of the corrupt political system in Israel at this time.  Always 
convenient pragmatists, they were intellectually and socially aggressive and combative.  They evolved from the 
Hasmoneans (aka Maccabees), the military/religious ruling dynasty of Judea who were in power from around 
140 to 63 BC.  It is the successful Maccabean Revolt against Hellenistic influence which is still celebrated in 
the annual Jewish festival of Hanukkah.  The Sadducees were acutely aware and a bit arrogant that they had 
descended from the families of kings only a few generations before.  They tended to long for respect based on 
their fairly recent political status while most of the Jews saw this as ancient history and not worthy of 
consideration.  The Pharisees were their rivals and sought a political position more commensurate with their 
higher religious credibility.  However, the Sadducees were in firm control of the central temple complex and the
cash it generated.  So, the Sadducees are the de facto Jewish rulers, just beneath Romans and reminiscent of 
mob bosses in Israel at the time.  The Pharisees were relegated to more of a caretaker type religious role.  With 
this pair of political elites running things, no seismic shift in economic burden is in view for the common Jews.  
So, there are plenty of social undercurrents in the works at this time.  The Sadducees were the wealthiest old-
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money priests and aristocrats who sought to conserve their wealth and power, partially through compromise 
with the Romans which was practical and realistic.  They fervently preferred the school of 'maneuvering for 
wiggle room' and in outright kleptocratic or thuggish type maneuvers over any morality in matters of personal 
power and money.  Most of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees.  Back when the Sadducee's forefathers were the 
combination kings/high priests, they had been handily Hellenized, to their own advantage of course.  They were
much less religiously devout than the Pharisees and did not believe in such Jewish staples as the Resurrection of
the dead or the existence of angles.  At the top of the social, economic and political pecking order in Israel they 
were much more concerned with current-day affairs rather than what they saw as speculation on an afterlife.  
The Sadducees were less religiously strict than the Pharisees but still committed to Judaism and hence the 
repressive and invasive Jewish culture which they were inequitably driving.  Their commitment was based upon
the written Torah, not the Traditions of the Elders.  It seems that the Sadducee commitment to the Jewish faith 
likely had everything to do with their jobs as priests and the fabulous incomes and sky-high social status that 
provided.  I'd bet these guys were not willing to become martyrs for Judaism should the Romans coerce them to 
that chilling edge, but they were definitely going to be wealthy because of Judaism no matter what they had to 
organize.  The Sadducees are the main opponents of Jesus at the time of His Roman tribunal, although there was
obvious Pharisee complicity.  The Sadducees were quick to see that Jesus' radical religion of equality threatened
their power and status.  Later in the Gospels the Pharisees and Sadducees, heretofore political opponents, 
participated in an incredibly rare joining of political forces to ram through the death sentence for Jesus and thus 
did they both endorse the historically Divine judgment; the destruction of Israel 37 years ahead in AD 70.  

The Scribes aka 
They were senior scholars and teachers of both the Mosaic Law and the Traditions of the Elders.  Scribes in 
ancient Israel exercised functions we would associate with lawyers or government ministers.  This was a high-
level occupation, also known as a Sopher or Sofer in Judaism.  Not to be confused with a shofar which is an 
animal horn that can make a trumpet-like sound and is used to announce some Jewish occasions.  The Sofer 
profession was prominent from about the 5th century BC to AD 70, the end of the Jewish nation.  Some Jewish 
scribes or Sofers still exist today although merely as calligraphers who hand copy the Hebrew Torah scrolls and 
other holy texts.  In Jesus' day, one could be both a Scribe and a Pharisee, because a Pharisee was equivalent to 
a priest and one can be both a priest and a scholar as seen in the Jesuit order of Roman Catholic priests today.  
We will see Jesus refer to 'the teachers of the Law' meaning Scribes.  The Sadducees were also priests but they 
could not also be Scribes because they did not believe in or accept the validity of the oral tradition laws.  
  
The Jewish Zealots 
More of a philosophy than a profession, Zealots claimed a revolutionary option and military rebellion to free 
Israel from Rome.  Zealots of this period could profess to be Zealots to varying degrees.  One's commitment 
might vary depending upon circumstances or whether any Roman sympathizers might be within earshot.  One 
could never be completely certain of a stranger's loyalties at this time because Jewish culture was intentionally 
and actively being undermined by the Romans.  Jesus had zealots among His followers, 'Simon the Zealot' who 
was not Simon Peter but was one of His original twelve.  So, Zealots were a minor political force at this time.  
However, thirty years ahead, Rome will have weakened the Jewish Theocracy with financial temptations which 
allowed Zealots to cunningly morph well-warranted theocratic alarm into reflexive fear which they then ride to 
popular power and partially lead but mostly forcibly drag Israel against Rome in three disastrous military 
revolts between AD 66 and 135.  The catastrophic outcomes were foreseen by many Israelis however, no force 
of reason at the time would be able to alter the cascade of events which popular zealots forced upon them.  The 
first of Rome's three decisive victories came in AD 70 with the destruction of Israel, the Great Temple and 
about half of the Jewish population.  This is universally seen by Christians as the judgment which Jesus placed 
Israel under for their corrupt national rejection of His Messiahship. Matthew 21:42-44, Luke 19:42-44  

The Essenes 
These were reclusive religious types who solved the many volatile problems of Jewish identity in Roman-
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occupied Israel by retreating to monastery-like compounds.  They simply dropped out of regular Jewish society.
The most notable Essene group in Jesus' time was the Qumran (kōōm-RAN) community of Dead Sea Scrolls 
fame, who lived an ascetic (self-denial and austere) life.  They were anticipating God's apocalyptic intervention 
in humanity.  Even though Jesus had no contact with this particular group, still He would have been aware of 
the ascetic point of view in part through the Prophet John the Baptist, who was a support element of Jesus' 
earthly op and lived an ascetic life.  Jesus would also have been aware of the ascetic lifestyle just by common 
knowledge as almost everyone in that culture would have been aware of ascetic groups.  We can see that Jesus' 
public life demonstrates His conscious decision to connect with society in general, including Gentiles – us.  
  
The Herodians 
Lastly, there was a small group of Jews grudgingly advocating cooperation with king Herod; the Herodians.  
Later in the story some of them, up north in Capernaum, join with some Pharisees to plot death for Jesus.  
'Politics makes strange bedfellows.'  These Herodians were laissez-faire philosophical cooperators, a minor 
Jewish political irritant.  They never wanted to be and never did rise to the level of a complicit Vichy entity.  
Their feeble assuagement towards Rome proved invalid and ill-omened.  It was never of any benefit to Israel.  
   
While Jesus had dealings with most of the socio-political groups and ideologies of His time, He embarked on a 
personal life adventure.  Jesus' distinctiveness needs to be appreciated in the context of His Jewish life and 
times.  This was a theocratic context in which religion and Law were integrated in a much more serious fashion 
than is generally appreciated today.  Also, the whole culture was imprisoned in the pressure cooker of Roman 
Military occupation and complicit Jewish traitors (tax collectors) becoming wealthy working for Rome while 
swindling their people, which was dreadfully contrary to the concept of demonstrating cultural superiority to the
Gentiles.  This eroded the normally sturdy fabric of Jewish culture; Jews are supposed to support Jews.  All of 
the Israelis understood and greatly resented Rome's diabolical and predatory inroads into the undermining of 
Jewish culture with financial temptations.  This issue becomes the unforeseen engine of political instability 
empowering Zealots from fringe faction to majority players several years ahead in AD 66 when they rebel 
against Rome and set up deadly situations that will catalyze the conflict and doom the Jewish people.  Rome 
must have been harboring some shortsighted illusion regarding the depth of Israeli theocratic discontent in the 
weakening of Jewish culture.  This resulted in a lack of traditional Jewish internal political stability, a modern 
example of which is depicted in Fiddler on the Roof.  This festered and lead to exactly what history would have 
predicted, wars of rebellion.  In the impending three rebellions, it is shameful how predictably history repeats 
itself.  Disengagement is not an option and civil wars of rebellion do not lend themselves to half measures.  So, 
Rome was forced to act, the first time in AD 70 and they did, destroying Israel and about half of all the Jews.  

Jesus was in conflict with the Jewish temple authorities but only subtly with the Roman state.  He was executed 
as if He were a revolutionary zealot.  "King of The Jews" was the legal charge printed over his cross by the 
Roman authority Pontius Pilate, "Prefect" (a manager, equivalent to a governor) of the Roman province of 
Judaea and the only king of Israel allowed under Roman law.  However, Jesus was more of a rival threat to the 
Jewish establishment or 'fat cats' of the day than He ever was to Roman realpolitik.  The Son of God who 
originated outside of space-time had prescient knowledge of all of human history.  So, He would have known 
that the Roman Empire would convert to Christianity in AD 312.  A short time later, Rome like other empires 
would disintegrate from internal corruption and inaction, not external force, something like our en passant 
politically stalemated America was in 2020.  Notice there are no more megalomaniac Pharos, Greek city-states, 
Roman emperors or contemporary psychopaths having another go at world domination.  However, there are still
plenty of Jews and Christians practicing the same religion, worshipping the same God.  I find that comforting.  
  
Conflict between Jesus and the religious Authorities
The Sadducees were plenty quick to recognized that Jesus' revolutionary religion of equality threatened their 
status.  They were still smarting from the loss of personal authority that they had enjoyed a hundred years prior 
when they were both royalty and high priests.  Exploitation of the working poor through extortion of money 
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was the sticking point between Jesus and the Sadducees.  They extorted money which hurt working-class and 
working poor Jews more than it did the rich.  They perverted Judaism as their instrument and their armor.  Jesus
was dead set against this kind of power-mongering and abuses of the poor.  Yet, it was the oral Tradition of the 
Elders laws which was the fundamental conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees and that was not even on the 
Sadducee's acquisition radar.  The dispute was over the authority of the Tradition Laws as opposed to the 
authority of God.  Appallingly, the Pharisees insisted that their unwritten laws had the same authority as God's 
law (Moses Law).  Needless to say, Jesus did not think so and He was not shy about pointing this and other 
discrepancies out to them.  So, the issue is the authority of God as opposed to the authority of men and the 
Pharisees do not even suspect that Jesus is the Son of God in the beginning of the Gospels, they are thinking He 
is just another crazy local Messianic wannabee.  So, the Pharisees are not too interested in His opinion and they 
become self-religiously entrenched in their position over time.  God with Divine authority will have to resolve 
this issue and in AD 70 He decidedly did, destroying Israel and annihilating about half of the Jewish people.  
Jesus' refusal to accept the authority of the oral Tradition Laws was the foremost reason that the Pharisees could
not abide Him.  If we examine this concept a bit, He could have easily softened His position against the 
Tradition Laws.  He did not need to accept them as if they were God's laws but a little bit of acquiescence from 
Jesus would have at least allowed the Pharisees to accept Him if not to declare Him The Messiah.  But Jesus 
was not about compromise regarding the Law or the authority of God, even if that would have provided Him 
with a short-cut around the cross and perhaps a glide-path to acceptance as the biblical Jewish Messiah.  Jesus 
will not countenance any compromise regarding the authority of God, hang or crucify the consequences.  
    
The oral Tradition Laws, as well as the concept of Pharisaic Judaism, developed simultaneously shortly after the
Jews returned from the Babylonian captivity, about 539 BC.  So, by the time of Jesus, the Tradition Laws had 
existed for over 500 years and they were still in a late stage of development.  More to the point, it was 
completely established Jewish doctrine.  In the beginning of the Tradition Laws, the Pharisees started adding to 
the Mosaic laws, supposedly thinking that this would ensure that the Jews would not be subjected to another 
captivity (slavery) as they had suffered under the Babylonians.  The reason they had suffered a 70-year captivity
was because they had broken Mosaic laws against idolatry, the worship of things as opposed to God.  See the 
Book of Jeremiah for plenty of Evidence of this.  They felt that they had been punished by God for that and they
reasoned that they would 'build a fence around the Law' or a hedge was the expression they used.  The idea was 
to create enough secondary laws that one would break before one got around to breaking the actual Mosaic 
Law.  In this fashion, they illogically reasoned that the Jews would never again break Mosaic Law or be subject 
to a period of slavery.  Of course, creating immensely more laws never ensures that the original laws will be 
kept and especially when these new laws are intentionally oral-only for secrecy so the people can never see or 
study them.  Yet, for every one of the six hundred thirteen Mosaic Laws, they fabricated hundreds and even 
thousands of additional related oral laws.  That is surprisingly what they did.  Then the Pharisees fanatically 
observed these laws.  This soon caused them to feel smug and superior because they had memorized hundreds 
of thousands of oral laws and not every Jew could spend their entire life studying all these laws.  Most Jews like
most people then and now were working people, not scholars.  Also, many of these unwritten laws that the 
Pharisees were making up they dubiously padded so that only they knew of technical escape clauses around the 
laws.  This allowed them to personally become wealthy and more powerful.  Jesus disapproved of the secretive 
process and of men assuming the authority of God. Matthew 23:2-4  It is an old human story; ill-gotten gains 
and power are not items that men volunteer to give up.  So, the common people had a difficult life with 
complicated and conflicting influences fraying the edges of the traditionally sturdy fabric of Jewish society.  
Most of the working Jews were being extorted and mistreated by Rome, their own religious authorities as well 
as some ordinary Jews who had gone to work for Rome collecting income taxes or tolls on Roman paved roads. 

Below is an example of where the Pharisees criticize Jesus for his disciples not adhering to a tradition law.  But 
Jesus, never shy, points out the difference.  The Tradition Laws were man-made and therefore not equal in 
authority to God's Law.  The Pharisees were pretending they didn't know that but infinitely more likely they 
conveniently did not care to think about it.  I bet they were not pleased to have this guy Jesus throwing it in their
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faces because it was the glairing illegitimate basis for their power and hefty guaranteed-for-life incomes.  In the 
story below, the Pharisees criticize Jesus for His disciples not washing their hands before eating, thus breaking a
tradition law.  They were picking some grain tops and eating the kernels as they walked along which was 
acceptable for the hungry in Jewish culture.  It is significant to note in the story that these Pharisees and 
teachers of the Law (Scribes) came to Jesus "from Jerusalem".  This is noteworthy because where this story 
occurs, they are far from Jerusalem, maybe 80 miles.  So, the religious authorities have gone a long way to 
watch and criticize Jesus.  They are looking, as they did all throughout the Gospels, to try and 'get something' on
Jesus, something they can use against him, to publicly discredit him.  But Jesus points out the obvious, which 
the Pharisees are chronically missing; it is not hand washing which makes you acceptable in God's eyes.  Jesus 
consistently proves to be too smart for them (what a surprise; God is smarter than man).  Later they will simply 
conspire openly to have Him executed which they successfully pulled off but at a time and place of Jesus' 
choosing.  These religious authorities seem cartoonish by contemporary standards, but you would not have 
wanted to run afoul of them in their time.  They were greedy, treacherous, vindictive, self-righteous, and deadly 
dangerous to ordinary Jews.  They normally had no difficulty getting any Jew that they chose executed for 
trumped-up reasons.  Jesus was simply too smart and too tough of a nut for them to crack.  Jesus had to 
volunteer for execution and He did so to pay for our sins.  This is an improbably gracious God, I would say. 
   
Matthew 15:1-20
"Then some Pharisees and teachers of the Law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, Why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders?  They don't wash their hands before they eat!  Jesus replied, And why do you 
break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?  For God said, 'Honor your father and your mother' 
and anyone 'who curses his father or mother must be put to death'.  But you say that if a man says to his father 
and mother, "whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God", he is not to 
honor his father with it.  Thus, full well do you know you nullify the Word of God for the sake of your tradition.
You hypocrites!  Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: These people honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.  They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men..." (tradition 
laws) "Jesus called the crowd to Him and said Listen and understand.  What goes into a man's mouth does not 
make him unclean, but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him unclean." (corrupt motives) "Then 
the disciples came to Him and asked; Do you not know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?  
He replied; "Every plant that my Heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots"  Meaning 
human Law shall not void the Law of God.  "Leave them; they are blind guides.  If a blind man leads a blind 
man, both will fall into a pit".  Peter said, Explain the parable to us.  Are you still so dull? Jesus asked them.  
Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body?  But the things 
that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man unclean.  For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  These are what make a man 
unclean; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him unclean." 

Here is a great example of the Pharisees scrupulously adhering to their Tradition Laws, hand washing before 
eating in this case.  They were overlooking the fact that all the thousands of their Traditions of the Elders, were 
laws which their Pharisee ancestors had fabricated after God had inspired Moses to write the six hundred 
thirteen original Laws.  Jesus, looking to the Mosaic Law and the real meaning of things, points out the 
difference between God's Law and man's convenient Law.  The "gift devoted to God" which Jesus referred to is 
an element in one of their Tradition Laws to which they added an escape clause so that they would not have to 
help support their aging parents, thus invalidating a Mosaic Law. In transparent underhandedness they made an 
escape clause saying once they devoted their possessions as a gift to God, one did not have to give them to God 
at any particular time.  You could still keep your possessions as long as you didn't give them to anyone else but 
God.  It was after one's death which proved to be the preferred and less sincere time to make the donation.  

With every conflict, the Pharisees dug themselves in deeper.  All throughout the Gospels, they are never able to 
keep straight that their Tradition Laws do not have the authority of God's laws.  This self-righteous behavior is 
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akin to people practicing extreme racial prejudice.  Everyone really knows they are not innately superior or that 
their man-made laws are not equal in authority to God's laws but they just keep conveniently falling back on 
their self-deception so they can profit from the lie, reminiscent of "the master race", Apatite and Jim Crow.  
Interesting is the fact that the Pharisees seem to tolerate their co-rulers, the Sadducees, so much better than they 
did Jesus.  Well, the Sadducees don't accept nor do they buy into the Tradition Laws either.  I guess the 
Pharisees were willing to make an exception for their cohorts in power, a social grade above them but they are 
not going to cut Jesus any slack on this issue. Well, God and His Son do not require man's approval for 
anything.  Do they?  God and His Son know much better than men what is and is not appropriate.  The deceitful
Pharisaic reasoning which attempted to subvert God's laws with their convenient law touches on the first of the 
three arrogant 'blunders' of the Pharisees.  More on the subject of their professional/religious deceptions ahead.  
                     
"You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away.  Then God made you
alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away 
by nailing it to the cross.  In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities.  He shamed them publicly
by his victory over death on the cross." Colossians 2:13-15  His Resurrection displays his victory over death and
all things earthly.  Jesus gave us all the critical asset package of Grace; forgiveness of sins and eternal life in 
Heaven.  People had thought death was the dominate force over man but it was actually sin.  Jesus deposed both
sin and death with His Resurrection, a cool intentional finale, not an afterthought.  Also, because of Jesus' death 
and Resurrection, The Father does not judge anyone on earth.  All authority to judge us was given to the Son. 
John 5:22  Jesus stood for the Mosaic Law as opposed to man-made law, which made him politically dangerous 
to the status of the religious leaders.  Later the high priest would reason; "…better that one man should die than 
the Romans should come and burn all the cities." John 11 47-53 and 18:14  A false choice to conceal the murder
they were plotting and to preserve their political power.  Also, an unwitting reference to Jesus’ substitutional 
death so all mankind could live in Him.  Jesus' death on the cross is all about us, ordinary people and especially 
those victimized and in some way cheated.  His Resurrection is an intercession proving that no one is beyond 
the hand of the Father.  Jesus in human form is convicted and executed by human judges and yet The Father 
overturns their verdict with His Resurrection.  Thus, does Jesus personally bring the glory of God to all people 
and thus will The Father have the final word on our behalf because Jesus, authenticated as the Son, is who we 
follow and He definitely brings the gift of eternal life to all who believe in Him. Romans 6:23 Ephesians 2:7-9 
  
After the Resurrection, most Christians were Jews and also there were some local Greek speaking non-Jewish 
Christians.  Jesus was a Jew and he had come, as was prophesied, to offer the Jews the Kingdom of God or The 
Messianic Kingdom.  This is the promised earthly Kingdom of God ruled by Jesus, The Messiah, which will 
last a thousand years. Revelation 20:1-4  This is the Kingdom which both Jesus and John the Baptist had been 
proclaiming was at hand (nearly here).  So, after the Resurrection, His disciples started openly teaching, 
spreading the word of salvation, until a major crackdown by the Jewish authorities.  These were the same 
religious rulers who had conspired to have Jesus killed in the first place.  It was the stoning of Stephen that 
changed everything and that was the leading edge of the crack-down.  Stephen was stoned Acts 7:59-60 because
he was boldly teaching Jesus' word.  This happened shortly after the death and Resurrection; in the first few 
years, best historical guess.  Jewish Christians had stayed together and were open about it up until this.  There 
was nothing in the teachings of Jesus which would denigrate the Torah or any part of the Bible.  The stoning of 
Stephen catalyzed Jerusalem's establishment anti-Jesus Jews and singled out Christians for persecution, so they 
scattered.  This sparked a huge second-order spread of Christianity, the first outside of Jerusalem.  So, here was 
yet another level of complexity and danger you would have to deal with if you were a Jew or a Gentile wanting 
to become Christian in ancient Israel.  You and your family would be persecuted if discovered.  The simple 
little story is that Jesus came to Earth to unite Jews and Gentiles into one body, The Church or the body of 
believers aka The Body of Christ.  He died for our sins and rose again.  This was massively intimidating to 
established authority, who realized that to protect their power the story had to be stamped out at any and all cost
and they certainly tried their best to do so.  To help meet the need for Christians to study 'The Word of God' 
discreetly (it seems to me) was the initial motivation for Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to write their Gospels. 
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The motivation of the Gospel Writers
Matthew wanted to provide a text for Jewish Christians to receive the teachings of Jesus.  It also seems obvious 
that He wanted to show that Jesus was The Messiah.  Mathew shows the connection between the Old and New 
Testaments with his emphasis on prophecy; 1:22, 2:15, 2:17, 4:14, 8:17  He wrote specifically for Jews and in 
light of the looming judgment, although he probably didn't know when, he likely felt or reasoned that it would 
be soon.  We do not know if Matthew lived to see the destruction of Jerusalem, the Great Temple and about half
of the Jewish people some thirty-seven years after the Resurrection.  Most likely he did not, another best 
historical guess.  That destruction was a catastrophic blow from which Judaism would not recover for nearly 
2000 years.  We have only just seen the Jewish nation recovering since 1948 and the Jews will still need to be 
re-gathered at the Second Coming, Mark 13:27, as many remain scattered.  By the way, you can find several 
cool semicryptic references to the story of Jesus and the Jewish people in the OT if you like that sort of thing.  

Mark wrote for Roman Christians.  Mark seems to have wanted to show that Jesus was The Messiah, a good 
soldier and a man of action.  Mark, later Peter's evangelical traveling companion, focuses more on Jesus' actions
than His words.  Many scholars feel that Mark's Gospel is substantially a retelling of Peter's stories and this 
seems reasonable as Mark was too young to have traveled with Jesus at the time of His public ministry.  
Because Rome was a military culture, Mark emphasizes Jesus immediately obeyed his 'marching orders'.  Mark 
uses the Greek word Eutheos meaning 'straight away' forty times in his Gospel; thus, Jesus was a good soldier.  
He undertook His assignment in all sincerity and straight away as any good soldier would.  This was for the 
benefit of Romans of the day who were militaristic.  Roman Christians if discovered at this time were put to 
death the most horrific manor possible.  They were; crucified, given to wild animals as live food, slowly burned 
to death and tortured in all imaginable ways for the entertainment of Roman citizens, i.e. simply as good old 
Roman 'fun'.  So, they needed secret support, some of which came in the form of Mark's Gospel.  Obviously, it 
would have been a lot more effective and certainly prudent to discreetly pass around copies of Mark's Gospel in 
Rome rather than to preach it in person which would likely reduce your half-life to maybe three days.  

Luke, later Paul's evangelical traveling companion, recorded events in chronological order, an exclusive and 
original contribution.  Luke was a doctor (Colossians 4:14), a Greek, the only Gentile author of the New 
Testament and he also wrote the book of Acts (in Greek).  Luke shows that Jesus was peaceful, not challenging 
to Roman authority.  Likely Luke was concerned about how Christianity would be perceived by local authority. 
A Greek audience would be greatly interested in philosophy and humanity.  Luke wrote to all of the Greek 
speaking non-Jews in the then Greek cities of Asia Minor, today Turkey.  Luke mentions incidents in the 
childhood and social development of Jesus which is philosophically very Greek.  Classic Greek culture places a 
high value on perfecting one's self and Luke places these values right out front in describing Jesus' life.  The 
humanity of Jesus and His empathy for the weak and the suffering are more conspicuous in Luke.  Some of the 
most endearing Gospel stories; the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan are found only in Luke's Gospel.  
Repeating, this text always follows Luke's chronology.  Luke likely uses some second-hand stories from Paul, 
his Quixotic itinerant evangelical companion, because Luke like Mark was not one of the original twelve.  

John, the fourth Gospel writer, stresses Jesus is The Messiah and serves up terrific literary irony, which none of 
the other Gospel writer's attempt.  This, of course, is for our benefit, a little secret humor between John and the 
millions of us who would be reading his material.  John wrote his Gospel last and at an advanced age.  Sixty 
something was old back then.  Also, John seems to want to add from his memories whatever the first three 
Gospels may have missed.  John seems most interested in what Jesus said, the exact words, which is every bit as
cool and helpful of a study point as Luke's chronology.  In his Gospel, John lists seven signs of Jesus as a man.  
An eighth sign that John lists occurs after His Resurrection when He is no longer a man.  John also lists seven 
discourses and seven Jesus statements of "I am".  There are many references to seven items in the Bible.  In The
Book of Revelation there are seven times seven or forty-nine occurrences of seven items enumerated and it is 
germane.  There are more than seven-hundred incidences of the number seven used in the Bible, too many to 
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cover in an introductory text, but cool for later study.  
 
Requirements for The Messiah   
There are eighteen specific prophecies or foretellings in the OT about what would happen to The Messiah and 
these were all fulfilled in the Gospels.  However, let's look at two other prophecies that have to do with the 
requirements for The Messiah.  Jesus openly claimed to be the Jewish Messiah foretold in Scriptures.  Christ is 
a title, the Greek translation of Messiah.  So, Jesus was The Christ that is not an inappropriate use of those two 
words.  What makes them inappropriate is when they are used as a curse, or as empty words of general 
complaint; 'Jesus Christ'  So, force yourself to not use the Lord's name except respectfully or not at all and you 
will not be offending Him.  Practice not using His name as a curse, He will notice and I promise you will be 
better off for it, even though you will likely not notice a difference right away, later you will.  

OK, on to the two requirements for The Messiah.  I can become sidetracked.  One requirement said that The 
Messiah needed to be of Davidic descent (Jeremiah 23:5) and the other said He had to have Divine appointment
(Isaiah 7:14).  We can see both of these requirements fulfilled in the announcement of The Christ.  

Divine Appointment and Davidic Ancestry 
Look at Luke 1:26-38 (using other people's experiences).  Here Luke is telling the story from Mary's point of 
view.  The angel Gabriel comes to Mary to give her the news that she is going to have a Divine baby; "thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son and shall call His name Jesus.  He shall be great and shall be 
called the Son of the Most-High and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His Father David."  The 
throne of His Father David means kingship over Israel, more on that ahead.  So, here we are told that Jesus will 
be a descendent of King David.  That is one of the requirements and we will see that this is on Mary's side of 
the family and that Joseph could not have been the biological father of Jesus in the genealogies, coming up next.

Jesus is linked to all four of the Jewish covenants of the OT.  In speaking to Mary here, the angel Gabriel 
confirms Jesus will be an ancestor to the Davidic covenant.  Also, the appearance of Gabriel provides the 
second requirement, Divine appointment because an angel, of course, would have to be sent from God.  

A Little Side-point 
Here is just a short mention of 'the pre-existence of Christ'.  There is such a thing and it is mentioned in the 
Gospels, John 1:1-18, and 17:5.  The text is short, but the subject is a bit scholarly, so I only mention it here.  
There are many topics in the Gospels which we are not examining in this introductory text.  This is intentional, 
in part so that you will still have cool Gospel items that you can study later on.  Despite the fact that a lot of 
material is being skipped over for the sake of keeping this light and interesting, you will still be getting a 
significant dose of the Gospels, plenty to make up your mind about the legitimacy of Jesus as the Son of God.  

The Genealogies
When I first read the two lengthy genealogies of Jesus, I was hopelessly confused.  Who were all these people 
mentioned and who cares?  What was the point of all this?  It turns out that it does make sense.  The two 
genealogies of Jesus have been lost to history except as recorded in the Gospels.  They are found in the 
beginning of the New Testament; 1) First, Matthew's genealogy gives Joseph's family history and gives us 
Christ’s royal genealogy to show that if Joseph were the biological father of Jesus, then Jesus could not have 
been The Messiah.  Matthew lists forty-two people in Joseph's family history.  One of the people mentioned is a
man named Jeconiah, aka Coniah, a king of Judah if only briefly.  Jeremiah tells of the evil deeds this man 
performed against his people.  Because of this, Jeremiah pronounced a curse upon Jeconiah (Jeremiah 22:24-30)
such that no descendent of his could sit on the throne of David, i.e., be king over Judah, the southern kingdom 
which was renamed Judea.  Well, Joseph has Jeconiah prominently in his family line so Joseph could not have 
fathered The Messiah.  This is not an accident.  This is to make obvious to us, in our limited earthly form, the 
Divine intervention of God in the birth of Jesus.  2) Second, Luke gives us the other genealogy which traces 
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Mary's line to show that she is a direct offspring of King David.  Normally, Jewish culture would not mention a 
woman's lineage.  The Bible said that The Messiah had to be of Davidic descent and never said that had to be on
the father's side.  In fact, Genesis 3:15 says a woman's seed would bring forth The Messiah.  Because the Bible 
is written under Devine inspiration, we may assume that it was God's idea to include Mary's lineage and I 
remind you that Jesus Himself was also not into preserving the status quo, like the Jewish custom of omitting 
female lineages.  He came not to patch up Pharisaic Judaism (the status quo) as He implied in parable. Luke 
5:36-39  Incidentally, there are no spiritual differences between men and women, here or in the Kingdom of 
Heaven as Jesus taught in the story of the Samaritan Woman at Jacob's well, a little further ahead.  
                    
John the Baptist   
John the Baptist was born a few months before Jesus.  He was born of a priest named Zacharias and a cousin of 
Mary's named Elizabeth.  John, second cousin to Jesus, also came with Divine appointment. Luke 1:5-25  An 
angel told Zacharias about John before John was conceived. The angle said that the child's name would be John 
and he also said that John would be the herald or announcer for Christ, The Messiah.  John was the very last OT
Prophet occurring at a time when Israel had endured an unusually long four hundred year dry-spell for Prophets.
Jesus, occurring at the same time as John, was the fulfillment of the OT Law.  John was ascetic and led a pure 
life, eating only locusts and wild honey. Matthew 3:4  He devoted himself to baptizing people with a 'get back 
to God' redux message, preparing Israel for the arrival of Jesus.  John's message paraphrased was; Repent, the 
King is coming and he will baptize everyone with the Holy Spirit or with the fire of judgment.  That was the 
plan until the Nation of Israel rejected Jesus as The Messiah.  But stand by, it will still happen.  This has been 
postponed from our human point of view, but not from God's as He lives outside of space-time.  In 2 Peter 3:8 
"But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends; A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand 
years is like a day".  I think this means that God exists outside of space-time’s physical limitations.  Recall the 
Before-Before experiment which scientifically supports God making up the rules from outside of space-time.  
Also, repeating another point of relative time; God created the heavens and the earth in six days. I assume that is
six God-days, from outside of space-time, because we know the universe to be 13.82 billion Earth-years old, 
from inside of space-time which is our POV.  Space-time is the fourth dimension.  The first three dimensions 
are spatial and the fourth is a temporal coordinate.  You can easily imagine that from God's point of view, 
galaxies that took hundreds of millions of years to evolve could have looked like maybe a six-second computer 
animation if that pleased Him, with those galaxies just whirring into place right where He wanted them.  

Anyway, one day while John is baptizing the crowds in the Jordan River Jesus shows up and has a first contact 
with John who baptizes Jesus. Matthew 3:13-17  The next day Jesus shows up again and John instantly declares 
Him The Messiah with; "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." John 1:29  Repeating, 
of all the Gospel's characters, it is only John The Baptist and Jesus who intrinsically realize that Jesus is here to 
save mankind from sin, not to save Israel from Rome.  It seems that the locals missed John's Messianic hint writ
large.  The Jews of this time were certain that The Messiah would rescue Israel from Rome.  Even His disciples 
carry this misconception all the way past His death. Luke 24:21  Yesterday, of course, John knew full well that 
Jesus did not need to 'get back to God' but Jesus had said "Suffer it, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness." Matthew 3:15  So, Jesus said he wanted to do everything right, to set an example I assume.  He 
also wanted to associate Himself with John's 'get back to God' revivalist message.  This was also the official 
beginning of Jesus' public ministry and He wanted to announce Himself to Israel.  Also, at His baptism 
yesterday, Jesus had received the official and most extraordinary anointing of the Holy Spirit.  In Luke 3:22 "the
Holy Spirit descended in bodily form and that was the form of a dove."  Scholars think this means that at His 
baptism, Jesus received the complete Spirit of God as opposed to the partial measure that normal people receive
when they first believe.  So, the complete Spirit of God dwells within the Son of God and if anyone said 
anything against Jesus, that would also be said against the Holy Spirit.  This will prove to be the undoing of the 
Nation of Israel later in the story and they never see it coming.  Next, The Father speaks audibly from Heaven 
saying "This is my son, in whom I am well pleased."  I’m guessing The Father was speaking to chosen people 
present.  If you were not a chosen person you would have likely heard only some distant thunder or similar, as 
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in John 12:28-30.  So, here it seems the Father is complicit in keeping Jesus' Divinity discreet likely so as not to
reduce the leap of faith required to believe.  There are many examples of Jesus doing similar.  So, the whole 
Trinity is present at Jesus' baptism; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  I would have camped out there for a couple of
years to be present for that, even if I was only allowed to hear bit of distant thunder instead of the Father's voice.
   
A couple of technical points; The Holy Spirit was given to Jesus on this occasion, but John was not baptizing 
with Christian baptism yet because Jesus had not finished His deployment of establishing the Christian Church 
yet.  Jesus will establish Christian baptism which we associate with a partial measure of the Holy Spirit but after
His Resurrection.  So, all those who were baptized with pre-Christian baptism by John could have been re-
baptized with Christian baptism after the Resurrection and it seems that most were.  However, one does not 
need to be baptized at all to receive the Holy Spirit.  We actually receive the Holy Spirit at the moment we 
accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 1 Corinthians 12:13  We associate baptism with receiving the Holy Spirit 
because Jesus received the Holy Spirit at His baptism and also when we accept Jesus baptism usually occurs 
soon after.  Baptism is a symbolic or an outward sign of submission to Christ and a willingness to live God's 
way.  Baptism itself does not grant us the Holy Spirit as seen in Acts 2, but He will indwell us, granting us more
acute spiritual discernment, such as the rare and precious ability to function more in the spiritual realm rather 
than the physical.  It is acceptance of Jesus, nothing else, which grants us the Holy Spirit.  Jesus receives the 
complete Spirit of God so He has two of the three persons of God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  This would be 
an unimaginably sanctified and powerful entity and such was Jesus.  "For He is sent by God.  He speaks God's 
words for God gives Him the Spirit without limit." John 3:34  John The Baptist with his intrinsic knowledge.  
An unrelated side-point here; There are two meanings for the word saint.  Whereas it usually just means church 
member or a believer, in Catholicism and Orthodox Churches, Saint is also a title for their best members who 
effectively devoted their lives to doing God's service as in 'Saint John' and you would have had to perform feats 
of God that ordinary people could not.  So, the bar is high and that is only one of several very steep 
requirements to have the title bestowed upon a person (posthumously).  When the Bible mentions saints, it just 
means church members or believers and it is in that smaller sense that the word saint is used in this text.  
 
After Jesus' baptism is His temptation in the wilderness.  John had completed his mission of announcing Jesus 
to Israel and he gets imprisoned.  Jesus with His first five disciples and some family trek north through Samaria 
and on into Galilee.  His first five disciples were, I think (not certain) all selected from among John the Baptist's
disciples.  In any case, John had done what he was Divinely appointed to do, prepare the Jews to accept Jesus 
and the Messianic kingdom.  The first five disciples are; Peter, John, Andrew, Phillip, and Nathanael.  
  
The Temptation of Christ and His Earthly OP
On to the temptation of Christ which never made sense to me.  Why bother trying to tempt Jesus away from His
earthly mission if Jesus is the Son of God?  Would God allow His Son to be overcome by the Devil's 
temptations?  Surprising to me, the answer was yes because sin and redemption, like our acceptance of 
redemption, all have to be voluntary.  We all exist with free will, granting that there are likely times we would 
prefer to overlook the inconvenient fact.  Jesus had to come up with personal moral authority to repel the Devil. 
There are three potential areas for temptation; lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride.  Jesus was tempted in 
all three areas respectively and each area of temptation included a shortcut around the cross.  Each of the three 
temptations offered Jesus a way that would get the Jews to accept His Messiahship and still avoid a nasty death 
on the cross.  The Devil was clever, but Jesus overcame the temptations using Scripture and that is a lesson for 
us all.  We too can overcome temptation using Scripture if we read it and become more familiar with it.  All 
three temptations were deceptions of course, the most common demonic ploy, and He saw straight through 
them.  Reread the story first, it is told in Matthew 4:1-11 then Luke 4:1-13 with just a mention by Mark 1:12-13.
  
The first temptation (lust of the flesh) was to turn stones into loaves of bread.  Jesus would not use Divine 
power to create food for Himself just as later He would not flaunt Divine power by coming down off the cross.  
The suggestion inherent in the temptation of the loaves of bread was that Jesus feed the people's stomachs but 
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not their souls.  Jesus could produce unlimited food and if He fed the people, that security would probably cause
those people to believe in Him.  That spontaneously occurred with the five thousand that He fed later in the 
Gospels and they tried to demand of Him to be their king.  However, there is no security and there was never 
intended to be any security except by the Word of God.  So, Jesus will not be providing continuous, unlimited 
food thereby changing a human circumstance here on Earth.  I assume that was not part of His mission and the 
Father had not authorized Him to do so.  He was authorized and He did change one human circumstance on 
Earth, instituting the condition of Grace, a new dispensation and a really big deal for us Gentiles.  So, the 
Devil's first temptation here is the suggestion that Jesus use a physical trick to change a basic circumstance of 
mankind here on the planet and Jesus is not about any such misleading thing.  Jesus' earthly Op is all about 
Grace; the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven through faith in Jesus, not free chow.  
  
The second temptation was to "throw yourself down" from the top of the temple and God will save you.  The 
suggestion in this temptation is to give the people what they want, a spectacular visual but not the Divine.  So, 
exaggerating this temptation for simplicity, if He morphed Himself into a Captain America type and flew 
around shooting light rays out of His hands burning up all the Romans, the Jews would certainly believe in 
Him.  Wouldn't they?  However, that is just another trick and would not be consistent with His Divine earthly 
mission, Grace: the forgiveness of sins and eternal life with the Father through faith in Jesus.  Satan knows 
people are way more attracted to the spectacular rather than the Divine so he often dresses up his deceptions to 
be superficially appealing.  Another point of this temptation is that faith in God must not be to challenge or to 
test God.  Faith must not dare rational common sense which it seems is no longer common.  Have you noticed?  
   
The third temptation was to worship the Devil in exchange for the world.  That was an appeal to human pride, 
and to coexist with evil.  The Devil would give Him the physical world if He did not redeem it.  The kingdom 
that the Devil offered was the kingdom of the corporeal, not the spiritual.  Well, God is a spiritual being, so 
offering the physical was not such a great proposition, however being the political king of the world was yet 
another way to have the Jews believe in Him and still take a short-cut around the cross.  Notice that the Devil 
never said; 'These are shortcuts around the cross' however it is plain enough, I think.  That is what the 
temptations were.  This was strike three for the Devil.  He was out of luck and 'out of there' or banished from 
the presence of Christ.  A side point of this is that any temptation needs to be something that the person being 
tempted is actually capable of performing.  So, after fasting for forty days, Jesus was tempted to turn stones into
loaves of bread.  Do you know why you have never been tempted to turn trash can lids into pizza when you 
were hungry?  If you think that it is because you are not capable of it, that is both obvious and correct.  
However, I would point out that your actual temptations have all been things that you are entirely capable of 
performing.  Haven't they?  Evil is attracted to the morally lax, the easier to gain a foothold and then recruit 
them.  Yet, even for the most powerful temptations you will ever face, God will always give you the strength to 
resist them. 1 Corinthians 10:13  “Obey God and leave all the consequences to Him.” Dr. Charles Stanley  After
Jesus’ temptation, John the Baptist goes from operations support element to damaged asset when He is 
imprisoned by Herod Antipas.  John boldly points out publicly to the king; "You have no right to your brother's 
wife." Mark 6:18  Herod had married his younger brother Phillip's wife, Herodias (hehr-O-dee-uhs).  Both the 
king and Herodias sought the union and as Romans they were not burdened by Jewish religious laws of divorce 
and marriage.  Herod may also have suspected John might lead a rebellion, at lease according to the historian 
Josephus.  In any case, John, like his cousin Jesus didn't pull his punches and his boldness got him imprisoned.  

A Few Helpful Gospel Terms;
The Son of Man;          
This is an OT term for The Messiah who will have authority in the End Times, Daniel 7:13-14.  Jesus chose this
name to refer to Himself without raising a lot of fuss.  Notice the title both alludes to and masks His 
messiahship.  He was The Son of God and He was identified many times as such by demons who exist in the 
spiritual realm and can see those sorts of things (example, Luke 4:41).  However, He kept a low profile, curing 
illness, restoring sight, and performing personal miracles, with some exceptions.  He spoke most succinctly 
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about faith or trust in God as His main topic.  It would be easy for the creator of the universe to perform all 
kinds of spectacular supernatural feats to thrill the local Jews.  I am sure they would have been delighted to fall 
in right behind Him and declare Him King.  However, I suspect that as the actual King of this world, traveling a
bit incognito, He chose The Son of Man as His title, not to deny His Divinity but to keep it discreet and yet 
confirm that He had taken on the form of a man.  If He played Himself up, that would diminish the amount of 
faith required to believe.  Belief in God requires a certain leap of faith.  It is the same leap and the same amount 
of faith required, both then and now.  I think that The Son of Man intentionally kept that amount of faith a 
constant (λcdm).  Side points; 1) faith boosts our expectation that God will act on our behalf which greatly 
increases the probability that He will.  2) "There are no demon atheists.  They are all believers." Pastor Randy 
Remington, Four Square Church
  
God's only Begotten Son;
Jesus was the only begotten Son of God before He came to Earth as a man.  Begotten is an old fashion term for 
bringing a child into existence by the process of reproduction.  So, God the Father brought God the Son into 
existence somehow and we really don't need to know how.  The Father is responsible for bringing us the Son.  
When Jesus came to Earth, this likely means Jesus was brought into physical existence here on Earth through 
the Virgin Mary providing the X chromosome and with the Spirit of God providing the Y chromosome (my 
guess there).  It really doesn't matter how God did it.  It only matters that He did do it and it was for our benefit. 

Verily;
This word threw me off at first.  The biblical verily means 'truly'.  The Cambridge dictionary defines it in part 
as; 'in a completely honest way'.  We see this Elizabethan or Shakespearean term used in a context like; Verily I
say unto you…  This is emphasis and means truly.  Truly I say to you, don't let this word throw you a curve.  In 
the beginning of my studies, if I could have gone through the Gospels with a word processor and performed a 
'find and replace', that would have been helpful at the time.  Verily just means truly and we all have that now.

The Lamb of God;
This nickname for The Messiah is first used by John the Baptist.  He pins this name on Jesus the moment he 
sees Him. John 1:29  This meant that Jesus was a perfect sacrifice like the lambs that the Jews had to bring to 
temple to offer to God for forgiveness of their sins.  Repeating, of all the Gospel's characters it is only Jesus and
John the Baptist who intrinsically realize that Jesus' mission is redemption from sin, not from Rome and even as
Mary's husband, Joseph, was told (Matthew 1:21) we don't have any words from him about that.  Jesus was the 
sinless or holy one to be offered to God as atonement for the sins of man.  That was the Mosaic system at the 
time.  God had been working out a salvation plan with the Jews and when they rejected Jesus, that left the door 
open for us non-Jews to get in on the gift, not reward, of salvation into God's Kingdom.  So, with the Jewish 
rejection of The Lamb of God as Messiah came the establishment of the Christian church which took over as 
the vehicle for the salvation of mankind in the Church Age, The Age of Grace, the time between the first and 
Second Coming of Christ, or the Mystery kingdom.  Those are approximate synonymous terms.  “Lamb” used 
for Jesus appears only once in the OT, twice in the Gospels, but twenty-seven times in Revelations.  Curious. 

My Time Has Not Yet Come; 
Jesus used this phrase to refer to the time of His Crucifixion and death, with one near-exception, when He 
turned the water into wine He said 'My hour has not yet come' referring to the hour of His public life and His 
public miracles.  At least that is my guess on that, not a fact.  Usually when He said My 'time' has not yet come 
and He was referring to the time of His Crucifixion.  That would be His more typical use of the expression.  

Lifted up;
This usually refers to His Crucifixion, John 3:14-15, lifted up on the cross.  He says this several times.  Later He
mentions being lifted up and He is referring to His Ascension which is, of course, another 'lifting Up'. John 
12:32  Even as, Jesus usually referred to His Crucifixion as His first lifting up, He does get lifted up three times;
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the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the Ascension.  Some Christians feel there is additional symbolic 
meaning in this.  Maybe, it certainly is a lovely thought.  

Going up to or coming down from…
These expressions indicate going to a place that is at a different elevation.  It doesn't need to be much elevation 
at all to make these colloquial terms appropriate.  A mountain range and riff valley running north to south in 
Israel provides lots of elevation differences for the use of these expressions.  Or, for instance, you could be 
going up to or coming down from the temple in Jerusalem because the temple is on a little hill, Mount Moriah.  
So, these are local elevation expressions, Israeli terms of the day which did not carry over into modern times.  
Also, the terms have no relation to Compass points.  Disappointingly, they do not add more than that to our 
understanding of the Bible.  I was expecting to find something cooler hidden in there when I was researching it. 

The Bride and the Bridegroom; 
John the Baptist first mentions this concept in John 3:29 and Jesus extends the analogy by using the term bride 
several times to refer to the Church that He is founding and, of course, Jesus himself is the bridegroom.  There 
are several occasions when Jesus uses these potent personal terms in the Gospels.  Notice Jesus' cool symbolism
on this; The bride and the bridegroom belong together.  Jesus and His Church, The Body of Christ, are a couple.
         
To be seen of men; a self-deception               
This expression is used only three times; Matthew 6:1, 6:5, and 23:5, but it has huge implications.  He says the 
Pharisees are like stage-actors.  It was common knowledge back then, because of the prevalence of the Greek 
language, that the word hypocrite was from the Greek word "hypokrites" or stage actors who pretend to be 
something they are not, acceptable in performance art but not in real life.  The Pharisees, in real life, are 
pretending to be something they are not using prayer, fasting, the enlarged borders of their clothing and 
theatrical public tithing behavior to create a little stage for themselves.  This is self-righteous, not God 
Righteous.  Jesus points out that God is not fooled by such performance and there is no -zero- Divine reward for
it.  Heavenly rewards are predicated upon obedience to God and His judgment of what each person deserves, 
not on how hard you worked to appear holy or cool in your earthly life.  You get no points for that.  Earthly 
things are mostly about being 'seen of men', about wanting other people to see us as successful, talented, cool, a 
winner.  We may not be trying to fool God with that stuff, but on occasion we are likely trying to impress 
someone, maybe ourself.  Self-deceptions are among the most unrelenting and incapacitating disorders of 
humanity and to be seen of men is right up there at the top of such self-deceptions.  Pride is another self-
deception.  The slower a self-deception creeps upon you, the more fully it can overtake your motivations 
without pre-consideration.  To be seen of men is the philosophy behind much American consumer culture.  
Also, notice that Pop culture has been infected by being 'Cool' or 'Cool Points'.  Another self-deception.  We can
see this in the TV shows where the obsession is to be the person who says that last line which makes the other 
person look bad; the 'laugh line'.  This makes you look 'Cool' or gives you 'Cool Points'.  Are there hip young 
Americans who are piling up Cool Points as earthly treasure?  This sure looks like self-deception to me.  This 
generally does not exist in other countries.  Collecting Cool Points is actually no more foolish than piling up 
money, although very many of us find that more personally reassuring than Cool Points.  How about the 
practice of using your intellect as a weapon to beat a lesser person into a stepping stool, aiding your entry into 
the realm of imagined superiority?  A little public display of Dunning-Kruger effect fallacious reasoning, so the 
lesser people at hand will fear you.  The better to be seen of men as you dress-down the waiter or ticket agent or
whoever, a little louder than is necessary.  All of this, being seen of men is looked upon with displeasure, as the 
stupidity of men by God.  My guess on that last part.  

Repent;
Repent is one of two directives that Jesus gives us repeatedly.  The other is to have faith or trust in God, which 
requires no explanation, but constant practice.  With repentance, let's look first at repentance of the big stuff, 
like murder which seems like an obvious biggie.  Repent means to change your mind about things we see as OK
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and that God sees as sinful.  All sin is substantially the same to God although we have trouble seeing it as such 
(further study required).  It might be easier to repent the 'big' stuff first, especially if you are not attracted to the 
'big sins'.  But we must go farther.  To repent is, for instance, to decide you will not criticize that person who 
has spoken ill of you and behind your back, even though the perfect opportunity presents itself and you can get 
away with it.  But wait a minute, doesn't that person deserve it?  Maybe, but they will be judged by someone 
infinitely more qualified than us.  We are not to be the judges of our fellow people (except for other church 
members as it applies to the Church's collective business; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13).  When we judge others, we 
unwittingly blind ourselves.  Probably no one actually gets away with anything although it does seem like many
do.  So, if the 'big' sins don't seem to be a problem for us, maybe we should be working on repenting our many 
'little' sins and becoming more Christ-like.  Remember, to God, all sin is the same.  Do we judge drivers going 
slower than us as idiots and those going faster as maniacs?  Suppress your thoughts of revenge towards anyone 
who has wronged you.  Dismiss your most pleasing sexual fantasies and think about other things.  Cancel your 
disapproval towards those people who have an easier life than you and don't seem to earn it.  Change your mind 
about what is OK.  We can do it, we can repent.  With a few years of practice, it will not even be inconvenient 
anymore.  From hard experience, in the beginning, it can be dreadfully inconvenient. 1 John 5:3 
     
A reminder, there are several Gospel events that this text is only mentioning or skipping over completely to get 
to events that I would like to highlight.  Next Jesus goes to Cana in Galilee with his first five disciples and some
family, a walk of about fifty to maybe seventy miles depending upon the approximate start place.  The trip 
would likely be on dirt roads and footpaths of the day.  The Romans had paved only a few roads in Israel at this 
time.  Because of the distance, they are likely not going to do that whole walk in one day but typically three 
days.  It would have been rural, warm and dusty.  No details are given about this first journey to the northern 
province of Galilee.  He stops in Cana, and performs His first miracle, changing water into wine at a wedding 
and it was at His mother's request.  He kind of did that one quietly and only told His mother; "My hour has not 
yet come." John 2:4  By that, I think He means the hour of His public life and ever after He uses the similar 
expression "my time has not yet come" referring to the time of His Crucifixion.  This little story of turning the 
water into high-quality wine has always delighted me.  I sort of imagine people in simple wedding clothes of the
day sitting at long tables chatting happily, soaking up careless amounts of sunshine, food, wine and thoroughly 
pleased to be there.  I have always wanted to join them and see Jesus in a rare happy moment.  
  
Israel's climate today is much like southern California.  Yet, the land was more forested and tempered at the 
time of Jesus.  Peak summer temperatures were likely 6-8°F cooler.  Trees helped keep things cooler in summer
and helped conserve the water table.  Today in Israel groundwater is pumped out to near depletion levels and 
the sun bakes the non-forested land.  Today Israel is forced to desalinate sea water at great expense and the 
weather is more severe because the land has been subjected to severe desertification over the last few centuries 
as the population increased and they needed more farmland.  Some climate hints from the Bible; In the OT time 
of King Solomon (1,000 BC) the Bible mentions that there were large quantities of lumber available for 
building. Haggai 1:8, 2 Chronicles 2:9  Also, John 18:18 speaks of Peter being near a fire during Jesus' Jewish 
tribunal.  This was at the Passover (late March or early April) and it was late into the night.  Peter and others 
were chilly and huddling near a fire.  So, Israel has always been cooler at night and much warmer in the 
daylight hours.  The land today is no longer forested and it is commercial farming and irrigation that keeps this 
arid land green.  The Jordan River is barely ankle deep and the width of a back alley in summer and fall.  Thus, 
there is no shipping or commercial fishing on the Jordan, it is just not big enough.  Israel in Jesus' time was 
likely a bit more temperate and pleasant.  It was rural with; wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olive oil, 
and sheep.  Several nut trees were also cultivated yet there were not the worldwide imported specimens and 
industrial-scale farming operations that we commonly see when driving around Israel today.  
 
Next, He goes on to Capernaum by the sea with the same group.  Capernaum was the largest of about twenty or 
so small fishing towns that ringed the little fresh water 'Sea' of Galilee.  Capernaum was the only one of these 
beach towns which was on the via Moris, a major trade route between Damascus and Egypt at the time.  
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Capernaum becomes His forward operating base, Peter's house I assume as Peter and his brother lived there 
Mark 1:29.  Today you can see the house's foundation is beautifully preserved as an archeological site.  A 
squatty saucer-shaped Franciscan Catholic Church is hovering over the foundation à la the mother ship from 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind.  Next, they go back to Jerusalem for the first Passover of His public life.  
So, it would be late March or early April.  At the Great Temple, He performs the first of two of His cleansings 
of the temple, forcibly throwing out the Sadducees' swindling animal sellers and money changers saying; "Make
not my Father's house into a house of merchandise." John 2:16 This is the first of four Passovers mentioned and 
that is how we know the length of His public ministry was about three and a half years.  We are only certain that
His Ministry was more than three and less than four years.  After the Passover, Jesus and company go out to the 
Jordan River to baptize people.  This was the same kind of 'back to God' revivalist baptism that John the Baptist
performed fairly close to there.  This was to raise 'God-consciousness' and to get the Jews ready to accept The 
Messiah.  This is not Christian baptism as Jesus has not established the Church yet.  Repeating this point of 
order; It is not by baptism but only by belief in Jesus that we first receive the Holy Spirit.  This is also about the 
time that John the Baptist gets arrested so Jesus and company leave for the security of the northern province of 
Galilee where there is less Sanhedrin control.  Big miracles start happening pretty quick now.  
 
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman; John 4:5-43 
Next is one of my favorite Jesus stories.  It is told only in John 4 and is about 880 words, good size for a Gospel
story.  There is much to think about.  The lessons in this little story are as relevant today as they were nearly 
2000 years ago when they were presented.  Also, the manner in which Jesus goes about teaching, is delightfully 
shrewd and spontaneous.  For clarity and historical context, we will look at a few pieces of background 
information before going into the actual encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman.  Among the four 
Gospel writer’s, it is only John and Luke who write with Samaritans or other Gentiles in mind.  It seems to me 
that both of their Gospels were written with Gentiles as the primary intended audience.  This story occurs 
probably a year or less into Jesus' public ministry.  In this story we see Jesus teaching the Samaritans salvation 
and teaching His disciples concepts that are way ahead of their time sociologically.  This story occurs in late 
spring and likely it is warm in the daytime but not unbearably hot.  In midsummer, it often gets unpleasantly 
scorching.  A month from now, the scrublands become more brown and dustier.  Yet when this story occurs, it 
is the most delightful time of year in Israel.  Jesus has left the Jerusalem area for two reasons.  First, there was 
the imprisonment of John the Baptist, a man whose character Jesus will soon openly admire. Matthew 11:7-11  
John will not survive his incarceration; Jesus probably would have known.  The second reason was the success 
Jesus had seen in the large numbers who believed in Him and were baptized by His disciples, more even than 
John The Baptist.  The Jewish religious authorities became jealous because the ordinary Jews were delighted to 
see Jesus coming as He is healing everyone and teaching by personal authority.  This is a common-sense type of
community engagement which the Pharisees are habitually missing.  The pharisees are openly and relentlessly 
scamming the Jews for money, special treatment or anything else they can think of and this had gotten old.  
Also, Jesus may have left Judea at this time because He did not want to provoke the Pharisees with a trivial 
issue, like how many people they were baptizing so soon into His public life but was waiting to confront them 
later with some 'big stuff' or that which would be more constructive to point out publicly. John 4:1-4 Jesus will 
use His upcoming Sermon on the Mount to point out some pretty big stuff to the Jewish religious authorities.  

Resentments and Disapproval between Jews and Samaritans
The conventional wisdom as to the origin of Samaritans is; they were the result of intermarriages between 
earlier Jews of the northern kingdom of Israel and Assyrian (Iranian) soldiers who became settlers and remained
in Israel after the Assyrian military occupation evolved into a resettlement.  A hundred eighty years after the 
Assyrian 'immigration' when the Jerusalem Jews were rebuilding following the Babylonian destruction the 
Samaritan colonizers, who didn't feel like military occupiers because they had not been for eight or ten 
generations, offered to help but were rebuffed, probably rudely.  The Samaritans greatly resented the Jewish 
lack of acceptance and built a temple on Mount Gerizim to rival and as a substitute for the Jerusalem temple as 
they were not welcome there and this becomes the second huge issue between them; 'Where is the appropriate 
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place to worship'.  Samaritans offered sacrifices in the Mosaic fashion, were devotees of the Torah, observed 
some Jewish feasts, and longed for the coming of The Messiah.  All of which is similar to being Jewish, yet it 
was not pure Jewish and the Jews remain wildly enthusiastic to point this and other discrepancies out.  So, 
Samaritans are holding their acceptance grudge which morphed into the much more powerful issue of 'where is 
the appropriate place to worship', Mount Gerizim or Jerusalem.  This grew into a colossal political bone of 
contention which has persisted in some incarnations into modern times.  So, although Samaritan culture closely 
resembles Jewish culture, intense resentments seethe on both sides.  An old Jewish adage: 'May my eyes never 
set on a Samaritan.'  So, whereas Samaritan resentment was about non-acceptance and 'where is the appropriate 
place to worship', Jewish resentment was solidly grounded in disapproval that the Samaritans had altered the 
Torah. Proverbs 30:5-6  There are approximately six thousand discrepancies between the Samaritan Torah and 
the Hebrew (Masoretic) Text. See; The Israelite Samaritan Version of the Torah, Binyamin Tsedaka.  Most of 
the differences are minor, yet some involve blatant alterations, such as the unconvincing Samaritan edict to 
construct an altar on Mount Gerizim.  To the Jews this was blasphemy, proof of Samaritan illegitimacy and the 
Jews were taking it much more seriously than the Samaritans who felt it perfectly reasonable to alter their Torah
because of Jewish non-acceptance and serendipitously, gleefully this drove the Jews absolutely crazy (a bit of 
historical editorializing there).  The Samaritan temple stood for about two hundred years before its destruction.  
It was destroyed in the Greek period (pre-roman) probably by the colorful Hasmonean Jewish leader and High 
Priest, John Hyrcanus in 128 BC, which was about 158 years before Jesus visits here.  So, the Samaritan temple 
has been long gone, but it is still referred to by the Samaritan woman in this story.  This because, even after 
some 350 years the Samaritans are still nursing their grudge that the Jews would not accept them and worse, had
destroyed the Samaritan temple.  The Jews maintained that the temple in Jerusalem was the only appropriate 
place to worship and that was Scripturally correct in the Mosaic Age of Law, to the chagrin of the Samaritans 
who chose to both overlook and take exception to that point and perplexingly they held both of those views 
concurrently while completely overlooking their own alterations of the Torah.  Like almost all of the social 
situations in Israel both then and now, the political dynamics were complex and emotionally intense.  

The Lay of the land and the politics
Because of the odd physical layout of the boundaries of the land and mutual animosity between Jews and 
Samaritans, Jews traveling between Judea and Galilee would frequently travel east and cross the Jordan River, 
the inland boundary and thus avoid the Samaritan strip of territory altogether.  Samaria was not part of Israel at 
that time; however, it did cut across Israel.  So, the Samaritan strip of land separated Judea from Galilee in a 
sharp attitudinal divide, if not so dramatic culturally or in observable life.  Jesus does not avoid Samaria.  He is 
the Savior of all mankind even though he is on a Jewish deployment or OP.  He will use this trip to directly 
confront the hundreds of years of disapproval between Jews and Samaritans.  He will set an example for the 
sake of His disciples, the Samaritans and for us.  So, as Jesus and his disciples traveled northward through 
Samaria, they approach the Samaritan city of Sychar.  This is near Mount Gerizim and about forty miles north 
of Jerusalem.  John records that "Jacob's well was there". John 4:6  That would have been just outside the city.  
Here is a little history on the Samaritan city of Sychar and the previous Jewish city of Schechem that had 
existed almost on the same spot; Genesis 33:18-20 says when Jacob returned to Schechem, he camped in front 
of the city and bought the land on which he pitched his tent.  Scholars insist that this plot of land is where 
Jacob's well has always been and of course the well itself is solid existential archeologically evidence 
supporting this.  Samaritans built Sychar almost atop the ruins of Schechem a few hundred years after it was 
destroyed by John Hyrcanus (or maybe by Simeon) near the end of the second century BC.  The Jews never did 
rebuild Schechem which was the older Israelite city.  Sychar was built later by Samaritans because they were 
there, colonizing this area after the conquest (captivity) of the northern Kingdom of Israel by Assyria.  It is a bit 
more complicated than that but still, this gives you the basic circumstances of the evolution of the 'old' and 'new'
cities almost on the same spot at the time of Jesus.  This is how Jacob's well, an Israelite artifact ended up in 
Samaritan territory at the time of Jesus.  Today we find the well is still not exactly in Israeli hands.  It is in the 
eastern part of the city of Nablus which is culturally Palestinian, not Jewish although it is technically still in 
Israel.  It is on the grounds of a Greek Orthodox (Christian) monastery.  From the building which recently 
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encloses the well, it is easy to see Mount Gerizim which only looks like a little hill, about two kilometers away. 
At the top of Mount Gerizim, there is only a scant archeological remnant of the Samaritan temple remaining.  

The Jewish attitude toward women 
This was most condescending.  The OT promoted respect towards women, yet the cultures of this time were 
overwhelmingly male-dominated.  The Jews had embraced this ubiquitous custom.  Jewish men had developed 
a strong superiority complex.  Often a Jewish man started his day with a prayer of thanks that he was not a 
Gentile, a slave, or a woman.  These three categories of people were regarded as if they were publicly invisible 
by Jewish men who would not speak to a woman in the street, not even their own wife or mother. Yet Jesus cuts
through all that boloney and addresses this woman with: "Give me to drink."  This surprises her.  In speaking to 
this woman, Jesus cuts through two barriers; one was a Jewish prejudice and two, a primitive and potent gender 
taboo that had socially separated men from women for thousands of years.  Repeating, in taking an interest in 
the spirituality of this woman, we see Jesus set an example for His disciples, for the Samaritans and for us. 
 
The Authority of Jesus at the Well 
It seems incidental to the story that, at the well, Jesus' disciples have "gone into the city to buy food". John 4:8  
This is cool because Jews generally would not eat food that was prepared or touched by Samaritans.  The rabbis
taught: No Israelite should eat anything that is a Samaritan's.  If he does, it is the same as if he ate swine's flesh 
or words to that affect.  Yet, the disciples are buying food in the Samaritan city of Sychar.  When they return 
with food, they find Jesus talking with a Samaritan (supposedly invisible) woman.  None of them says; 'Hey, 
what are you doing talking with that Samaritan woman?' John 4:27  Jesus is teaching them that all human 
differences are abolished in the Kingdom of God; Samaritan, Jew, Gentile, man, woman, slave or free.  All are 
the same in the Kingdom of God. Galatians 3:23-29  All earthly clout or lack thereof remains on earth. Yeah!

The Messiah is Tired
When Jesus arrives at Jacob's well He sits, "being wearied with his journey". John 4:6  So, Jesus was tired and it
was "about the sixth hour."  This would be about noon in Jewish time and likely day two of the journey.  Jesus 
walked everywhere, putting up with weariness and all things human, all of it voluntarily and all for our benefit.  
Again, I mention here that while sin is voluntary so too is redemption and atonement.  Jesus' volunteering to be 
in human form is equivalent to us volunteering to be in Paleolithic time.  Can you imagine yourself as a Homo 
erectus attempting to instruct the other hominids in spiritual matters using only their simplistic language and 
your audience is of severely limited intellect?  They would not understand and probably just kill you for 
upsetting their status quo.  Jesus, of course, had to know that and He was planning a huge upset to the Jewish 
political status quo in Israel.  "He who comes from above is above all others; he who is from the Earth belongs 
to the Earth and uses earthly speech."  John 3:31  John the Baptist, again with more of his intrinsic knowledge. 

The Actual Encounter 
When Jesus asked the woman for a drink of water, he amazed her.  "How is it that you, a Jew..." she knew from 
his clothes and accent "asks a drink of me, a Samaritan woman?"  John 4:9  In spite of her amazement, she 
answers rather boldly for this historical time.  Jesus immediately lifts the conversation to a higher level and 
captures her attention by introducing spiritual matters that He already knew were of interest to her.  Jesus said; 
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that says to you, Give me to drink; you would have asked of him, 
and he would have given you living water." John 4:10  I bet this set her mind to racing.  Jesus speaks of a gift, 
not a reward, using imagery of something superior to what is at hand, 'living water' which meant fresh, cool 
running water not warm and stagnant as would likely be found in any desert well.  Jesus associates the living 
water with himself and suggests that He has Spiritual gifts to give.  Jesus' statement produces an immediate 
effect.  The woman changes her tone and addresses Him as; "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep; where will you get the living water?  You're not greater than our father Jacob, are you, who gave us this 
well, which provided water for him, his family, and his livestock?"  She is thinking of ordinary water and she is 
curious if a bit challenging.  Jesus who never speaks down to anyone, encourages her by pointing out that He is 
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not speaking of ordinary water.  "One can keep drinking of this water, and he will be thirsty again; but anyone 
who takes but a swallow of the water about which I'm speaking, won't ever thirst again."  He is speaking of the 
gift, not reward, of Grace, implying that the spiritual water of which he spoke would become eternal life.  Still 
not grasping His higher meaning, but captivated, the woman now urges Jesus to; "give me this water".  So, she 
is attracted to Grace.  Next, Jesus puts His point right in her face by implying she has sins to be forgiven.  "Go, 
call your husband, and return," He instructs.  Surprised for the third time today, she shoots back, "I don't have a 
husband!"  Next, Jesus really blows her mind with information any normal man could not possibly know.  "The 
fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.  What you have just said is 
quite true."  The information revealed by Jesus was dramatic to her because it exposed her life.  The woman 
realizes Jesus had accessed her personal information (way before computer hacking).  So, returning to her 
respectful form of address she said, "Sir, I perceive that you are a Prophet…" John 4:19  Now, here is an often 
missed but significant point of the story; Samaritans believed and still do that there is no Prophet after Moses 
except The Messiah.  They point to the following Scripture of Moses as proof; "The LORD your God will raise 
up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen " Deuteronomy 
18:15.  Jesus, of course, was the fulfillment of that prophecy.  In saying she perceives Jesus is a Prophet, she has
floated a trial balloon regarding Messiahship even though she was uneasy with all of this.  She was likely 
looking for His reaction and when she doesn’t get any, she skillfully slip-slides the conversation from her 
inadequacies to; 'where is the appropriate place to worship', which is, of course, the long-standing bone of 
contention between Samaritans and Jews and familiar safer ground for this Samaritan woman.  

A side point; both the Samaritans and Jews are holding grudges.  Carrying a grudge loads us up so we can't 
carry much else, like the love of God.  Grudges are completely voluntary, just like sin and redemption.  I urge 
you in the strongest terms to let go of any grudges you may be carrying and God will set you free.  Some people
are carrying their grudges and the weight of it is bearing down on them unmercifully, crushing the life out of 
them and yet some stubbornly refuse to let go.  Pathetically human.  Anyway, back to the story, she continues; 

"Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, but you..." (Jews) "say that Jerusalem is the necessary place of 
worship."  She was referring to the Samaritan temple on Mount Gerizim, destroyed about 158 years earlier.  
Jesus observes that the time is coming when worship would not be a matter of any physical place, rather, it 
would be spiritual in nature.  This strongly suggests that the end of the Mosaic system was nearing.  In two 
years, it will be the Church that Jesus is establishing that will be the vehicle for salvation.  Next, Jesus contrasts 
Samaritan worship and Jewish worship, pointing out that true worship is more than emotion, it is based in 
knowledge.  "You Samaritans worship that which you do not know.  We worship what we do know, for 
salvation is of the Jews."  Here He is taking a swipe at the altered Samaritan Torah.  Like all the Jews, Jesus 
knew perfectly well that altering the Bible was inappropriate and He seems to be making that point. Proverbs 
30:5-6  If you alter the Bible you don't know what you are worshiping.  God had long been working out a 
salvation plan via the Jews, not the Samaritans.  The woman does not comment on this, I bet she instinctively 
knew that it was inappropriate to alter the Bible and so it was a safer strategy for her to let His remark pass.  So,
Jesus continues saying that the hour is coming when there would be true worshippers.  These are, of course, 
worshippers who are the redeemed Christian children of God.  Jesus describes this class of people as those who 
"worship the Father in spirit and in truth."  This woman is convinced that Jesus is a Prophet and to her 
Samaritan reasoning, that means He is The Messiah and you can see her focusing in on that possibility.  "I know
that The Messiah is coming, when he comes, he will declare all things to us." John 4:25  Jesus does not 
disappoint her; "I who speak unto thee am He."  Jesus is not being subtle about this subject; He is The Messiah. 
At this, the woman left her water jug and ran back to the city.  Her testimony to the citizens of the community 
was persuasive.  She claimed to have met a man "who told me all things that I ever did."  This shows us her 
direct realization that Jesus had supernatural abilities.  Then she uses a clever question to capture the villager's 
interest; "Could this be The Messiah?"  It seems to have been a skillful enough question because straight away 
the little group of people depart from the town and make their way to the well where they find Jesus and 
company, just as she had said.  Meantime, the disciples are trying to persuade Jesus to eat some of the food they
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brought.  Jesus works on their education first and He was likely stalling a bit because He had to know that the 
Samaritan woman and others from town would be arriving momentarily at the well to see Him.  So, He elevates 
the dialogue by saying something they find perplexing.  "I have food to eat of which you are not aware".  They 
murmured among themselves, "Did someone else bring him food?"  Jesus then explains his symbolism: "I have 
a nourishment that transcends the physical.  It is to accomplish the plan for which God sent me."  There are 
spring-time farm fields nearby (I assume) and it seems He seizes upon that in His teaching.  "You have a 
saying, that in four months, harvest time will be here.  Look; lift up your eyes to the 'human crop,' who, even 
now, are ripe for harvest."  Jesus says it is time to reap among these people for the Kingdom of God.  So, the 
sowers and reapers are laborers together, and their combined activity will result in the production of a crop, i.e., 
souls to receive eternal life.  This is the principle of evangelism, sometimes you sow, sometimes you reap, but 
it's all for the good.  A few years on, some of the disciples will return here and evangelize among these people.  
  
The Harvest from Sychar
Jesus spent two days in Sychar teaching.  There are a few more points to note here.  John says that "many of the
Samaritans believed on him."  This reveals that Jesus had prophesied correctly; these Samaritans were ripe for 
harvest which indicates that in spite of the cross-cultural failing in their religious history these people were 
ready to accept The Messiah.  So, as it turned out, the Samaritans were ready to accept The Messiah but the 
Jews who considered themselves superior to Samaritans were not ready and would soon reject and kill Him.  A 
little of John's delightful irony right there.  This refutes the arrogant assumption that we humans can judge the 
quality of character based upon external circumstances.  The Samaritans believed initially based on the woman's
story regarding the exposure of her past.  This is more telling when we consider that a woman's word counted 
for almost nothing in these ancient cultures.  However, this woman's statement was so powerful that it 
transcended that historical divide.  John also mentions here that the Samaritans 'besought' Jesus to stay with 
them.  That means they repeatedly asked him to remain with them.  This suggests that Jesus resisted at first but 
relented to their imploring Him.  So, Jesus is touched by sincere urging regarding eternal life.  Well, God 
doesn't change and that is actually pretty useful information for any of us today if we evangelize at all.  Also, in 
addition to the initial crowd who believed, John says that as a result of Jesus' stopover "many more believed" 
this time "because of his word."  These would be other villagers who were working elsewhere or getting cleaned
up for lunch or whatever and were not immediately available when she ran back to town and quickly told her 
story to whoever was handy.  Likely they were not thinking of Jesus merely as a Prophet for the Jews but saw 
that he was The Messiah and the Savior of the world. John 4:41-42  The Israelis thought that The Messiah was 
to be exclusively for the benefit of the Jews, but God, as is often the case, had His own bigger plan.  
                      
Few More Selected Events
Again, I am skipping over some events to get to the parts I would like to emphasize.  He will teach mostly in 
Galilee for the next two years.  He stops by His home town of Nazareth where He experiences His first 
rejection. Luke 4:16-30  At the temple, He reads a little Scripture and tells them that the Jews don't have an 
exclusive on getting into the Kingdom of God.  This is where He starts out on His redemption from sin agenda.  
Well, the locals are only interested in redemption from Rome.  They are probably thinking something like; 
Show us your army you will use to defeat Rome if you are The Messiah.  And wait a minute, is this not Jesus 
the son of Joseph, the carpenter whom we have known all his life?  He can't be The Messiah.  Also, all the Jews 
back then knew from OT Scripture that The Messiah was supposed to be born in the City of David which is 
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and Jesus is not advertising the fact that He was born there. Luke 2:11  By withholding 
His birth-town He seems to be metering out the amount of faith necessary to believe in Him.  I think He does 
not want to reduce the amount of faith required.  God had to have all those technical 'amounts of faith' issues 
decided before Jesus came to Earth as a man.  Anyone who was not a long time personal friend of His family 
was thinking He was born in Nazareth.  Here we see the Jew's reasoning regarding The Messiah to be 
technically and karmically inept.  In the face of His lack of an army to defeat Rome, they misinterpreted the OT,
and they reasoned that proved He could not be The Messiah.  Same flawed reasoning as the Pharisees on that.  
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They surely didn't want to hear the next thing he had to say about Gentiles of faith in the OT.  He mentions two 
Gentiles whom Elijah the Prophet helped; Zarephath a widow helped in time of famine and Naaman the Syrian, 
the only leper that was ever cleansed of the disease.  So, He is saying because the Jews reject Him, the Gentiles 
were going to get in on the Kingdom of God, something they had always been taught was exclusively a Jewish 
advantage and this makes their anger rise.  Next, He says that admittance into the Kingdom of God will be 
coming to people on the basis of faith, not nationality.  Being Jewish will no longer be sufficient.  That did it.  
They explode and decide to throw him off the cliff, today Mount Precipice.  However, He just did something 
cool like blind their eyes and minds to Him and He peacefully walks away.  The Scripture words it; "When they
heard this, the people in the synagogue were furious.  Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the edge 
of the cliff on which the town was built.  They intended to push him over the cliff, but he passed right through 
the crowd and went on his way." Luke 4:28-30  So, we are not told how He did it, but He performs a passive 
defense from this mob intent on killing Him.  This charming low-profile miracle is right in the faces of people 
who are in unbelief of His Messiahship.   First, they can't see that He is The Messiah and then they can't see 
Him at all.  Jesus points up a little irony here for what He had to know would be our reading delight all these 
years later.  John, who soon joins them must have heard of this Messianic irony and it was not lost on him.  So, 
Jesus becomes a bit of a displaced person in that He no longer has a home town where He will be welcome.  
                      
So, He has settled in at Capernaum by the sea, Peter's house I assume.  He selects four fishermen (Simon Peter, 
his brother Andrew, James and John) to be disciples.  The number of His disciples goes from five up to nine.  
He heals a demon-possessed man on the Sabbath and the Pharisees take exception to this because it violates one
of their man-made laws. Luke 4:31-37. Mark 1:21-28  Because He teaches by personal authority commanding 
the demon out of the man against its will, there is huge public exhilaration.  The crowd swells to several 
thousand strong by now.  They recognize that He is teaching by personal authority not seen in Israel since the 
time of Elijah eight hundred years prior. Matthew 7:28-29  The Pharisees would always teach by quoting Rabbi 
so-in-so who in turn used to quote Rabbi thus-in-such, etc. etc. in a long line of avoidance of any personal 
responsibility and other long practiced devious ambiguities.  Prior to His rejection by the Nation of Israel, Jesus 
taught with refreshing authority.  I think that His healing miracles on the Sabbath intentionally bypasses the 
Pharisees' authority which they derive from laws of man not Laws of God.  His action here weakens the 
Pharisees' control over ordinary Jews and their strong adverse reactions expose their duplicitous motives.  Jesus 
is a force unto Himself, analogous to a space-time or cosmic singularity which includes the analytic space 
required for His divinely powered signs and miracles here in the physical world.  Both Jesus and a space-time 
singularity are unimaginably powerful, except Jesus’s power is intelligently directed not by mere proximity.  
   
He uses Peter's house as a forward operating base for His healing miracles, Scripture doesn't say how long but 
likely they would stay holed up here for a couple of days at a time to rest.  Some scholars think that His mass 
healings at this point in the Gospels were to give us a taste of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.  That 
sounds about right to me and it surely is a delightful thought.  Next, He sets out on His first tour of Galilee.  He 
now has nine of the disciples with Him.  He heals all manner of diseases in a vast amount of people. Matthew 
4:24-25.  Word of His deeds has spread out by now maybe for about a hundred miles Matthew 4:24  More 
people come to see Him with their sick and injured.  He heals them all.  He looks unstoppable at this point and 
it seems the crowds may not have been the most-polite because of their great enthusiasm. Luke 6:17-19  These 
people are starting to think maybe He is The Messiah.  Sometimes people in the crowds would be pushing and 
elbowing for position to get physically closer to Him, so they could touch Him. Mark 3:10, Luke 6:19  This was
normal behavior for enthusiastic crowds of this time period and of course persists in some areas to this day.  
                                       
A 'messianic miracle' and great excitement becomes huge excitement 
To restate two points about the 'messianic miracles'; First, these miracles were stupendous at the time of Jesus.  
Although the Pharisees were mistaken that only The Messiah could perform them, the Jews didn't know that.  
The second point is that; whereas you can safely bet your life upon whatever is found in Divine Scripture, that 
is never the case with religious opinion.  The concept of the 'messianic miracles' has always been just the 
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Pharisees' opinion and is entirely non-Scriptural.  The Pharisees who contrived the concept and the list of the 
'messianic miracles' were not actual prophets, none of them.  Consequently, anyone including a false prophet 
may well be able to perform these miracles.  Something like this is predicted in Matthew 24:24-25.  Still, no one
was thinking anything like that at the time of Jesus and of course Matthew's Gospel had not even been written 
yet.  So, everyone was simply blown away when He performed the miracle.  Likely any of us would have been 
incredibly impressed to see Jesus perform any miracle. 

A side point here is that Elijah's cleansing of Naaman the Syrian leper occurred 880 years prior to this and a few
hundred years before the establishment of the concept of the 'messianic miracles'.  The Pharisees made up the 
concept of the 'messianic miracles' by all accounts to help the Jews identify their Messiah when He came.  Jesus
performed all three 'messianic miracles', He never commented on the validity of the concept.  So, supposedly 
only The Messiah would be able to perform them, however, those poor souls who are unlucky enough to live 
into the Tribulation may be forced to see the false prophets of Matthew 24:24-25 perform some.  
   
So, He performs the miracle and it is a really big one; the cleansing of a leper.  Leprosy is a mycobacterium 
causing skin disfigurations.  Leprosy caused a long, lingering death and there was no treatment prior to the late 
1930s.  At highest risk were people living near stagnant, polluted water or with compromised immune systems, 
facts not known in Jesus’ time.  Lepers at this historical time were greatly feared and had to call out the words; 
'Unclean, Unclean' if they were to meet anyone anywhere.  They were totally not permitted to socialize.  It was 
widely believed that if anyone had leprosy they must have sinned and were being punished, ignorance and 
superstition.  Nobody wanted to see a leper coming.  Jesus, in curing this man, actually reaches out and touches 
him, a huge taboo at that time.  "Straight away the leprosy departed from him." Mark 1: 41-42  An instant visual
transformation with many hundreds of witnesses likely resulting in a colossal spontaneous eruption of 
excitement (best historical guess).  To the Jews, this is proof that Jesus is God, The Messiah.  This would have 
darkened the mood of the Pharisees tagging along as they wanted to think Jesus was just another local crazy and
not The Messiah.  The Pharisees were uncomfortable with Jesus, but they have not started challenging Him.  
Soon they will start challenging Him.  Anyway, next Jesus starts His second tour of Galilee where He will 
become persona non-grata to the Pharisees, then a whirlwind climax.  Plenty of big events are coming right up.  
      
Next, at Peter's house, a paralyzed man is brought for Him to heal.  Thousands are crowded around the house 
and the litter-bearers can't get in to see Him.  So, they carry their friend up to the roof.  Many houses in the 
Middle East at this time had an exterior stairway to the roof for enjoying the cool of the evening.  They remove 
some of the roofing and lower the paralytic down, as it turns out right in front of Jesus.  He uses this opportunity
to advance His Messianic identity telling the man "Your sins are forgiven."  This sets off some Pharisees and 
Scribes who had been tagging along to thinking 'Hey, wait a minute, only God can forgive sins'.  This is the first
hostility Jesus receives in Galilee.  Jesus picks right up on their thoughts and so says to them; "So you know 
The Son of Man has the power on Earth to forgive sins".  Then to the paralytic, He says; "Arise, take up thy bed
and go to thy house." Mark 2:10-11  Right away, the guy gets up and does it and again there is huge excitement.
Jesus is pointing up that; since He had the power to heal the paralyzed man which was visible, it follows that He
must also have the power to forgive sins, even thought that act is not superficially visible and therefore, He 
must be The Messiah.  The Pharisees consistently miss Jesus' point and are likely thinking something like; 
'What? That is not possible' but of course all things are possible for God, The Messiah.  'But The Messiah has to
come from Bethlehem, not dirt-poor Nazareth' they were likely thinking.  Again, we see that He is intentionally 
not advertising the fact that He was born in Bethlehem.  I am sure that He realized this would have been an 
ideal time to mention it.  So, it seems that He is intentionally withholding His birth town and I think it is so they
will have to make a leap of faith to accept Him as Messiah.  We all had to make the same leap of faith to accept 
Jesus as Lord and Savior and my guess is He does not want to give the Jews a pass on the faith issue.  It seems 
to me that all people would like a pass on the faith issue, but all of us must make the same leap of faith, the size 
of which was probably ordained by the Father before the foundation of the world (a favorite guess of mine).  
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The next day He spots a tax collector sitting at a place of toll on the road.  He calls this guy to follow Him and 
the guy immediately gets up and follows Jesus, abandoning his valuable tax collector job.  This was a job that 
the tax collector had to actually purchase, often with help from their family, and which was making him 
wealthy.  This guy's name is Levi Matthew and he is known to us simply as Matthew.  Later he will write the 
magnificent Synoptic Gospel according to Matthew.  This brings Him up to ten disciples.  Later, and still on the
same day, Matthew throws a dinner party for Jesus which is attended by tax collectors and prostitutes, the only 
people who would associate with a tax collector.  The Pharisees tagging along with Jesus spot the obvious and 
disapprove of the company.  Jesus tells them; "They that are whole have no need of a physician, but they that 
are sick.  I came not to call the righteous but sinners." Matthew 9:12-13, Mark 2:17  The Pharisees didn't 
approve of the company Jesus was keeping, but truly He came to save the common people, the sinners, the 'us' 
of the world.  I think that was a terrific idea…oddly enough.  

The next big feast mentioned in the Gospels was likely the second Passover of His public ministry and they go 
back to Jerusalem to observe it.  At the temple, they spot a man who had been bedridden for thirty-eight years.  
The guy is lying by the pool (known as Bethesda, John 5:2) at the sheep gate of the temple where lots of 
handicapped people come to be cured.  But this guy had no one to help him get into the healing pool of water at 
the critical moment when it bubbled up, so he has never been healed.  This pool would unexplainably bubble 
sometimes.  Locals thought and John reports in John 5:3-5 that the first person to get into the pool after it started
to bubble up could be healed of whatever ailed them.  You can imagine the stampede after it started to bubble 
up and it is only the first person in the water who is getting cured.  So, this bedridden man with no one to help 
him has never had any chance of getting in first.  In any case, Jesus tells the bedridden man; "Arise, take up thy 
bed and walk." (a bed would be a sleeping mat) and straightaway the man was made whole and took up his bed 
and walked. John 5:8-9  When the Pharisees spot this guy they don't say; Hey, how did you get into the water 
first?  After many years, they would recognize the guy.  Instead, they say something like; 'Hey, you are not 
allowed to carry your bed on the Sabbath.'  The Pharisees suffered from over-prescribed lives and consistently 
missed the point for the sake of their Tradition Laws.  Jesus defends himself explaining that the Father is always
working to bestow the gift of salvation and that the Son must do as the Father does, etc.  At this, the Pharisees 
decide to have Him killed because He is saying He is The Son of God and therefore He is blaspheming in their 
minds.  In deciding this, The Pharisees voluntarily blind themselves to the fact that this really is the Son of God,
the expected prophetic Messiah in human form standing among them.  Well, if Jesus is the Messiah, that would 
be fatal to their authority as Jesus publicly rejects the authority of the Tradition Laws which these men and their
ancestors had contrived over the last four hundred years.  So, if The Messiah does not accept their Tradition 
Laws than their credibility, presently part way out, would be fully out in the manure pile.  I'm guessing that they
couldn't let that happen.  The Jewish masses were fed-up with the Pharisees ongoing money scams and they also
hated the Pharisees sneaking around the Tradition Laws for themselves.  So, the religious leaders have created 
the context in which they need to publicly prove that Jesus is just a local crazy and not the Son of God.  Jesus 
does not hang around to allow them an opportunity to kill Him.  He and his company head back to the security 
of the northern province of Galilee.  The Pharisees dispatch some of their Scribes and Pharisees to tag along 
with Jesus to test Him and see if they can get something on Him which they can use to discredit Him publicly.  
From this point on out, it will be difficult for Jesus to get any privacy.  Between the hostile religious authorities 
and His own outrageous and growing popularity, there are now thousands of people following Him everywhere.
The crowd varies from a low of maybe several hundred to a high of about twenty thousand and would probably 
swell like that spontaneously in a day or two.  The word is out.  These people are in dire need of a better life and
they flock, almost swarm, wanting to see for themselves if this Jesus is actually their expected Messiah.  

Next is another Sabbath controversy when His disciples, who haven't eaten in a couple of days, pick some 
wheat tops and work the eatable kernels loose and snack on this as they walk along.  The Pharisees jump right 
on this saying that they are breaking the Sabbath because it is forbidden to work on the Sabbath; threshing grain
in this case plus a bunch of Tradition of The Elders sub-infractions.  Jesus gives them a five-point defense, 
which is a whole lot more than I would have given these blockheads at this point.  He ends with words to the 
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effect that He, The Son of Man, is Lord over the Sabbath. Matthew 12:1-8  Again referring to the authority of  
God as opposed to the authority of men and manmade laws.  I do like His point but I bet the Pharisees didn't.  
      
Next, there is yet another Sabbath healing by Jesus.  There are seven examples of Jesus as a man healing on the 
Sabbath.  Another seven.  This Sabbath healing occurs in the temple in Capernaum.  Prominently seated by the 
Pharisees there is a man with a withered hand. Matthew 12;10  Knowing that Jesus is performing miracles, the 
Pharisees ask Him; Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?  Jesus says; If you have one sheep that fell into a pit on 
the Sabbath, would you not lift it out?  How much more valuable is a man than a sheep? Matthew 12:9-14  This 
stumps them and they just keep mum.  So, He restores the man's hand and the Pharisees immediately storm out 
and strike up a conspiracy with some local Herodians (remember them?) to kill Jesus.  Notice they focus on the 
perceived infraction of their Tradition law and not the miracle which they are incapable of performing.  So, 
these petty, insular men are protecting their considerable political power.  Of course, such protectionism is still 
common today.  Now there are two conspiracies to kill Him, one back in Jerusalem and just today, this one here
in Capernaum. Mark 3:6  Jesus' situation is more dangerous and constricted, yet He is not going to back down 
as I would have deemed prudent under the circumstances.  There will be no retrenchment by Jesus, He is going 
forward with His deployment.  It seems to me that He is surely setting up a glide-path to His own Crucifixion.  

Next, He teaches and heals great multitudes by the Sea of Galilee.  Then He spends a night in prayer and the 
next day He finishes the selection of His twelve disciples and renames them 'Apostles'.  Again, notice twelve 
disciples, twelve tribes of Israel and twelve thrones of judgement, Luke 22:30  Next is His famous Sermon on 
the Mount which always seemed to me should be termed Sermon on the side hill.  But later I discovered the 
word 'mount' in this culture could be any little step up, not necessarily a mountain.  The area considered to be 
the spot where the sermon occurred is a lovely grassy field.  Today a church and a monastery have been built 
there and it is a beautiful place with a peaceful view.  People go there today to re-read The Sermon on the 
Mount.  This was a profoundly experientially place for me, as in goosebumps and personal revelations.  It is 
peaceful, beautiful and it surely feels to me like this exact spot is little-changed over the last 2000 years.  
    
The Sermon on the Mount   
Interestingly, there were many thousands of people present and Jesus likely did not yell or use the soaring voice 
inflections of modern orators.  The culture of the day makes it seem most plausible that He spoke in a clear, 
firm voice and the fact that there has never been a single historical comment about anyone being unable to hear 
him seems to indicate that His voice carried better than yours or mine.  There was often pushing and elbowing 
to get physically closer to Him, however never a single mention of people not being able to hear.  How about 
that.  This seems to me to be another unacknowledged miracle, like the unexplained method He used to walk 
away from hostile crowds intending on killing Him.  He does that several times just as He often spoke to large 
crowds of ten to twenty thousand people with no sound system and seemingly everyone could hear just fine.  
  
There is way too much in the Sermon on the Mount to cover in this introductory text.  We are only going to hit a
couple of the high points that seem most relevant to an introduction.  Some of this needs to be appreciated in 
historical context.  Much of it remains as earth-shaking today as it ever was.  It really is a big deal.  Let's review
the cool historical context first.  The ninety-plus years of Roman military occupation in Israel created a wildly 
popular public notion that the Jewish Messiah, who was expected per biblical prophecy, would arrive and they 
assumed would overthrow Rome to finally set them free.  Well, The Messiah was supposed to set them free of 
sin, not Rome, but that detail was not spelled out clearly enough for people in desperate need.  You probably 
already know that under extreme stress, people can spontaneously see more of what they need to see, rather than
what is actually there.  That is likely what happened 'silently' or without there awareness with the Jews.  

So, at this point Jesus is present;
Openly claiming to be the biblical Jewish Messiah.
Preaching that the Kingdom of God was at hand (almost here).
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Claiming to have the inside scoop on how you could get into the Kingdom of God.

It was the third point that was the political bone of contention between Jesus and the Pharisees.  More to the 
point, it was about the authority of God as opposed to the authority of the men who were making up all these 
tradition laws.  This scoop or information on how to get into the Kingdom of God is still referred to as 
righteousness in the bible and it means to be appropriate in one's spiritual relationships with God and everyone; 
to be right in the eyes of God and His bar is higher than yours.  The Pharisees wanted but did not have the scoop
on getting into the Kingdom of God, so they just fabricated their best guess and called it the Tradition of The 
Elders.  God-righteousness is appropriateness in God's eyes, which is quite the opposite of human self-
righteousness or wanting to be 'right' about stuff, a human genetic default which the Pharisees wallowed in, 
completely missing the intent of God-righteousness.  The Pharisees kept the technicalities of the law while 
closing their eyes to, eschewing, and cheating on its intent.  We have all seen people who would rather be 'right'
more than happy, loved, or even alive.  Have you noticed?  A confusion at the time was that; With no Army, 
Jesus would seem miscast as an off-the-rack Field Marshal who could rout the Roman Empire.  But still, He 
was performing many grand, public and unimaginable miracles.  Such powerful public signs had never been 
seen or performed before and there was enormous anticipation that Jesus was at least a Prophet and maybe even
The Messiah.  The Locals were hugely fatigued with the exploitation from Rome and from some of their people 
who worked for Rome.  The masses were frustrated, pessimistic, anxious, expectant, incredulous, confused and 
they are not seeing any earthly light at the end of their tunnel.  The Jews have always enjoyed a strong national 
identity as the biblical chosen people of God which they are, but the Romans had caused some Jews to doubt 
that with their ninety-plus year military occupation.  Like any people who have to wait a long time for God to 
act, the Jews started to invent things to reassure themselves.  Things like; The Messiah would overthrow Rome 
when he arrived or The Tradition Laws would guarantee righteousness.  This phenomenon is known in science 
as cognitive bias; a deviation in rationality or sound judgment propelled by hopeful misplacement of cause-and-
effect logic or by wishful thinking.  This phenomenon can sometimes be seen in people we know.  Also, along 
with cognitive bias, it seems that the Jews were suffering from self-imposed confirmation bias.  The two biases 
are often seen as hand-in-glove in pseudo-scientific inquiry or false religions.  Confirmational bias is looking 
for evidence that confirms your pre-existing opinion.  The Jewish religious authorities thought that Jesus could 
not be The Messiah because he comes from Galilee, not Bethlehem.  Oddly, they have access to Him but it 
never occurs to them to ask Him where He was born. John 7:50-52  Most of us have seen examples of both of 
the biases in personal experience.  I suspect that the biases evolved 'silently' or without the Jews being aware of 
it.  I am guessing that this fallacious reasoning evolved to allow them to feel that destiny had provided them 
some much needed earthly light at the end of their tunnel.  So, they just made up the Tradition laws.  Jesus 
invalidated that as the Ecumenical Councils invalidated the heretics in the years to follow.  People making 
things up for personal gain or to enforce an individual need for order and reassurance is a historically common 
occurrence, especially in religions.  This is plenty of reason to stick with only what is in the Bible.  Entertain no 
religion which does not get its information exclusively from the Bible.  Full Stop.  Also, reject any religion that 
selectively believes only what bits and pieces they like or those parts of the Bible they find more convenient. 

So, the Pharisees claimed that they had the inside scoop on how to get into the Kingdom of God.  They said the 
righteousness question was all handled with their Tradition of the Elders.  You follow all their laws and you 
must be in.  Right?  However, that was merely their guess, a fabrication, yet they conducted themselves as if 
their guess was, in fact, the law of God, which it most definitely was not.  But now here comes this Jesus who 
both claims to be, and surely looks like He is The Messiah, who, after ninety-plus years of Roman military rule, 
is going to lead them straight into the Kingdom of God, probably in the next few days.  Up until the Sermon on 
the Mount, it was not generally known what Jesus would say about the Pharisee's claim to righteousness.  What 
was clear is that Jesus had a huge popular following and if He validated the Pharisaic model of righteousness 
that would likely cinch for Him total support and consolidation of the Jewish population.  What do you think a 
contemporary political candidate might do facing this kind of power vacuum?  If the Pharisees did not quite 
have it right, what's a little 'white lie' for the greater good of the masses?  Why, they might want to make Him 
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their king which would give Him a shortcut around the cross, as Satan had suggested.  Pretty tempting.  People 
do seem to have the most appalling ability to overlook their personal stupidity.  But never yours of course.  
  
First, a little more background information:  The Pharisees, in subscribing to tens of thousands of their laws 
outsmarted themselves.  They built fallacy into their laws through exchanging of the internal biblical model of 
righteousness, for an external model.  Internal processes generally guide us while external processes are more 
task orientated.  So, to the Pharisee's convenience, righteousness was changed to mean that you were not guilty 
of a sin until you actually commit it.  This falsehood provided the linchpin for all of their escape clauses.  They 
had built many secret escape clauses into their Tradition Laws likely because they were constantly thinking 
about financial sins against their own people.  It may have been silently or without their awareness, we just 
don't know, but they did exchange the internal biblical model for an external model which made their escape 
clauses possible.  It is obvious that they paid much more attention to their financial success rather than any 
religious motivation.  Later in the sermon, Jesus explains that as soon as you consider committing a sin you are 
guilty of it so acting on it is only incidental.  Jesus said that the model of righteousness was meant to be internal,
not external as the Pharisees had conveniently assumed.  This is how the Pharisees reversed the intent of the 
Mosaic Law.  Jesus points out that the internal model was the intent of the Mosaic Law and His preference 
would be to enforce every single tiny part of the Law. "For truly, I say to you, until heaven and Earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished." Matthew 5:18 Referring in part to
the internal intent of the Mosaic Law of which Jesus was the fulfillment.  The Pharisees consistently miss this 
point because advocates of self-deceptive accommodation can never acknowledge reality.  Also, "until all is 
accomplished" means until redemption and judgment are accomplished.  Our salvation has been accomplished 
but the promised Judgement of the guilty has not occurred yet.  I sort of imagine the Pharisees at the time 
waiting for Jesus to give their Tradition of the fathers' laws, with its external version of righteousness, His seal 
of approval as they felt quite comfortable that they were correct.  But then right after the first group of 
Beatitudes; short statements beginning with; 'Blessed are the…'  The beatitudes contrast Kingdom values from 
worldly values and promise blessings on those who keep them and woes, which are miseries, upon those don’t.  
Anyway, Jesus drops the bomb on the Pharisees with; "For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law, you will certainly not enter the Kingdom of Heaven." Mathew
5:20  That puckered them.  They of course knew their 'righteousness' was all about appearances and technically 
faking it.  He goes right on contrasting the difference between external and internal righteousness in the cases 
of; murder, adultery, divorce, oaths, and gentleness. Mathew 5: 27-42  Jesus contests their narrative with some 
'big stuff' like love your enemies and the Pharisees are likely crazy and fuming; 'How dare He say we got it 
wrong.  He can't do that.  He is not going to get away with this.' or likely some kind of stuff like that which 
tends to run strongly through one's brain when they are crazy-mad, furious.  A bit of historical editorializing on 
the Pharisee's internal raving as that seems consistent with their greatly exaggerated imagined personal 
authority.  So, there was likely some drama roiling beneath the surface of what we typically think of as this 
peaceful Sermon on the Mount.  It was peaceful for almost everyone.  There are so many more cool things He 
says in the Sermon and I am leaving that for you to discover later.  We will now focus on what seems to be the 
major point of the Sermon and a major point of the life of Jesus.  Right here, Jesus tells us something so radical 
that the locals could never have imagined it coming, nor could they even wrap their minds around it.  It is 
hidden in plain sight, right there in His sermon; To those who would say; 'It's not sinful to be rich.'  He says; 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit."  Meaning the humble because often with riches, arrogance will tag along close 
behind, common human sequential partners.  To those who would say; 'An eye for an eye.'  He says; "Turn the 
other cheek."  So, He would have us defeat rivals with higher ethical character which was unheard of and is 
spiritual or soft power as opposed to force or hard power which is brittle.  He would smear love on the abscess 
of hate, the only cure for the infection.  In this manner, He advocates a kind of self-destruction.  Forgive those 
who put you to death.  Bless those who curse you.  Live in this world yet remain uncontaminated by its ways 
and your own human nature.  He was the antithesis of earthly values and I feel that is what He meant for us to 
be.  Here we all fall short of His standards.  He advocated selflessness which the world would never allow to 
exist.  This is the actual cause of His death on the cross because He had to practice what he preached and this 
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leads Him to His own Crucifixion.  Jesus was at odds with what our world holds precious.  He had to die by the 
hand of man.  Try loving those plotting to kill you if you can.  Typically, Jesus is up to that and we are not.  
   
Here is a small personal note.  It is because of the above and much more that I advise you to play it straight with
God.  Do not second guess Him.  Do not attempt to bargain with or manipulate Him.  Bring Him your thoughts, 
your questions, your confusions; He is especially diligent at giving us clarity regarding Christian confusions.  
Ask him about anything as plainly and straight forward as you possibly can.  It requires no special clothing or 
language skills to speak to God.  Just keep it simple and humble.  See for yourself if He does not respond to you
with understanding, love, and support.  The closer you get to God, the more dead-certain you will become that 
you should be humble and respectful.  For the entire first five years that I was researching becoming Christian, I
had serious misgivings about violence I saw in the OT.  Finally, it occurred to me to ask God for help in 
understanding and I got help.  There may be a lot that we don't understand that makes perfect sense.  Is it our 
arrogant human nature to assume that if we don't see an obvious answer, there is none?  God is capable of and 
willing to give you help in understanding your sincere concerns, especially Christian apprehensions.  Really. 

There is so much more in the Sermon that I have not covered, still, I will go on to keep this text moving and 
brief.  Jesus summed up the Sermon with a warning that wide is the gate and the path that leads to destruction 
and many enter there.  Also narrow is the gate and the path that leads to salvation and the few enter there.  Also,
beware of false Prophets. Matthew 7:13-15  Reread the Sermon carefully.  It is nearly the last time that Jesus 
will speak out in plain words, that is, not in symbolic parables and there is a whole lot said in there. 
                      
Last Note on the Sermon on the Mount
The Sermon was an offer of the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven to the Jewish people.  It is not a Christian 
document although there are some general points that apply to both Jews and Christians.  Jesus is still on His 
Jewish deployment.  The Sermon is prophecy; what Jesus wanted to establish as the rules and regulations (The 
Law) for The Kingdom of God which He was offering to the Jewish people right then and there.  However, 
there was not enough time left in Jesus' earthly life for the dogged Jews to process this seemingly mystical offer,
nor did they have the ability at the moment to understand it.  It often seems that there are very many people who
don't understand God's offers until it is too late?  Don't be one of them.  Accept Jesus as Lord.
   
Personal Story; A love tap of Understanding 
For several years, I could not accept that all the people in those OT cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, Genesis 19, 
were killed by fire from the sky or that all of the people in those cities who were killed by Joshua's army.  
Joshua 11:11-12 What about the infants and young children?  Why should they die a terrible death for the sins 
of their parents?  These stories threw me a curve.  How could God do such a terrible thing?  This was a big 
problem for me and remained so for years.  Those infants could have been taken into the homes of decent 
people and they would not know their biological parents or their old lifestyles.  Then one day I was praying 
about this and I got an interruption of my consciousness from outside of myself, likely from the Spirit of God; I 
clearly heard a distinctive voice; "The souls of the innocents were taken a moment before they died."  I was 
given understanding that, at death, the children were in the equivalent of a persistent vegetative state in that God
had already taken their souls to safety.  What a relief.  I was elated... for about five seconds.  Then I thought; 
"Hey, wait a minute.  Did God really tell me that, or did I just make it up to ease my own distress?" Straight 
away I got a second interruption of my consciousness and I clearly heard that distinctive voice again; "If you 
did make it up, how much wiser and more merciful is your Father in Heaven."  Wow.  Double wow.  That was 
not my voice or words.  That is not the way I use language.  Plus, it came as an interruption to my thoughts (as 
in; Hey, pay attention here).  I am convinced that it was Divinely given personal information to help me get 
over this stumbling block.  Most wonderful of all, notice that the communication was loving, not angry.  I had 
always assumed that God would be angry with me for being dumb, weak and sinful because I was often angry 
with myself for those reasons.  The improbable lovingness and civility of this communication kept me in a state 
of astonishment for years and still causes breathlessness when I recall it to mind.  Why would the all-powerful 
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God love and bother with me, a dumb, weak and sinful little man?  Well, He did.  Is that an improbable enough 
God for you?  It sure is for me and I do have faith in Him.  Even though every step up the faith ladder is just as 
tough as your first one, still experience is helpful.  Notice that the result of this for me is that I now have 
experiential knowledge that 'God is love', not just intellectual knowledge.  This gives me a much better 
understanding of the point that 'God is love' and it is most unlikely that I would have ever understood that at 
such a solid level without this personal intervention.  So, I would think that He would grant similar experiential 
knowledge to any who seek Him and need clarity regarding Christian confusions.  Don't worry, He's got you, 
He's got you, and He's got your back.  All this earthly stuff, everything here, is absurdly trivial to Him even 
though it may stump us sometimes.  I thank God for showing Himself to me as a loving father and I do feel 
most blessed for it.  I was just not getting it experientially, that God is love, from the reading.  So, God is love 1 
John 4:8 and I suspect that, as humans, we have been programmed by God to love our children so that we, in 
our human pettiness, would at least have some experience of what love is (my guess).  Also, we are supposed to
love one another, which means to love everyone always, an extremely high bar. John 13:34  So, you too may 
reasonably expect that the one and only God will communicate with you about your Christian confusions and 
that it will come out of the clear blue sky and be a loving personal answer.  He is the same loving God for us all,
including those awful people we can't stand.  As improbable as that is, God loves us all.  I think that you will 
come to be as fond of your first Christian experiences as you are of your actual childhood memories because 
there is a mighty and loving Father helping you through your difficult and confusing Christian adolescents.  If 
you missed out on something like that from your biological father, you will find your Heavenly Father most 
wonderful and loving.  The Bible is not all there is to know.  It is implied that the Bible is the minimum you 
should know.  Likely there is certain knowledge that He will communicate to help you if you ask Him.  A super 
important if right there.  Waiting for God to answer is not tragicomedy like Waiting for Godoe (Samuel Beckett)
God is for real.  He will change your eternal destiny in the blink of an eye when you accept Him.  
  tablet  
Next comes the extraordinary example of faith in Jesus by a Gentile, a Centurion, a Roman officer in charge of 
between about sixty up to one hundred soldiers. Matthew 8:5-13 and Luke 7:1-10  This Centurion had a servant 
who was beloved to him and ill, to the point of death.  He requests local Jewish elders to ask Jesus for a healing 
which they are happy to do as this particular Roman has been uncharacteristically benevolent to them.  The 
Centurion develops feelings of inferiority while Jesus is on-route to his house and sends another servant to say 
he is not worthy that the Lord should come under his roof, nor is he worthy that he should approach Jesus 
himself.  This servant speaks for the Centurion saying; "For I also am under authority" and if you "Say but the 
word and my servant shall be healed."  When Jesus heard this, he marveled at the great faith and the servant was
healed.  Here a non-Jew, a Roman officer, is acknowledging His Divine authority and trusting Him whereas the 
Jewish religious leaders are refusing to recognize His Divinity or to trust Him.  The Jewish religious leaders' 
refusal to accept Jesus as Messiah seems from this point on, to be willful hard-heartedness which continues 
right up to today.  Doesn't it?  They had to know by now and their refusal to accept Him as Messiah is most 
incomprehensible.  This sticking point has contributed to Christians demonizing Jews ever afterward, even as 
judging the Jews is none of our Gentile business.  Is it?  God will handle His own business with His chosen 
people the Jews in the Tribulation which is not our concern and no Christians will be in attendance at that. 

Soon after this, probably the next day, comes my favorite 'messianic miracle', His first raising of the dead.  I 
don't know why such a big event is recorded only in Luke and not across the Synoptics or by John.  It is only 
about one-hundred-fifty words and it is another cool Luke-type example of the humanity of Jesus and His 
empathy for the weak and the suffering.  The passage says "many of His disciples went with Him" A disciple 
could be any of His close followers, not necessarily from His original twelve.  He goes to a city called Nain, 
about twenty-five miles south and quite near mount Moreh (not Moriah). Luke 7:11-17  I assume this mountain 
was termed as such by local flatlanders who no doubt had not been to Nepal or Tibet.  Anyway, at the city gate 
is a funeral procession.  A widow was burying her only son and there were many sad people in attendance.  
"When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry."  He touched the bier they were 
carrying the body on, and the bearers stood still.  He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"  The dead man 
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came to life, sat up and began to talk.  Jesus gave him back to his mother.  "And fear took hold on all and they 
glorified God, saying a great prophet has arisen among us..."  That would surely put fear in me as well.  Word 
of this is going to explode outward and spread like chaparral fire in hot August wind, to the anxiety of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.  This news is impossible to suppress much like chaparral fire in a dry windstorm.  
Jesus goes from big news to red-hot news.  This sets-off a huge messianic buzz. Luke 7:17, Matthew 4:24-25

John the Baptist has been in prison for several months by now.  He knows from his disciples visiting him that 
Israel is not officially accepting Jesus as The Messiah.  That is, the Pharisees will not declare Him The Messiah 
despite His many public signs (miracles).  It seems that John was mystified by this because he sends some of his
disciples to ask Jesus if He is The Messiah or if maybe John pointed out the wrong guy.  So, they find Jesus 
(follow the crowd) and ask Him.  Then Scripture says; "…in that hour He cured many diseases and evil spirits 
and many who were blind had sight restored.  So, he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John 
what you have seen and heard:  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor." Luke 7:21-22  Which is to say yes, 
He is The Messiah and they leave to go back and tell John.  Jesus then praises John using words to the effect 
that John is an unwavering man, not living a plush life, a true Prophet, the forerunner of The Messiah and as 
such, the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1; "I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me…"  John 
the Baptist was the advance guard, a vector for Jesus and the Jews were his aimpoint.  He came in the spirit and 
power of Elijah (Luke 1:17) to prepare the way for Christ's first advent (arrival).  If the Kingdom had been 
received, then John would have fulfilled the function of Elijah and Israel would have accepted Jesus as The 
Messiah.  However, Jesus was rejected and so John did not get to fulfill the function of Elijah.  "And He said 
unto them; Elijah, indeed, comes first and restores all things." Mark 9:11-12  Here Jesus refers to Malachi 4:5-6 
which says that Elijah will return before the Second Coming (advent or arrival) of Jesus and restore people's 
hearts.  I assume hearts of Israel restored to Jesus.  So, John the Baptist was the forerunner of the first arrival of 
Jesus and Elijah will return to be the forerunner of the Second Coming or arrival fulfilling Malachi 4:5-6.  Most 
references to the Second Coming will be written after the time of Jesus so we see He has prescience knowledge 
of what will be written and will happen.  He also knew that His Kingdom offer would be rejected by the Jews 
and offered to all people on earth.  That was not an afterthought.  "I have other sheep that are not of this sheep 
pen.  I must bring them also.  They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd." 
John 10:16  Jesus is referring to us right there, almost two thousand years before we were born.  Pretty cool. 
  
Next, I am skipping a little bit ahead to the woman who anoints His feet. Luke 7:36-50  Jesus is invited to eat at 
the house of a Pharisee, however, it seems not for the sake of hospitality but likely to try to 'get something on 
Him'.  We know this because He was not extended what were the two most obligatory courtesies of the day; 1) 
The master of the house was to greet all guests with a generic kiss on the cheek and the invocation, 'The Lord be
with you', (equivalent to a handshake today).  2) Next a servant, a Gentile if one was available, would bring 
water to all guests for the washing of their feet for ceremonial cleanness as everyone had to take off their 
sandals in the house.  Also, it was not required, but if they could afford it, they would anoint the guest's head 
with a small amount of perfumed oil so the guest would feel refreshed.  The first two courtesies were mandatory
cultural greetings, equivalent to diplomatic protocol that had to be extended to all guests in the Jewish culture of
the era.  Yet these were both withheld and so Jesus simply takes His place at the table.  Next, a local woman 
shows up uninvited and probably pushes her way in and the Scripture reads; "she was a sinner". Luke 7:37  The 
word 'sinner' used to refer to a woman in the Bible almost always means prostitute.  This is how a woman with 
no husband, children or family often had to support herself or starve to death in those days of no social safety 
net.  Sociologically it seems that the cause of prostitution, both then and now, is mainly the fault of sinful men, 
'the ones who crave', be they prostitution customers or child molesters.  Anyway, her situation is not discussed, 
only that she was a known sinner.  She starts washing Jesus' feet with her tears and drying them with her hair.  
She kisses His feet and anoints them with expensive oil.  The Pharisee seems to be thinking Jesus would not 
allow this woman to touch Him if He were a prophet or The Messiah because He would know she is a sinner.  
So, it seems that there is no forgiveness in this Pharisee.  But Jesus knows what the guy is thinking and I bet 
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everyone knew as there was probably disgust and/or smugness plainly on the Pharisee's face.  So, Jesus tells a 
little parable to enlighten.  His parable makes clear that whoever is forgiven a little, loves a little and those who 
are forgiven a lot, love a lot (an example of spiritual or soft power).  I might have said something stronger to the
Pharisee but Jesus is consistently cooler than human.  Next, Jesus says to the woman; "Your sins are forgiven."  
With this, He claims to be God, which tops anything I can think of, then He adds; "Your faith has saved you, go
in peace." Luke 7:48-50  Thus, He maintains His theme of Grace; faith or trust in God providing forgiveness of 
sins which is not visible, compared to the cure of paralytics whose forgiveness was just as invisible but their 
cure was stunningly visible.  Jesus is about Grace; the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, both through faith in 
God.  So, this woman is forgiven and saved into eternal life not by her works or the washing of His feet but by 
her faith in God.  The Jewish Authorities inexplicably keep missing this point; no longer are they saved by 
obedience to Mosaic Law, but only through faith in God, specifically by accepting Jesus as Lord and savior.  
Faith in God proves to be the most consistent theme of His public ministry and it is a difficult concept to keep 
inside you.  Faith or trust in God tends to slip away as we stuff our consciousness with what we are doing, what 
we want or what are planning to accomplish.  There is no need to try and have faith in the physical world.  Is 
there?  Jump off the roof, you get hurt, stop going to work, you stop getting paid.  No faith required.   By God's 
design we are constantly confronted with glaring and distracting worldly reality.  Faith in God is not a nut you 
can crack, it is an ongoing process you have to work at.  Faith in God is a lifelong progression, we must learn to
cultivate it, effort after it and refocus on it pretty much fulltime.  Faith in God reduces self-indulgence and also 
raises spiritual perception, well worth the effort.  Personal experience on that last part, not Scriptural.  
   
Next, He starts His second tour of Galilee with his completed apostolic group of twelve and many (Scripture 
uses that word 'many') women followers, some are named.  Further, it says the women provided for Him from 
their substance Luke 8:3  This means that these women were contributing towards supporting them financially.  
As a practical matter, every ministry requires some financial support and we should contribute what we can.  If 
you have more, you can give more without hardship, but we should all give enough so we notice the difference. 
Tithing could be one of those things 'old' or unchanged from the parable of the householder. Matthew 13:52 
   
 The Rejection of Jesus
The next day is the official national rejection of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah.  He performs another messianic 
miracle, driving a demon out of a man who is both blind and non-verbal.  Afterward, this man could both see 
and speak.  This is another huge messianic miracle in public and the crowds are openly marveling and asking; Is
this not the Son of David? meaning The Messiah.  But the Pharisees overheard this so they chime right in and 
say "This man does not cast out devils but by Beelzebub the prince of Devils."  Well, the Pharisees are the 
religious authority of that time and the common people are supposed to accept what they say.  So, here the 
Pharisees fabricate a competing observation; He is not The Messiah, He is possessed by the prince of demons.  
It seems to pop-up as if it were a spontaneous assessment, however, they have been looking for something they 
could use to discredit Him for a year or so and it seems likely they desperately seized upon this big messianic 
miracle to claim demonism since the public are now saying He must be The Messiah. Matthew 12:22-32  The 
Pharisee's demonism ploy illustrations in-your-face duplicity, especially given all His other good works and 
signs.  So, it seems probable that the Pharisees had realized that if they were ever going to discredit Him, they 
had to act now to counter this increasingly popular public notion that He is, in fact, The Messiah.  So, they play 
their hand with the Beelzebub card and the crowd… are silenced, as unlikely as that seems.  The Jewish public 
have to know by now that truly He is The Messiah and whereas they do not allow themselves to be led, they are 
silenced by the Pharisees right here.  This is why the sin of His rejection is a national sin, prophesied in the OT. 
Leviticus 26:40-42 Jeremiah 3:11-18 Hosea 5:15  Most of the Jews knew better and they should have spoken 
out in mass against the Pharisees claim right on the spot, but they did not.  This is the most calamitous event in 
His public life so far and it must have been distressing.  It seems His mother and siblings felt that He was upset 
because they show up a little later today, during His Mystery Kingdom Parables, wanting to take Him home.  
But because of His rejection as The Messiah, He will scorn all earthly values in preference of the spiritual; "For 
whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." Matthew 12:49-50  
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The Jews blind following of their religious leaders was not a new feature.  You can see repeatedly in the history 
of the kings of Israel that if the king did what was right in the eyes of God, the people also did what was right 
and if the king did what was evil in the eyes of God, ignoring any non sequitur reasoning of course, then the 
people also did what was evil.  So, there is a long history of the Jews blindly following their leaders' example 
and in some cases the people were led astray as they were in the case of Jesus' Messiahship. Isaiah 6: 9-10  
   Knowing their thoughts, He defends himself saying;   

1) If Satan drives out Satan, his kingdom is divided and will not stand.  Simple logic there.  
2) The gift of exorcism has always been recognized as a gift of the Spirit of God, never of the Devil.  So,
     the Pharisees have contrived something new, false and non-biblical to try to discredit Him.  
3) The messianic miracle validates His claim of Messiahship, according to the Pharisee's doctrine. 
     Matthew 12:24-29  

The Pharisees were also using their conveniently selective understanding to overlook the fact that this particular
miracle demonstrates that Jesus is more powerful than that specific Demon which He just drove out, Mark 1:23-
24, and that is certainly true even as the messianic miracle doctrine itself is false.  It was absolutely unheard of 
that any person could command a demon against its will and that is true, both then and now.  Demons must be 
excised with specific rituals by a person in strong possession of the Spirit of God.  They cannot be commanded 
out by an ordinary person.  Next, He pronounces judgment upon "this generation" of the Nation of Israel. 
Matthew 12:30-37  His rejection is a national sin and this entire generation of Israel is now under judgment 
from which there can be no forgiveness.  Jesus says that in rejecting The Messiah by equating Him with the 
king of demons, this is also speaking against the Holy Spirit with blasphemy and will not be forgiven.  This is 
an eternal sin.  No future repentance is possible. Mark 3:29, Matthew 12:32, Luke 12:10.  Recall that the entire 
Spirit of God is in Jesus from His baptism.  The Pharisees don't realize this and when they accuse Jesus of being
demon-possessed, they are also speaking against the Holy Spirit with blasphemy and their unbelief is willful.  I 
have always thought that the maliciousness of their willful unbelief was especially corrupt because they had to 
know better by now.  So, this entire generation of Israel is placed under judgment from which no future 
forgiveness is possible.  Any of them could repent the rejection of Jesus as The Messiah, but not the unwittingly
blasphemous tactic of accusing God's Spirit of being in league with the king of demons.  "do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God." Ephesians 4:30  The judgment arrives in AD 70 with the destruction of the Nation of 
Israel, the Great Temple and about half of all the Jews.  But that happens about thirty-seven years down the road
and most of the Jews who are currently in their thirties or older will have passed away by then.   So, it seems 
that Jesus' term 'this generation' is the temporal coordinate defining these Jews and their children.  Toddlers at 
this particular time will be forty when the judgment comes.  There were plenty of Jews yet unborn who will be 
killed by Rome in AD 70.  Why is this?  Because a year or so from now, at the time of the big frantic, rushed 
conspiracy to have Jesus crucified, the Pharisees, Sadducees and a few of their conspirators yell down Pontius 
Pilate who likely did not appreciate being bulled by an unsophisticated Jewish mob and was uncharacteristically
reluctant on that particular day to sentence what he had to realize was an innocent man to death.  Pilate finally 
pushed in a corner by the Pharisee's mob, said "I am innocent of this man's blood.  It is your responsibility." and
the Jews shouted back; "Let his blood be on us and our children." Matthew 27:24-25  Thus, it most certainly 
was, little did they realize in the moment.  With the judgment in AD 70 came the historical Jewish diaspora or 
scattering of the Jews.  Also, the rejection of Jesus caused Him to change His teaching style.  He will no longer 
teach in straight forward language as He did at the Sermon on the Mount.  After this, in public speaking, He will
speak only in parables, having to explain His meaning in private to His disciples. Mark 4:33-34  Also, likely on 
this day (my guess on this) Jesus sets the judgment year for AD 70, about thirty-seven years ahead. 
   
A year or so from this day, when visiting the Great Temple, His disciples were impressed by the grandeur and 
Jesus says; "Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 
Matthew 24:2   His words prove prescient again as all the temple stones were toppled in the judgment of AD 70.
So, He does see what will occur and you can still see some of those stones today (cover) where they were 
thrown down from the temple mount.  Israel did not exist from AD 70 to 1948, 1878 years.  Not quite 2000 
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years, I am fond of rounding it upwards.  Still, 1878 years is a long time for the chosen people of God to be 
scattered with no national homeland.  Also, it will be 2000 years since Jesus' Crucifixion, in 2033 because His 
crucifixion happens about 36 years before the judgment or maybe six years earlier due to small discrepancies in 
ancient calendar record keeping.  Anyway, I caution you, just because most people are fond of round numbers 
like 2000 does not mean that God cares anything about round numbers.  What do you bet as 2033 approaches: 
some lame pseudo-Christian cult will claim that the Rapture will occur then?  That ever-popular subject, when 
is the Rapture.  I bet they will find planets that will align at the time and use that to try to add credibility to their 
desire, but don't you fall for any such astrological rubbish.  No one but the Father knows when the Rapture will 
be.  Matthew 24:36 Mark 13:32  Jesus said it will come as a surprise which makes me think it really will come 
as a surprise since every single thing He said is true.  By taking Jesus at His word, we Christians will be just as 
triumphant when the Rapture occurs regardless of the timing, which is none of our concern anyway.  That 
moment in time is known to God the Father only, not the angles, not even the Son. Matthew 24:36 
               
"You have obeyed my teaching about not giving up your faith.  So, I will keep you from the time of trouble that 
will come to the whole world to test those who live on Earth." Revelation 3:10  This refers to the Tribulation.  
The faithful of the church of old Philadelphia in Asia Minor, today Alaşehir in Turkey, plus all who are in Jesus'
Book of Life are promised we will be kept from the Tribulation.  We will be Raptured prior to the Tribulation. 1
Thessalonians 4:17  It seems to me that the tribulation will descend upon the Earth fairly soon, maybe in the 
next thirty or forty years.  That timing prediction, of course, is just my 'dumb guess' or gut feeling, so do not 
take it seriously.  Still, believers are going to be snatched away from earth and into His presence or Raptured 
before the tribulation.  So, in your prayers, first, seek God not earthly stuff and be humble in his presence.  
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." James 4:10  What you ask for may a take 
a while.  Don't worry about when.  He will likely give you more stuff than you ever wanted but by then you 
won't care so much about earthly stuff.  I think that God is making sure that worldly stuff will not harm our 
spiritual relationships.  "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." Isaiah 40:31

Right after the judgment (Roman destruction) came the Jewish diaspora and Israel did not exist as a nation.  The
remaining Jews suffered a lot in all countries they fled to at the hands of vengeful Christians, marauding 
soldiers, official government sanctions, and more.  Huge popular antisemitism constrained the Jews which I'm 
guessing was not a part of the judgment.  Restating the two main elements of antisemitism are (I think) 1st; that 
the Jews are willing to work hard to demonstrate what they consider to be cultural superiority, which includes 
obedience to Mosaic Law and they support each other and 2nd); Official Church censure by John Chrysostom for
the death of Jesus which provided critical mass to and initiated a volatile self-amplifying chain-reaction of 
European Christian antisemitism.  The ethnoreligious slur 'Christ Killers' has long been used as a code to justify 
all hatred and genocide against the Jews.  The Jews remain in upheaval.  In Israel today, it seems that you can 
almost never find a person who has not lost a blood relative to the internal conflict.  Any resolution seems 
hopeless and neither side is backing down at all.  I can't imagine that it will end well.  I suspect this conflict will
lead us into the End Times, even though I see nothing Scriptural to back that up so, again this timing is just my 
dumb guess.  Don't take it seriously.  There is much more biblical upheaval for the Jews coming.  My red flag 
omen for the End Times is; When Russia invades Israel. Ezekiel 38:2-9 (ancient history lesson required, Gog 
and Magog are Russia) This occurs in the end times and there is spirited debate as to the timing.  More will 
ensue sequentially and that prophecy of Russia invading Israel is far into the End Times. Revelations 20:8  Of 
course, if you are a believer you don't need to be concerned about seeing any End Times events because 
believers will be snatched away from Earth and into the presence of Jesus.  Again, this will be the Rapture and 
it will be glorious.  All of our earthly conditions and concerns will be resolved and 'the veil of humanity', I'm 
guessing our dreadfully restrictive brain, will be nullified when we exit space-time for the spiritual dimension 
where we will be able to see many unexpected things, like perhaps how dumb we were regarding spiritual 
matters during our earthly life.  That's a potent premonition but just my guess on that.  Anyway, Israel's national
sin is 'the unforgivable sin' or the 'unpardonable sin' Matthew 12:32, Mark 3:22, it is specific to that generation 
including their descendants, it cancels the Millennium/Messianic Kingdom offer to that generation and it also 
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causes Jesus to change His teaching method from straight forward wording to teaching in parables.  Further, the 
Kingdom offer that was canceled for the Jews of Jesus' time is actually postponed until the Tribulation when a 
later generation of Jews will receive Jesus as The Messiah and morn His Crucifixion.  Zechariah 12:10  
                     
The Israel veil; A Result of Jesus' rejection Carried into Our Time 
There is one result of the judgment, well known yet little appreciated.  Today we see God using partial 
blindness or a psychological veil to hide specific information from his people (the Jews).  Almost all of the 
Nation of Israel is not able to see the truth of Jesus as The Messiah or the truth of the Gospels.  Paul mentions 
this twice in Romans 11:7; "The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened…" and in 11:25. "…that blindness 
in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in."  So, a partial blindness is affecting 
the Nation of Israel, literally.  "...until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in."  Well, the 'fullness of the 
Gentiles' is the Rapture.  So, when God removes The Body (us, The Church) by means of the Rapture then that 
blindness or partial veil over Israel will be lifted.  This is glaring when you consider that Israel cannot see the 
truth of the Gospels of the New Testament.  Israel has over eight million people; most are educated and 
intensely motivated yet none of them can see that Jesus Christ was and is The Messiah.  Doesn't that strike you 
as odd?  That the whole bloody Nation of Israel cannot see the truth of the Gospels?  I think something like this 
could only occur by Divine authority, if God had placed a veil over the mind of the Nation of Israel. Matthew 
11:25-27  Two more Scriptural references for this are found in 2 Corinthians; first in 3:14-15 "But their minds 
(the Jews) were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains un-lifted, 
because only through Christ is it taken away.  Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their 
hearts."  Also in 2 Corinthians 4:4 "The God of this Age" (The Church Age) "has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel that displays the glory of Christ"  That particular 
reference is universal and not specific to Israel, however, it does include Israel.  So, refusal to believe results in 
a hardening of the heart or a veil of foolish-heartedness Ephesians 4:18  There could always be more references 
to this that I have missed.  God will deal with Israel's unbelief of Jesus as Messiah in the Tribulation.  The 
source of all end-time activates is going to be Israel.  So, it seems that there is a veil or partial blindness over 
Israel on this one issue.  There could be Divine veils over all of us and we would never even know it.  God uses 
a veil over all people to some extent.  'The veil of humanity' (my term) which prevents us from seeing a larger 
spiritual existence while we are in physical form (another guess).  I think that we will see the surprisingly larger
spiritual reality when we pass into the spiritual dimension, which you will absolutely love.  A few side points; 
while the persecution of the Jews is a nearly eternal historical feature, the Israeli veil is definitive, started by 
Israel itself during the ministry of Jesus.  The veil terminates near the end of the Tribulation so it lasts for 
exactly the entire Church Age.  That makes me think that the veil could be part of the judgment that Israel was 
placed under as a result of their corrupt national rejection of Jesus.  Of course, that is just another guess and 
whereas there is scripture pertaining to the veil, I don't see any declaring the veil to be part of the Judgment.  
But there could always be some that I have missed.  Scripture is like that, you can miss something in hundreds 
of re-readings until the Lord is ready for you to see it and when you do see that specific item, it will always be a
treasured insight, never a gotcha (personal experience not Scriptural).  A few related side points here; The 
Church Age is a pause in the 490 years which were prophesied upon the Nation of Israel in Daniel 9:24-25.  The
Church Age was inserted into that 490 years when there were only seven years left.  That last seven years is 
likely the Tribulation, in which very many people will be killed for not worshiping the beast or receiving his 
mark.  Also, note the OT and Tribulation believers get combined in a separate Resurrection.  They are pooled 
by God at the Second Coming even though the entire Church Age has been inserted in between the OT and the 
Tribulation.  I see the combining of the OT and Tribulation souls as jarring.  There could be some plan of God 
in that and, if so, we don't need to see or know about it right now.  Of course, that is Just another guess.  

OK, back to the story of Jesus.  Right after Jesus puts the judgment on Israel, some Scribes and Pharisees come 
to Him to deceitfully request another sign.  He has already provided many signs and they have rejected them on 
the blasphemous and trumped-up charge that He is demon-possessed.  So, He answers; "A wicked and 
adulterous” -contaminated with earthly values- “generation asks for a sign!  But none will be given it except the
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sign of the Prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so The Son 
of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the Earth." Matthew 12:39-40  This is a reference to 
the three days He will be in His grave before His Resurrection.  Next, He tells them what their rejection of His 
Messiahship has cost them by lapsing into a parable about this generation of Israel; "When an impure spirit 
comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, 'I will return to
the house I left.'  When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and 
takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.  And the final condition 
of that person is worse than the first.  That is how it will be with this wicked generation." Matthew 12:43-45 
Luke 11:24  So, this generation of Jews were 'swept and in order' thanks to John the Baptist.  They were aware 
of their need to return to God.  But with the rejection of Jesus as The Messiah, this generation is vulnerable 
because they are no longer protected by the Spirit of God whom they blasphemed against.  This parallels the 
coming judgment to Israel under the Romans, where they retained their national identity.  The Jews and their 
temple were holding up if strained under the occupation.  But, thirty-seven years ahead Rome will destroy them.
Jerusalem and the temple are torn down until 'not one stone stands upon another' and the remnant of Jews are 
scattered for 1878 years, AD 70 to 1948.  So, the last state of this generation will be much worse than the first.  
This is the judgment, Matthew 21:42-44, for the unforgivable sin. Matthew 12:32 Mark 3:29 Luke 12:10  Thus 
did the corrupt religious leadership in ancient Israel with its drunkenly staggering culture of greed come 
crashing down.  Although there are always some people eager to seize power at the expense of their neighbors; 
a universal human, not an exclusively Jewish myopic disorder.  "We have met the enemy and he is us."  Pogo
  
Parables of The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven 
Defining; 'The Kingdom of Heaven' interchangeable with 'The Kingdom of God' this is wherever the reign or 
authority of God is manifested.  The Mystery Kingdom covers the time period between the first and second 
coming of Christ when the King Himself will not be physically present here on earth.  The mystery kingdom 
parables describe some conditions on earth while the King Himself is not physically present.  So, these are two 
different things; The Mystery Kingdom defines the time period and the Mystery Kingdom parables define some 
conditions during that time period.  So, not so tricky as it seemed when I first read about it.  

Next, a parable is a little story that compares something familiar to something different to facilitate 
understanding.  Parables are generally in a simplified form and are a bit esoteric which brings to mind the old 
salesman's adage; KISS or Keep It Stupid Simple.  These particular parables divinely grant truth to believers 
and conceal truth from unbelievers. Luke 19:26  Jesus said 1st)  So, to those who honestly seek spiritual truth in 
His parables, understanding will be given, however 2nd) to those who reject His parables as superficial, what 
understanding they already have will be taken away from them. Matthew 13:11-13  That 2nd point offers a 
potent Divine tell;  God does not approve of human arrogance.  Forewarned is forearmed on both of those 
points.  So, sincerely seek understanding from God and be not arrogant towards whatever parts of His system 
you do not understand right now, later you will be given more understanding.  Trust Him.  

OK, next read the Parables; first are five that Jesus preaches to the masses and then are four parables that He 
spoke in private, on the same day and right after His rejection.  Start in Mark 4:3, Matthew 13:3 and Luke 8:5.  
Not every parable is expressed by each of the three Synoptics.  A Harmony makes the chronology apparent.  
The second group of these parables were spoken to the disciples in private.  Matthew 13:36 tells us that He went
into the house before the explanation of the parable of the tares and Mark in 4:10 drops us a hint; "and when 
they were alone…"  I think that the privacy here was to help conceal His Messiahship from the Jewish public 
which seems to me to be His post-rejection policy.  It is not by accident that all of these parables were spoken 
on the same day and right after His rejection.  Repeating, scholars see the parables as defining some 
circumstances on Earth during the Mystery Kingdom, the modern age or the Age of Grace.  Jesus is describing 
some of what the spiritual situation will be in the time between the First and Second Coming of Christ.  He 
referred to this state of affairs as; The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Not the Kingdom the Jews 
expected, Jesus describes a new, post-rejection portion of God's Kingdom and some circumstances which will 
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exist therein and He terms this "the Mysteries of the Kingdom" Mark 4:11  So, He is explaining future 
circumstances which is now our current age of God's Kingdom here on Earth and this was not revealed in the 
OT. Ephesians 3:4-5  Here Jesus provides new information that surprisingly even the OT Prophets did not have 
or need.  This information, of course, has to be for our benefit, that is those of us living in the time between the 
First and Second Coming of Christ which is; the Church Age, the Age of Grace, or The Mystery Kingdom.  
Those are approximate synonymous terms 

In these parables, Jesus confirms the OT image of God's Kingdom and adds some new information.  A lot of 
cool material has already been written on this subject.  Please read everything you can find on it.  Notice there 
are details included, but only in the 1st and 3rd parables, the Sower and the Tares.  So that makes it seem like the 
details of the 1st and 3rd parables are helpful to understanding the rest of these parables and indeed that seems to 
me to be the case.  These parables describe some of the situation we are living in from Jesus' point of view back 
then.  This is way-cool stuff and it has happened just the way he said it would.  Pretty much all of Jesus' public 
speaking from here on out is in parables.  Fortunately, we have the Gospels so we are also in on most of what 
Jesus said privately to His disciples.  In Matthew 13:10 we are told that Jesus' parabolic style of teaching began 
on the very day of His official rejection.  "The disciples came and said unto Him: Why do you speak to them in 
parables?"  Because He has only just started to speak exclusively in parables on this day.  "Unto you it is given 
to know The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but unto them it is not given." Matthew 13:11-14  "Them" 
refers to the Jews of Israel.  Notice that still, to this very day, understanding of Jesus as The Messiah has not 
been given unto "them" who rejected Him.  It seems to me that this must be Divinely ordained, not coincidental.

So, He speaks these parables to describe The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven or some circumstances in our 
modern age; The OT or Mosaic age will expire with the Resurrection of Jesus.  The Church age or age of Grace 
will be instituted because of the Jewish rejection of The Messiah.  So, our age of Grace is not the same thing as 
the Messianic Kingdom.  Our Church age is a temporary replacement and dispensation for the Messianic 
Kingdom.  The Messianic Kingdom is what Jesus and John the Baptist were saying was at hand a little earlier.  
In the Messianic Kingdom, Jesus, the King, will be present for a splendid thousand-year sovereignty and hence 
the synonymous term Millennium Kingdom.  Notice that Jesus doesn't waste words.  There is no verbal banter 
like, 'have a nice day', from Jesus in the Gospels.  So, look directly at Jesus' words in context for the meaning.  
Now look at the hint Jesus gives us right before the first parable; "Know ye not this parable?  And how shall 
you know all the parables?" Mark 4:13  Here it seems He is telling us to pay attention and I think it is because 
the meaning of the first and third parables hold keys to the others.  Notice that He explains in detail the first and 
third parables and then there is little detail included in other parables.  Restating this; He said that if we are 
paying attention to His parables and take Him seriously, then whatever understanding we have, we will be given
more, but to those who are not taking His parables seriously, what little understanding they have will be taken 
away from them. Mark 4:24-25  I think He is also telling us that, after His rejection, He is well aware that He is 
speaking a bit cryptically.  So, just pay closer attention.  You do get that, right?  An unwritten corollary; Put 
God first and understanding will be given to you.  I know, I know, just a guess, but a delightful one.  Yes? 
               
The Five Parables to the Masses
1.) Parable of the Sower; Matthew 13:3-23, Luke 8:5-18, Mark 4:3-25  
This age (of Grace) will be characterized by the sowing of Gospel seed.
There will be different preparations of the soil (personal circumstances). 
The Gospel seed will have opposition from the Devil.
There will be different responses to the sowing of the Gospel seed; 
Unbelief.  The birds of Heaven (workers of Satan) snatch the seed away and there is no belief.
Shallowness.  Some who seem to accept the word and believe are not properly rooted.
Fair-weather Christians.  Begin a Christian life, but allow themselves to be distracted by worldly circumstances.
True Christians.  The fourth group are believers who are well-rooted in The Word and bear fruit, saving souls.  
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Again, this is about the situation or some circumstances in the age we are living in.  So, in Christian churches 
today we will likely find people from all four subgroups.  There are usually some unbelievers hiding out in the 
Church who are there for show or acceptance.  Others are only anxious about worldly things and that controls 
their lives.  There will be those who initially accept Jesus, but drift away from The Word of God because they 
don't force themselves to be rooted.  You must force yourself to be rooted as that is contrary to our nature.  
Lastly, there are some who are producing fruit, turning souls to Jesus, regardless of external circumstances. 
 
2.) The Parable of the Growing Seed; Mark 4:26-29  Here a seed sprouts to life from an internal force.  Like all
forces of physics, it is hidden to the naked eye.  This represents the mystery of rebirth (also seen in John 3:5-8). 
The seed is the seed of the Gospel.  In the case of a believer that seed has produced life.  Lastly here, He 
mentions the harvest or souls to receive eternal life.  He used that same metaphor at Jacob's well. John 4:37-41 
    
3.) The parable of the Tares; Matthew 13:24-30  The sowing of the Gospel will be imitated by the sowing of 
false doctrine.  There will be a side-by-side growth.  The judgment at the end of this age will separate those to 
be admitted into the Kingdom from those disqualified.  Both sowings will demonstrate their quality, either 
fruitless or fruitful i.e., saving souls into eternal life.  The sowing by Satan means the appearance of fraudulent 
Christians likely selling salvation-by-works.  However, they will not be getting their fundamentals from 'The 
Word of God' (the Bible).  They will reintroduce fake salvation-by-works into Christianity in our time.  You can
easily see in the parable of the tares is the prediction of the false Christian religions that have appeared in recent
times, like Jehovah Witnesses or Mormonism, based on salvation-by-works, control, and money not the Bible 
or Jesus' Grace.  Such false religions tend to taint true Christianity for the uninformed.  
    
Two Side Points;
The first side point; the name of a religion is not a guarantee that it is a true or false religion.  Mormons refer to 
themselves as "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints".  That sounds Christian but they are not.  The 
Christian sounding name is for recruitment purposes.  Deception is a major thrust of their recruitment effort and
the common Mormons are kept intentionally deceived about that.  How about Seventh Day Adventists?  That is 
a kind-of funny-sounding name.  What about them?  This is one of the highest-quality Christian religions doing 
exceptional work for the Kingdom of God.  So, the names do not intuitively reflect legitimacy to the 
uninformed.  Be aware that many legitimate religions including Adventists and Catholics have some guesses in 
their theology, which I am certain they would be eager to debate.  Anyway, in a church's general information 
pamphlet there is a section called; 'What We Believe'.  It should say in simple enough language that they follow 
the Bible.  Most churches have the What We Believe information available on-line.  Also, The What We 
Believe information is usually available in pamphlets found in a prominent spot in a church's lobby which is 
accessible on weekdays.  If you are church-hunting, be entirely scornful of any church or religion which uses 
deception or pressure-tactics (hard power) in recruitment.  Appropriate Christian churches will welcome you 
and invite you, but not pressure you to be more involved.  You should have plenty of time to make up your 
mind if or not you are going to participate more in a church.  I would suggest that if you are not feeling like 
participating in a church after a couple of months maybe you should be looking for another church.  This is 
because it is natural and appropriate for Christians to participate in their church.  It should feel like you want to 
participate in your church.  You should like and approve of what and how your church is doing things for the 
Kingdom of God, both theologically and structurally.  If you see deception or pressure tactics anywhere in their 
recruitment or internal practices, this is a strong indicator of fraudulence or a cult.  Get-the-heck-out, run.  

The second side point is about Scientology, a special mention here of this most egregious false religion although
it does not even qualify as a religion.  It is a toxic militant extortion and punitive incarceration machine.  It 
escapes being smashed because American federal law enforcement is heavily influenced by politicians who 
determine funding.  Would you be surprised if the leaders of Scientology knew which wheels to grease in 
Washington to keep them off the FBI's accusation radar?  In any case, Scientology is allowed to function as an 
openly criminal organization passing themselves off as a religion and they are working to legitimize their status 
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within the legal systems of several countries.  It is a huge humanitarian scandal that this Gestapo-esque parasitic
organization is allowed to enrich themselves while plundering people's lives and hiding on the fringes of 
society.  If our society were appropriate, Scientology would be completely and permanently wiped away using 
the full force of the American Department of Justice.  Of course, we don't live in a world the way it should be, 
only the way it is.  It would be OK with me if Scientology did "clear the world" as they claim is their motive 
however it is childishly obvious that their real motive is to 'clear the world of money' using torture and enforced
confinement, hardly the altruistic society they present themselves to be.  L. Ron Hubbard's famous quote comes 
to mind; "You don't get rich writing science fiction.  If you want to get rich, you start a religion."  OK, back to 
the Parables of the Mysteries of The Kingdom, we are up to #4.  

4.) The Parable of the Mustard Seed; Matthew 13:31-32, Mark 4:30-32  Jesus refers to a mustard seed (likely 
Black Mustard) which grows into a spreading tree.  Here He tells us there will be a huge growth in Christianity 
in our age and then it becomes a resting place for birds, again workers for Satan.  So, I assume this means there 
will be churches that adhere to the true Gospel and also there will be churches or religions which are workers 
for Satan.  Restating; Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, and others are workers for the Devil and have become 
casually accepted today.  False religions sow repugnant false doctrine within the contemporary Christian 
community and many people have come to carelessly overlook that.  Who stepped forward to refute the 
authenticity of horrifying Mormon doctrine back when one of them was running for president?  Which is not to 
say that they are evil, they are deceived.  Should we, who know better, be approving of deceitful false religion 
by electing a seriously practicing member to lead our country?  That seemed to me an ominous step towards the 
End Times which I am thankful we did not take.  Notice a lot of supposed Christians held their noses and voted 
for the false religion practitioner, preferring that to voting for a black man who actually was Christian.  It seems 
to me that many people in America today are racist and hypocritical in their life and their Christianity.  Do you 
think Jesus would approve of The Big Lie or premeditated violence as a coercive political tool?  WWJD?  
                       
5.) The Parable of the Leaven; Matthew 13:33-35  Here a woman puts leaven (yeast) into three measures of 
meal (dough).  The woman is symbolic as 'the one who introduces false doctrine'. Revelation 2:20 and 17:1-6  
Proverbial leaven is always a biblical symbol of sin and most often the sin of false teaching although it can also 
represent the inherent hypocrisy in false teaching.  Recall Jesus' previous warning "…beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy …" Luke 12:1  In this parable, Leaven is false doctrine introduced into the 
Church like leaven put in three different measures of bread dough.  The dough is the Church in the modern age. 
Today the Christian Church is divided into three major parts; Protestantism including generic Christianity, 
Roman Catholicism, and Eastern Orthodoxy.  All three have small bits of false doctrine which tends to grow at 
the same rate as truth does, as in the side-by-side growth from the parable of the Tares. 

To the Disciples in the house 
First, He gives a wonderful explanation of the parable of the tares.  Matthew 13:36-43  Next are the four 
parables that He speaks to His disciples in the house, likely for privacy.  

1. Parable of the Hid Treasure; Matthew 13:44-46  From Exodus 19:5 and Psalms 135:4 we know that the 
treasure represents Israel.  So, in our age of Grace, there will be Jews, specifically Jewish Christians present.  
Because the treasure is hidden and finding something of value hidden is a happy surprise; "Then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field".  That makes me think that in this parable He is saying there 
will be a happy surprise increase in the number of Jewish Christians or Messianic Jews and He joyfully gives all
of what He had, His earthly life, to procure them.  This will occur in the End Times. Isaiah 11:11-12, Zechariah 
10:8-10.  So, there will be a surprise increase in the number of Jewish Christians, bought and paid for with the 
blood of Christ in our modern age and the End Times occur at the end of, but still in our age of grace.  

2. Parable of the Pearl of Great Price; Matthew 13:45-46  In this parable the text is short, one sentence and it 
requires a little extra consideration.  "The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a merchantman seeking, who, when 
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he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it."  So, seeking He locates the 
pearl of great value and gives all of what He had for it.  Seeking is in contrast from Hid Treasure which was 
simply passively 'found'.  The pearl has to be actively 'sought'.  I'm guessing this expresses the difference 
between God's first selection, the Jews; and God's second selection, the Gentiles. Acts 15:14-18  So, the hid 
treasure was 'found'; it did not need 'seeking'.  When Jesus was born, the Jews were already in the land, in 
covenant relationship with God.  But in this second private parable where the Gentiles are considered, they had 
to be 'sought'.  They were far from God.  I think this indicates that the pearl represents Gentiles and Jesus had to
give all that He had (again His earthly life) to procure them.  It seems to me this says; there will be Gentile 
Christians, bought and paid for with the blood of Christ, also in the modern age.  And we are surely here.  

3. Parable of the Net; Matthew 13:47-50  He tells us here that this age will end with the judgment of the 
Gentiles which parallels a point in the parable of the tares.  The sea symbolizes the Gentile world according to 
Revelation 13:1-8 and 17:15  The judgment of the Gentiles is like the net which allows for an 'after the catch' 
division of the righteous to enter the Messianic Kingdom and the unrighteous to be 'castaway'. Luke 17: 34-36 

4. Parable of the Householder; Matthew 13:52  Some features of the modern age are the same as the Mosaic 
Age and other things are new.  Perhaps tithing is one of those Mosaic Age or 'old things'.  A guess of course.  

Recap of Mystery Kingdom (modern or Church age) parables;
Parable of the Sower:            There will be a sowing of the Gospel seed.  
Parable of the growing seed: The seed sown will spring to life.  
Parable of the Tares:             The Gospel sowing will be imitated by false religions. 
Parable of the Mustard Seed: Christianity will grow to giant size. 
Parable of the Leaven:           Christianity is going to be spiked with false teaching. 
Parable of the Hid Treasure:  God will get a surprisingly large group of Jewish Christians at the cost of Jesus'
                                                earthly life. 
Parable of the Pearl of Great Price: God will also gain Gentiles and again at the cost of Jesus' earthly life. 
Parable of the Net:                 The Age will end with the judgment of the Gentiles.  The Unrighteous will be
                                               castaway from the Kingdom and the righteous will be taken into the Kingdom.  
Parable of the Householder:  Some things are the same as in the Mosaic Age and other things are new.  

Notice by combining, The Hid Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price, Jesus gets all people on Earth, Jew and 
Gentile.  Again, these parables hide truth from the Pharisees but teach truth to believers. Mark 4:11-12  Isaiah 
6:9-10.  These parables, have introduced the new form of the Kingdom because of Jesus' rejection as The 
Jewish Messiah.  Maybe at the Second Coming, Jesus will have some new information about God's Kingdom 
that we don't have or need in this age.  Just a guess of course.  The way guesses work is; your own guesses are 
referred to as 'astute commentary'  The guesses you don't quite buy are irreverent, just somebody's guesses.  

It is hard not to guess at some of these things.  Still, it is immensely important to keep your guesses in a separate
area of your consciousness.  Your guesses are never facts, that is a slippery slope to heretical self-righteousness.
The world doesn't need yet another variant religion based on biblical guesses although that is how some have 
popped up in the not-too-distant past.  Certainly, not all Christian religions which include some biblical guesses 
are false.  There are some guesses mixed into legitimate Christian religions as if they were facts.  It is when 
guesses form the basis of a religion that one loses the Scriptural high-ground.  A little homework reveals which 
religions include a few harmless guesses and which ones are flatly false.  You should know which are which.  I 
am certain that some false religious theologians are cursing me for letting this big fat cat out of the bag.  This 
specific, convenient piece of public deception cries-out to be exposed as all public deceptions cry-out to be laid 
bare.  So, keep separate what is actually written in the Bible from any guesses about it and you will be fine.  
Guessing is fun and it can be OK to guess as long as you don't start taking yourself too seriously.  I am using 
qualifiers; "likely", "perhaps", "probably", "I think" or I will just say "my guess".  I am not trying to sneak any 
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guesses by you as if they were facts, as those with a clandestine agenda are inclined to do.  There will be one 
more mention of biblical guessing later when we talk about End Time events, a real hot topic with guessers.  
Also, it is generally prudent not to debate anyone's biblical guesses because many Christians get outrageously 
angry when their guesses are questioned.  So, it seems likely that whatever church you eventually settle into, 
they will probably have some biblical guesses mixed in with their theology.  An important point to remember is;
you do not have to point out their guesses to them and in fact, your life will be much better if you let that stuff 
go, ignore it.  As long as guesses are not the basis of the religion or otherwise harmful to Christianity you will 
be happier ignoring it.  Just enjoy their fellowship and what good they are doing for the Kingdom of God that 
you can participate in.  It is categorically irrelevant that haughty guessers desperately defend their little guesses.
  
After the Mystery Kingdom parables and still on the same day it would likely be afternoon and Jesus climbs 
into a boat and says; "Let us go over to the other side of the lake." (the Sea of Galilee). Luke 8:22  So the 
disciples board the boat and Christianity's little Marine Expeditionary Force of one shove off and boldly sally 
forth into their destinies.  It is about six miles across at the northern point where they are likely crossing.  They 
are probably under sail, not rowing and He falls asleep in the stern.  Due to the lake's low-lying geographic 
position at about 680 feet below sea level in a rift valley surrounded by hills, it is prone to sudden atmospheric 
squalls and straight away a big storm blows in.  When the wind kicks up it would be SOP to have dropped the 
sales and use the oars.  Waves can be fourteen feet tall during these squalls.  I' m guessing it is the topography 
that allows winds to whip-up oversized waves.  Even though among them are seasoned fishermen who have 
spent their life on this little sea, still the disciples are frightened because their boat is being swamped and going 
down.  So, they wake Him up and ask for help.  He quiets the wind and sea in an instant and they are stunned to 
silence by this.  They marvel.  Jesus is in operational command of all things on earth and it seems to me He is 
teaching them to bring their legitimate needs to Him, something we can continue to do today.  
   
On the far side they make landfall in the neighboring country, "where the Gadarenes lived".  Historical note; 
The exact place is probably, not definitely known today.  The people there are pagan Gentiles who had interbred
with Assyrians for hundreds of years.  Also, the Middle East had been conquered by the Greeks three-hundred-
fifty years before the time of Jesus and the Greek influence persisted even more than the recent Roman impact.  
Rome had re-conquered the whole area again in 63 BC.  There were a lot of non-Jewish people living in the 
Middle East and fragments of the Greek language remained ubiquitous all throughout Asia Minor.  So, local 
Jews and non-Jews, would likely use an occasional word of Greek, lingua franca, mixed into their primary 
language, Aramaic, in the case of the Jews.  Anyway, at their debarkation point, they are met by two severely 
demonized men who have frightened the locals for years.  I might have suggested sailing a few miles further on 
but Jesus has mercy on them and demonstrates that we should not turn our backs on those who are hideous to 
us.  They surely need salvation as much as anyone.  The Matthew account mentions there were two men, but 
only one of them does the talking.  The Mark and the Luke accounts focus only on the man who does the 
talking.  We get a good description of this severely demonized man.  He lives in the tombs and has been so wild
that the locals have given up trying to keep him chained.  He has broken all the chains they could put him in 
many times and he can be heard yelling out as he cut himself with stones.  This is a large, strong, and crazy 
man.  His demons call out immediately; "What do you want with us, Son of God?  Have you come here to 
torment us before the appointed time?" Matthew 8:29 "The appointed time" is judgment.  So, demons know that
God's judgment is coming and they also recognize who Jesus is.  The name of the demon is "Legion, for we are 
many." Mark 5:9  So, there are many demons in this man.  Here on the same day that Jesus was accused and 
rejected by the Pharisees for fictional demon possession, He faces the very most demon-possessed man in the 
Bible and the demons both recognize Him and they seem panicked at His presence. James 2:19  The demons 
beg Jesus not to command them into the abyss.  The abyss is an earthly bottomless fire pit, perhaps the molten 
core of the Earth, where demons can be confined.  Also, Satan is to be locked up there during Jesus' millennial 
reign.  The locking mechanism that keeps him confined would be related to spiritually Divine physics which we
are not privy to in human form. Revelations 20:1-3  The demons beg Jesus to allow them go into a large heard 
of pigs grazing nearby, about two thousand animals and a staple food in non-Jewish areas.  He grants them 
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permission.  The results indicate that pigs are more sensible creatures than men because they don't tolerate 
demon possession at all.  Immediately the pigs charge over a cliff and into the sea and drown.  I use to wonder 
what happened to all the demons.  Did they get sent to the abyss or maybe wander around looking for other 
human victims?  Well, you know there is often a lot more to the story than what Scripture says, so people can 
practice their guessing skills, I guess.  I refer to this as the expanded story and I offer you my speculation about 
these kinds of biblical things.  So here one cannot help but to speculate on what happened to all the demons?  
Did Jesus loose two thousand demons on a tiny rural town that likely did not have two thousand people?  Did 
He send the demons to the abyss?  And what about the owner of the pigs?  Did he get reimbursed for his loss?  
People worry a lot about this kind of stuff.  However, do not worry about any expanded storylines.  With Jesus 
present, we have to trust that something appropriate happened.  We have to assume in all Gospel stories that 
something appropriate happened to all the players even when we are not given every single detail of the story.  
Don't worry about the details.  God has that all handled.  After all, how much wiser and more merciful is your 
heavenly Father than you are?  A real gigantic amount more is how much, so don't worry about the expanded 
stories.  Point of order; All earthly stuff is ridiculously trivial to God.  Full stop.  Would God cheat a hapless pig
farmer?  Would He loose a battalion of demons upon a vulnerable small town?  No, not likely.  So, have a little 
faith in God and don't worry about such things.  People who like to worry about such things probably hang 
around together in little worry clubs but I bet their membership meetings would not be of much interest.  
  
The important point is that the demonized man becomes normal.  He speaks and behaves like a normal man.  
Later when they are leaving, he wants to go with them.  But Jesus tells him to return and tell his people what 
great things have been done for him and he does just that.  There is no need to ask this man to keep quiet about 
it because this is a non-Jewish area and so no jealous Pharisees are lurking about.  So, Jesus shows us He is 
going to include Gentiles in salvation.  However, He is still on His Jewish Op.  He always intended to include 
Gentiles but after His Resurrection. Ephesians 3:5-12  So, the man is saved and it seems he does create a lot of 
Gentile believers when he tells his story to many who knew him as demonized. Mark 5:20  Next, Christianity's 
little Amphibious Advance Force of one reboards their fishing boat and they again shove off and set sail. 
 
It sure seems like there were a lot of demonized people around in those days, doesn't it?  This was still the 
Mosaic age and God had not yet provided His Holy Spirit in a blanket blessing upon the Earth (Grace) as He 
did after Jesus’ Resurrection.  It is my guess (another guess) that Grace has kept us generally in more demon 
free conditions then existed on Earth prior to the Resurrection and Isaiah 49:24-26 seems to indicate just that.  
There are still people who are demonized.  Just visit an insane asylum if you want to be seriously creeped-out 
by demons.  Another example of the Spirit of God protecting us in the modern age; Notice that, in the television
shows dealing with ghosts, does it not seem that the victims of harassment are rarely Christian?  It looks that 
way to me.  Our little measure of God's Spirit that we get at the moment we believe in Jesus is a bazillion times 
more powerful than those lost and loitering spirits.  As believers in Jesus, we don't have to worry about demons 
possessing us if we do not invite them or visit their haunts. (a super important If right there) So, demons can 
possess people today usually when invited or unintentionally by proximity.  Also, all demons will be deposed at
the second coming, again Revelation 20:1-3.  Restating; "There are no demon atheists. They are all believers."  
  
They sail back to their home port of Capernaum and likely it is the next morning when they arrive.  There is a 
huge crowd waiting for them.  A ruler of the local synagogue named Jairus came pleading Jesus to come and 
lay hands on his daughter as she was near death.  So, He starts walking towards the house and while they walk, 
they are being swarmed by thousands.  As usual, there is pushing and elbowing for position as they walk along. 
There is a woman in the crowd who has had uncontrolled bleeding for twelve years.  Scripture says and she 
later tells Jesus; that she was thinking; "If I touch but His garment, I will be made whole." So, she contrives a 
brush contact, touching His robe and she can tell right away that she is made well.  Jesus, likely feeling power 
had discharged from Him stopped and asked: "Who touched my garments?" Mark 5:30  Note, this is not saying 
that He does not know who touched Him.  He is just giving her a chance to fess-up.  His disciples chime right in
and say, lots of people are touching you, look at the crowding and bumping.  Jesus ignores that and just stays 
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there looking at the people that were just behind Him.  The woman, feeling busted, falls down before Him and 
tells Him the whole truth.  Jesus first corrects her perception, "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole…" 
Mark 5:34  So, not the touching of His robe or the act but her faith, a familiar theme that saved her.  If it was by 
touching His robe, then all kinds of people would be getting incidentally cured of everything as they touched or 
bumped into Him like a biblical pinball machine; bong, bong, bong.  That would be a distraction to his mission, 
so, of course, that never happens.  Again, we see it is faith in God not contact magic that He is advocating.  
     
Then comes word from the house of Jairus that the girl has died, but He continues on to the house anyway.  He 
takes only three of His disciples plus the mom and dad, likely to reduce the crowd following Him.  His miracles
are not for the Jewish public or based upon His Messiahship anymore, after His rejection.  Jesus tells them; 
"Don't be afraid.  Just have faith." Mark 5:36  They do, so He raises up the dead girl, another messianic miracle,
and tells the parents to give her something to eat and not to tell anyone, keeping His miracle quiet or private.  
     
They leave the house and two blind men follow Him crying out; "Have mercy on us thou Son of David", 
meaning Messiah.  So, the blind men can see that He is The Messiah, but the Pharisees intentionally cannot.  He
ignores them as His miracles are no longer to establish His Messiahship.  He returns to their contingency 
location, Peter's house I assume.  After they are inside the house and out of the majority of the public view the 
two blind men get in to ask him for mercy.  He asks them; "Believe ye that I am able to do this?" Matthew 9:28 
They do have faith so He touches their eyes and they receive physical sight.  Then He goes out and sees a non-
verbal man who was demon-possessed.  He casts out the demon and the man speaks, yet another huge messianic
miracle.  The crowd was amazed and said "never have such things been seen in Israel" which was true and to 
which the Pharisees pipe right up and say; "By the prince of devils casteth he out Devils." Matthew 9:33-34 So, 
it is getting hard to find a public place that does not have Pharisees 'sticking to Him like glue' to restate their 
blasphemous accusations.  Also note that if a lie is restated enough times, it starts to sound familiar and pretty 
soon people start to believe it.  We have all seen this kind of Big Lie soundbite politics used in the post 2020 
presential election loss.  This old tried-and-true technique is what the Pharisees were practicing.  They were 
masters at 'playing' the unsophisticated Jews, as in the fabricated Divine validity of their Tradition Laws.  
  
Right here, I have always wanted to be able to have a specific miracle performed although it never happened so 
the idea is just a flight of fantasy.  Still, what a great time this would have been for Him to perform an 
operational midcourse correction by burning up some of those nasty Pharisees with fire from the sky.  How 
satisfying would a contravention have been right here; destroy a few of these lying religious charlatans, denying
The Messiah to preserve their earthly power?  Yet He does not even comment upon them.  He continues to 
allow them to get away with their free-willed manipulation of the equally free-willed Jewish people.  Why is 
that?  My guess is that He does not want to diminish the size of the leap of faith required to believe in Him.  The
size of that leap would have likely been ordained by the Father before the foundation of the world.  The 
'foundation of the world' geologically was laid down in the Late Heavy Bombardment of 3.8 to 4.1 billion years 
ago.  The nature and size of the leap of faith is likely a constant (λcdm) in space-time, something like 
Kierkegaard's A Leap of Faith.  Jesus is all about us having faith in God, and 'fire from the sky' would make it 
much easier for the Jews to believe in Him, so he performs no such over-the-top type of act.  People are much 
more thrilled by the spectacular rather than the Divine and it seems that I too am guilty of that human frailty.  
  
Anyway, next He and the disciples trek back to His home town of Nazareth.  He teaches in the synagogue and 
they again reject Him because they have known Him growing up so they reason He could not be The Messiah.  
Maybe they thought that The Messiah required unusual validation from…the Easter Bunny?  Validation will 
come too late for them on what is to be the first Easter and in the form of His Resurrection.  Anyway, at least 
they didn't try to throw Him off the cliff this time.  Except for John the Baptist, it had been four hundred years 
of dry spell for Prophets in Israel by now (the time between the Testaments or "the 400 silent years").  Jesus has
performed so many great signs and miracles within thirty-five miles of there that they would have heard all 
about it.  He marveled at their unbelief then Jesus and company clear quarters and decamp from Nazareth for 
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the last time.  The effects of unbelief are diverse and when we experience it in people, we genuinely feel their 
vulnerability.  If you have ever felt that you would somehow like to help these people that is because it is only 
natural that you should want to do something about it.  Unbelief is not a mere metaphor it is a demonic and 
destructive force that renders its victims ineffective.  There is little you can do about forces of physics; 'willful 
unbelief' or gravitational.  Willful unbelief is not an easy fix for the victims.  I see potent irony in Willful 
unbelief in that at first it is self-imposed by the unwilling and then with a little help from Satan it becomes an 
inadvertent commitment and then they can't do anything about it.  Would you reject Jesus' reality and substitute 
your imaginary one or worse Satan's?  If you are not going with God's Word, who's word are you going with?  
   
Jesus Sends out The Seventy-Two Disciples  
In Judea, shortly after the second rejection in Nazareth, He sends out His extended disciples in twos on a Jewish
deployment.  Empowering seventy-two makes it seem like He knows His time is getting short.  Luke 10:1  They
are to be emissaries from God and He authorizes them to perform miracles and preach repentance of His 
rejection.  They are not to take anything with them and He says not to go the way of the Gentiles but to keep 
themselves to the "lost children of Israel".  These orders seem to indicate He is not expecting huge repentance 
because; they are only to stop at the houses of the willing and expect to be persecuted because, if they call Him 
Beelzebub, they will certainly call them worse, if they can think of anything worse.  If they are brought before a
court, God's Spirit will give them the words they need.  He says He creates division within the Jewish family.  
The Jews must love God more than family.  If a member of a Jewish family accepts His Messiahship, that may 
cause a split within the severely unified-by-Law (imposed peaceful) Jewish family.  He suggests that the Jews 
repent of His rejection, not the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  For that there is no repentance possible.  
Still, if any Jews repent His rejection, they would be eligible to enter the Kingdom of God, just not qualified to 
escape the coming judgment.  So, He is giving the Jews a lot of chances, like the Father did in the OT time of 
Jeremiah.  The apple doesn't fall far from the tree.  Here is the difference writ large between Divine and human 
mercy.  Jesus is giving lots of chances.  Local Roman kings would likely have rebellious subjects ever-so-
slowly carved up for fish bait and you-know good old Roman 'fun'.  

The Death of John the Baptist
Next, John the Baptist, imprisoned for a year or so, is executed.  Like Jesus, John probably did not accept the 
Pharisees' Tradition Laws as valid.  Besides his intrinsic knowledge, John was the very last OT prophet and the 
very first Christian casualty of war, Jesus was the second.  The King will later suffer execution as the Harrold 
does now.  Likely Herodias, reasoned it easier to dispose of her accuser rather than to change her inappropriate 
behavior.  Note the parallel vis-à-vis the Pharisaic reasoning on The Messiah, much easier to get rid of their 
accuser, ad hominem.  Anyway, she uses the dancing of her daughter to trick a drunk Herod into giving the girl 
anything she requests.  Still smarting from John's rebuke, Herodias has the daughter ask for the head of John the
Baptist and the King was publicly obliged to give it to her to keep his promise. Mark 6:22-28  Thus does Herod 
expose himself as a melodramatic poseur and two-dimensional cad.  John’s death will profoundly affect Jesus.  
  
The Disciples Return from Their Deployment 
They were deployed for maybe a few weeks preaching repentance of His rejection.  They return, collect 
themselves and the twelve give Jesus their debriefing.  He suggests they go out to the desert to rest which is the 
beginning of Jesus' withdrawal from society as His time is getting short.  They board a fishing boat again, shove
off and set sail.  At this point, John tips us off in 6:4 "Now the Passover feast of the Jews was at hand."  This is 
the third Passover mentioned and it tells us that there is one year left before His Crucifixion because Jesus was 
crucified on the Passover of the fourth year.  Thank Luke for the chronology and John for the tip.  Anyway, the 
crowd sees them sailing off and so they just trot around on the coast and meet them as they reach the other side. 
When Jesus sees the crowd has followed them again, he has compassion for them.  He heals their sick and 
spends most of the day teaching them. Matthew 14:13-21  So, most of the day is gone and the disciples become 
concerned because they are a long way out in the boondocks and no one has food.  The disciples want to send 
the crowd away so they can buy food locally.  Jesus wants them to feed the crowd.  After checking, they find 
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five loaves of bread and two fish, probably salted fish not fresh.  Scripture says there are about five thousand 
men there.  That would mean there were likely eight to ten thousand people because of the way they counted 
people.  They routinely did not count any women or children.  That method of counting people is not my idea, it
is just the way they counted people in ancient male-dominated societies.  Anyway, Jesus has His disciples' seat 
them in groups of fifty to a hundred.  He blesses the food and passes some to the disciples to hand out.  He 
keeps on handing it out and the little supply is not used up.  They feed everyone and collect twelve baskets of 
leftovers after the meal.  He tells His disciples to return to the boat and set sail back for the other side, He 
already knows what He is going to do next.  This crowd is impressed with the multiplication of the food and 
want Him become their king.  They are thinking 'magic meal ticket' and maybe redemption from Rome.  Jesus 
is still peddling grace; redemption from sin and eternal life in Heaven based upon faith in God which the Jews 
feel they already have.  What they lack is faith in God through acceptance of Jesus as Messiah.  Likely because 
of the multiplication of the food, this particular group of Jews are more interested in a meal ticket than a 
Messiah at the moment.  So, he dismisses what must have seemed to Him like a dim-witted crowd and goes up 
the mountain to pray.  Jesus often sought privacy to pray and this is a lesson for us all.  Make time to pray, no 
matter what.  
 
Next it is that night and Christianity's little Amphibious Task Force is back aboard their fishing boat without 
Jesus.  The sea is rough and they spot Jesus, He is walking on the water!  They are afraid.  Maybe He is a ghost.
So, He calls out to them saying "It is I, be not afraid." Matthew 14:25-27  So, Peter enthusiastically asks to join 
Him and Jesus says; "Come".  So, Peter also walks out on the water to meet Him, but likely is distracted by the 
high waves and starts to sink.  Peter calls for help so Jesus grabs his hand and pulls him up onto the surface 
again then they climb over the gunwale.  Jesus says "O you of little faith."  After this miraculous sign, I bet 
there was a strong Christian Esprit de cores for the rest of the trip in that little fishing boat.  His persistent theme
again: have faith or trust in God.  This is as much for our benefit today as it was for Peter's benefit back then.  
Doesn't it seem that whenever we are confronted with some physical urgency, we just react, forgetting to have 
faith or trust in God?  The physical world demands its own attention and that distracts us from God.  Doesn't it? 
I assume that is intentional.  I am guessing that all conditions in the space-time universe are part of God's plan.  
Having faith or trust in God is more art than science and requires our ongoing conscious effort.  The difference, 
of course, between art and science is that science uses data to provide reliable, replicate-able results.  The same 
components applied in the same way produce the same result.  Not so in religious adherence.  Five thousand 
people can recite five hundred Our Father's and five hundred Hail Mary's daily for fifty-seven years and that, of 
course, will not produce the same result from person to person.  It surely could lead to a huge disappointment if 
anyone was expecting that ritualistic behavior would grant them faith, or trust in God.  I am guessing (again) 
that we are generally not punished for our stupidities or I surely would have been toast a long time ago. 
      
After this, there is a short explanation saying He traveled around the area healing people by touch.  The next 
day mentioned He is in the Synagogue in Capernaum where He gives the Bread of Life discourse which is 
recorded only in John's Gospel; 6:25-69.  There are a lot of the same people present who ate the food He had 
multiplied and they still want Him to be their king.  He tells them; "Very truly I tell you, you are looking for 
me, not because you saw the signs, I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.  Do not work 
for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which The Son of Man will give you." John 6:26-27
That is too cryptic for them and it is a lot easier for them to accept Him as meal ticket rather than as Messiah.  
The Devil had predicted that would be the case back at His temptation of the stones to loaves of bread.  They 
ask Him what must we do to be accepted by God and he says "believe in the one God has sent down to you.  I 
am the bread of life." (and so He is) John 6: 28-48  Next He foils their plan to make Him a political king by 
using overly literal words in His Bread of Life discourse.  These people seriously want Jesus to be about 'meal 
ticket' and maybe 'redemption from Rome' and Jesus has to knock down those notions once and for all.  He is 
not about either one of those things.  So, He tells them in very literal words He is The Bread of Life and they 
must eat His flesh and drink His blood.  This is too strong and confusing for them and a large portion of the 
people give up their notion to coerce Him to be their political king.  It seems that even His disciples are thrown 
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a bit of a curve by this so He gives them a hint that He is referring to spiritual things; "It is the Spirit who gives 
life; the flesh is nothing at all.  The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." John 6:63  Paraphrased; 
The spirit animates the flesh and the flesh is but a hollow vessel.  Remember every single thing He said is true.  
     
Next in Capernaum is the story of the Pharisees from Jerusalem criticizing His disciples for not washing their 
hands before eating.  We saw this story earlier; they use the Tradition Laws to selectively cancel inconvenient 
Mosaic Laws.  Despite their confident façade the Pharisees are squirming a bit because they are finding it more 
difficult to relabel their lust for power, the Hobbesian-esque nightmare they are driving as beneficial to Israel. 
One cannot generate support for delusion indefinitely and the longer greed has to establish a foothold, the more 
conspicuous appear the perpetrators.  Communism, "The Master Race" and Jim Crow verified that power-lust 
remains invalid and corrupt to this day.  Next, He leads them further north to the Canaanite towns of Tyre and 
Sidon, which are in present-day Lebanon about twenty-five miles north of the Sea of Galilee and on the 
Mediterranean Sea.  He is likely looking to lay low, far from the Jewish Pharisees, but of course, the word 
quickly gets around and a big crowd forms up, although no Pharisees materialize to badger Him this time.  A 
woman, described as Syrian-Phoenician, referring to both her political background and her Roman hometown, 
comes and falls down before Him and begs Him to cast a demon out of her daughter.  He tells her He is on a 
Jewish deployment, to the lost sheep of Israel, and that it is not meant to take the children's bread and cast it to 
the dogs.  But she persists and says that even the dogs may receive crumbs that fall from the master's table.  He 
tells her; "O woman great is thy faith." Matthew 15:22-28, Mark 7:24-30 and the demon was gone from the girl.

That pesky theme again; faith or trust in God.  This is the most consistent theme of His public ministry.  Faith or
trust in God and of course repentance for those who are in sin.  Again, repentance is changing one's mind about 
what we think is OK, so our behavior becomes consistent with the Ten Commandments, not suggestions.  
Repeating, a good way to tell when we are getting there is when it is no longer inconvenient to live our lives 
according to the Ten Commandments. 1 John 5:3  When we first start out, it can be dreadfully inconvenient. 
  
Next, He heads back to Decapolis, still staying away from Jewish territory and authority.  This is near the place 
where He drove the legion of demons out of a man and into a large herd of pigs.  He quickly draws a big crowd 
of locals who locate a man who is deaf and speaks with an impediment and they present Him with this man to 
be cured.  These people could not have forgotten the miraculous cure, a few weeks ago of the severely 
demonized man who had terrorized them for years.  They probably want to see if Jesus can cure other things 
and likely they have been receiving along with trade goods, reports from across the little sea of Galilee about 
Jesus and His miracles.  So, it seems they are just wanting to get in on any good things He is doing.  He takes 
the deaf man aside to heal him and immediately the man could hear and his Impediment was gone.  He tells him
to keep quiet about it, wanting to remain discreet, but the man is so overwhelmed he blabs it publicly.  Likely 
there are at least a thousand people present and this crowd is just going to get larger over the next few days.  So,
not surprisingly Jesus can't get away from the notoriety.  Many more come to see Him with their sick and 
injured and He heals them all over the next three days.  So much for a low profile.  The word is out again 
although no Pharisees show up to harass Him.  This crowd has been getting larger for three days and they have 
not eaten.  Jesus wants to feed them before sending them home yet they have only a few loaves of bread and a 
couple of fish (again).  So, He blesses the food and performs the miracle of multiplying food for a second time.  
Scripture says there were four thousand present which means men -Matthew 15:38- so there were a lot more 
with the women and children.  After they eat, seven (another seven) large baskets of leftovers are collected. 
     
Next, they re-board the boat, shove off and set sail back this time towards Dalmanutha or Magadan, which is on
the west side, the Jewish side of the sea and maybe five miles south of Capernaum.  This is back into dangerous 
Jewish territory again.  It would be about seven or eight miles across where they are angling west-south-
westerly.  When you watch a boat heading out, you can guess pretty close to where they are going to make 
landfall.  Then it is only about an eight or ten-mile walk-around and you can meet them on the other side.  It 
seems likely this simple method is how the crowds kept estimating where they would land and kept meeting 
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them.  When they make landfall, they are met by some Pharisees again seeking a sign from Heaven.  Jesus has 
already given them many signs and they claimed that He was possessed by the king of demons.  So, it seems 
probable they are just looking for yet another opportunity to publicly restate their demon possession scam rather
than wanting a validating sign from Heaven.  So, staying ahead of these insincere men, He gives them a little 
lecture about how they predict the weather by reading the signs, but don't seem to be able to see the signs of the 
times, His signs.  He repeats what he said a few days ago; "An evil and adulterous" -contaminated with earthly 
values- "generation seeks for a sign; and there shall be no sign given unto it, but the sign of Jonah." Matthew 
16:4  That is the raising of the dead and pretty soon He will perform the most spectacular public raising of the 
dead (Lazarus) that the Jews will ever see until the End Times; the Witnesses.  Also, later in Matthew 27:51-53 
there will be a veiled raising of the dead but I suspect that one was only for a few select people to see.  

So, they re-board their fishing boat, shove off and Christianity's little Fleet Marine Force of one sails north.  He 
says to beware of the leaven of Pharisees and Sadducees.  They think He means leaven of bread, but He 
admonishes them saying beware of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees, symbolic as leaven, I assume 
because teaching replicates itself as yeast does. Matthew 16:6-12 Galatians 5:9  Soon, the evil yeast of the 
Pharisees will cause a 'batch' of Israeli insurgency to 'rise' against Jesus (too much metaphor?).  They make 
landfall and walk to Bethsaida, three miles further north-inland from the northern coast.  They are solidly into 
Jewish territory here if only briefly.  He restores the sight of another blind man in a symbolic two-step healing 
(for your later study) and then they hike yet another twenty miles further north to Caesarea Philippi.  This gives 
them a large buffer zone in Gentile territory.  It seems to me that He is still trying to stay away from the 
Pharisees so He can teach His disciples in peace.  Caesarea Philippi was the site of much Greco-Roman history. 
Here there is a big cliff and water flows out from underground by the base of the cliff.  He uses the large cliff to 
speak symbolically and there is a contemporary dispute as to His meaning; He asks them for a SITREP; "Who 
do men say The Son of Man is?" Matthew 16:13  They tell Him what they are hearing, which shows that the 
people know Jesus is supernatural but they don't see that He is The Messiah.  Then He asks them "Who do you 
say that I am?"  Peter answers "You are the Christ, the son of the living God." Matthew 16:13-16  Jesus replied, 
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father 
which is in Heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it." Matthew 16:17-19  The gates of Hades (or Hell) is a Jewish expression of the day 
meaning 'the domain of the dead'.  So, death will not prevail against Jesus' church.  How about that.  Remember 
every single thing He said is true.  Restating; it is the existence of Jesus' church, the Christian Church which He 
is founding way back then that defines the Church Age, which we are all still living in to this very day.  
  
OK, the contemporary dispute; The name Peter means rock and also Peter was nicknamed Cephas, an 
endearment meaning small stone.  Did Jesus mean that upon Peter the small stone He would build His church?  
Or is it the rock of Peter's realization; "You are the Christ, the son of the living God"?  Is that the rock Jesus was
referring to?  I vote for Jesus meaning it is the rock of Peter's realization, the Son of the living God is the rock 
upon which Jesus will build His church.  This makes more sense and the Greek words used in the original 
document (Petros and Petra) strongly support this interpretation, contrary to Catholic doctrine.  To continue the 
last little bit of what He said here; "I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; whatever you bind on 
Earth will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on Earth will be loosed in Heaven." Recorded only in 
Matthew but two times; 16:19 & 18:18.  To bind is to forbid and to loose is to permit.  So here Jesus gives to 
His disciples the power which the Pharisees had assumed and had taken upon themselves by making up their 
tradition of the Elders laws; permitting and forbidding and which they had no Divine authority to assume.  From
the beginning of the Gospels, their disagreement has been over the authority of God as opposed to the authority 
of men and manmade laws.  Also, there is no right of succession given.  The disciple's powers to bind and to 
loose are not items which they have the authority to pass on to other people, as the Catholic Church insists was 
granted.  If it was, it is not in the Bible.  That authority is simply a two-person chain of custody, Jesus to His 
disciples and Full Stop.  The assumed authority to pass on their powers of binding and loosing are just hopeful 
fragments of false doctrine and of course do not invalidate the Catholic Church, in case that crossed your mind. 
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The next thing reported is that Jesus tells His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer many things, die 
and then be raised from the dead.  This is His first mention of this, but He will reference it three times and it is 
recorded across the Synoptics.  He says it in plain enough language and they get it.  Peter has an emotional 
reaction and blurbs out reflexively; "Not so, Lord.  Be it far from thee."  Peter is emotional and tends to speak 
out or act quickly.  Here impetuous Peter has just told Jesus that "You are the Christ, the son of the living God" 
and then almost immediately; Oh-no, Lord that can't be true.  You have to smile at Peter's human frailties (I do).
But Jesus turns to Peter and said; "Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns." Matthew 16:23  It is that expression "merely human 
concerns" (New International Version) used as it was, that provides a potent Divine tell.  This gives us a 
powerful suggestion that God is infinitely more concerned with spiritual matters rather than worldly concerns, 
like death.  Jesus sees his torturous looming death as 'merely a human concern'.  So, if His Son's terrible earthly 
torture death is not a big deal to The Father, but 'merely a human concern', how big of a deal do you think your 
cash flow is to God?  In case you were planning to ask God to let you win the lottery.  To give you a bit of hope
here, eventually, your prayers will become more knowledgeable or wiser and you will only ask for things in 
keeping with the Father's will and then things will start going your way a lot faster.  God does not necessarily 
want you to be poor, but this kind of worldly concern is way down his priority list for you and it should be way 
down on ours also.  Once you get that straight, God will let you have some prosperity.  Really.  So, then Jesus 
said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it." Matthew 
16:24-25  Here He restates that worldly matters like death are not of great importance, but it is spiritual matters 
that are the most imperative.  He also mentions here that some of them will see Him in glory before they die and
He is referring to the Transfiguration which is the next item coming up in the Gospels.  Matthew 16:28
   
Whatever you ask God for, ask 'in Jesus holy name' John 16:23 and you must believe in your heart that He will 
grant it to you and so He will. Mark 11:24 "This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that 
we have what we asked of him." 1 John 5:14-15  In your relationship with God, do not seek worldly 'stuff' first, 
but seek Godly wisdom strength and to know His will for you and God will likely give you more worldly stuff 
than you ever wanted.  Really.  Of course, by then you won't care so much about worldly stuff.  I think He is 
just making sure that your spiritual relationship with Him and other people won't be harmed by worldly stuff.  
Do you get the impression that maybe He has been burned by people on this issue in the past?  Like maybe He 
gave some people the worldly things they asked for and then they decided they didn't need God, because with 
riches, arrogance often trails closely behind, common human sequential partners.  I’m guessing that He has 
been burned by people on this and of course He would have seen that coming so it didn't really need to happen.  
I am just sort-of thinking (typing) out loud.  Anyway, live contentedly with what you have because you choose 
Heavenly values and God will likely give you a bunch of earthly stuff that you have not even thought of asking 
Him for.  At least that is a fairly routine occurrence among Christians, it is not a guarantee of good fortune.   
   
The Transfiguration
So, after six days, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain.  There Jesus becomes transfigured He 
becomes dazzling white and glowing, including His garments.  Also, both Moses and Elijah appear with Him 
and they look similar.  Here, Moses represents the law, Elijah represents the prophets and Jesus represents the 
fulfillment of both the OT Law and the prophetic promises (best historical guess).  Only Luke records that the 
three of them talk about Jesus' upcoming death. Luke 9:30-31  Peter is excited again as he is likely thinking the 
Kingdom of God is arriving.  Peter says he would like to build three tabernacles one for each of the spiritual 
beings.  Of course, spiritual beings have no need of anything physical, in this case small portable boxes like 
jewelry boxes.  Peter may have been recalling that it says in Zechariah 14:16; the feast of Tabernacles will be 
celebrated in the End Times.  Recall the feast of Tabernacles is the annual celebration of the end of the Jews 
wandering in the desert for forty years.  So, Peter was probably just thinking that the Kingdom of God had 
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arrived on Earth.  Well, it hadn't arrived and then a cloud appears and envelopes them and they hear the Father's
voice say; "This is my beloved Son: hear ye Him." Luke 9:35  Meaning that in the modern age which was at 
hand, it is time to listen to Jesus –more so than Moses and the Prophets I guess (guess on that last bit).  This is 
the second time we hear the Father speaking directly (a third-time, John 12:28 is not covered in this text).  
When the Father speaks here, it is with a command for us all, not just the three disciples.  We should take this 
seriously.  So, we should be listening to Jesus.  Implicit in this is; the Christian Church that Jesus is establishing 
will be the mechanism for the distribution of the gift, not reward, of salvation-by-faith in the modern age.  You 
will likely never receive a more personal and powerful message so directly from your Heavenly Father; 'Time to
listen to Jesus'.  That part of the meaning of the message is not guesswork, it is in your face.  

When they get back down the mountain, they discover that the Pharisees have found them again (follow the 
crowd I suppose) and are waiting with a surprise they have cooked up for Jesus.  They have come from 
Jerusalem (between 75 and 100 miles) and they brought with them a boy possessed of a non-verbal demon.  
They have challenged Jesus' disciples to cast out the demon and they have failed.  This is of course what they 
wanted, an attempt to discredit Jesus, but now that Jesus is there, He takes over the situation.  He says; "O 
faithless generation, how long shall I be with you?" Mark 9:19  He calls for the boy to be brought to him and 
when the demon spots Jesus it recognizes Him and throws the boy into what seems like an epileptic seizure. 
"And when Jesus saw the multitude came running" Mark 9:25  He casts out the demon quickly before too big of
a crowd forms as He is trying to attract less attention.  A little later His disciples ask Him why they had failed to
cast out the demon.  He says two things; First, not enough faith.  That troublesome issue again; faith or trust in 
God.  If His disciples were still having trouble mustering enough faith after all they had seen, is it any wonder 
that we should be suffering similarly.  This is a whole-life issue for all of us because it flies in the face of 
reality, faith or trust in God.  So, look to Christ for faith, not at your huge problem which is situational and 
cannot grant you any faith, but Christ will, even though you can't see how.  The second thing He said that was 
their problem; The fact that this particular kind of demon, that is a non-verbal one, must be cast out by prayer as
opposed to the usual technique which is a verbal command and they did not know that.  So, in response to the 
Pharisees' best challenge, Jesus publicly foils them again by performing another huge 'messianic miracle' to 
which the Pharisees just skip over it and slink away.  Do you think they would have made a big deal out of it if 
He had tried and failed?  
                        
Next, Jesus and Company head back to Galilee and He again tells his disciples that He will be killed and 
resurrected.  They don't want to hear this and Scripture says 'they do not understand it'.  They are too frightened 
to ask further. Matthew 17:22-23, Mark 9:31-32 and Luke 9:44-45  They will not understand Jesus' death until 
after His Resurrection.  For the time being, his disciples are confused and maybe frustrated as they are likely 
still thinking in the overwhelmingly common and universal Jewish public view that The Messiah will overthrow
Rome to liberate Israel.  They don't seem to have a clue that He is about the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
for all people on earth.  Reiterating, John the Baptist is the only other person besides Jesus to intrinsically 
realize this, no one had to tell him. John 1:29  Jesus will not tell the disciples His actual mission until after His 
Resurrection. Ephesians 3:4-6  Human thought can be far from God's intentions.  It would have been comforting
to have told them that He was not here to rescue Israel from Rome, but to offer salvation to all people on earth.  
They were certain that The Messiah's campaign plan was to liberate Israel from Rome and they felt that they 
had the biblical backing although they were mistaken about that part.  Why He allows them to continue to 
believe that all the way past His death is not obvious to me.  It was a huge anguish and a test of faith to His 
disciples and all the Jews.  There is a little bit about faith in the last part of the parable of the King and His Ten 
Servants, Luke 19:26 but we just don't know why He did not express this more clearly to the needy people 
around Him.  I think that the disciples are cooked by now, emotionally spent and confused.  Why He didn't 
clarify His earthly mission is a delightful subject for guessers, but I must remain a biblical pan-realist.  
Whatever way it pans out will be fine with all of us who trust God.  This pan-realism biblical philosophy of 
mine is simply what it appears to be; trusting God about things unknown to us.  
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Next, are some points which I only summarize or skip over.  When His disciples debate who among them will 
be greatest in the Kingdom of God, He seems disappointed and advises them to be more childlike.  He says that 
we must forgive those who wrong us if we expect God to forgive us of our sins.  So, He forgives those who will
nail Him to the cross.  Here we can see yet again that Jesus is demonstrating that He is the Son of God.  He is 
also giving us some instructions for living, not conditions for salvation.  This is a hard lesson of Christianity.  
We must forgive all those who have wronged us.  We must let go of our self-righteousness in this regard.  It 
doesn't matter how unjustly we have been treated; Jesus says let it go.  Remember Jesus forgave all the sin of 
the world which demonstrates superior moral character.  It would be ludicrous and colossally audacious of us to
think we could ever match that.  

Jesus returns to Jerusalem probably for the feast of Tabernacles (mid to late October).  He teaches in the temple 
and the Pharisees try to have Him arrested, but the guards cannot bring themselves to take Him (another 
unacknowledged miracle) which adds further frustration to the Pharisees. John 7:30-47  When it is said that the 
Pharisees were cooking up surprises to trick Jesus, most scholars assume that it was both the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees collaborating by this later stage in the Gospels. and hence the erstwhile political competitors became 
ill-omened conspirators in the rejection and murder of The Messiah and the consequential destruction of Israel.  
  
Still in Jerusalem, the Pharisees cook up yet another little surprise for Jesus. John 8:3-11  They bring to Him a 
woman caught in the act of adultery and ask him; should she be stoned?  They already have stones in hand, 
eager to let fly and they are agitated, impatient for a quick answer.  If He were to say yes, He would be guilty of
being in conflict with Rome because death penalties had to come from Roman authority.  If He says don't stone 
her, he would be in conflict with Moses Law.  So, their corrupt intent is only too observable here but Jesus 
counters with a masterful sortie on their demented logic.  First, He taunts them a bit with a delay which I just 
love and I think it is because they are so agitated and eager to stone the women.  Before He answers and you 
have to love His symbolism here, He squats down and writes something in the dirt.  Too bad no one ever reports
what he wrote, but you may be certain it was relevant.  So, with a finger of God, He writes in the dirt.  He who 
had written the Ten Commandments and inspired the biblical Law, He wrote something in the dirt at His feet 
and with a finger of God.  That is really cool.  Then He stands and says; "He that is without sin among you, let 
him cast the first stone at her." John 8:7  That meant the same sin, specifically adultery because under Mosaic 
Law, they were conveniently forgetting, it is the accuser who must cast the first stone, but only if he has not 
committed the same sin, in this case specifically adultery.  That puts a hush on the mob and pretty soon they are 
dropping their stones on the ground (plop, plop, plop) and slinking away, starting with the older men and finally
the younger ones.  Interesting that if this woman was caught in the act of adultery, I have always wondered, 
where is the man who was also caught?  Maybe dropping his stone and slinking away with the rest of the male-
dominated society?  Anyway, all of the men present there had been adulterers at some point in their lives and all
wanted to blame the woman.  Maybe we should try matriarchal societies as a potential upgrade?  

Still in Jerusalem is another incident where Jesus blinds their eyes and minds to Him (my guess).  It occurs in 
the temple where Jesus is teaching.  There is a discourse in John 8:21-59 where Jesus exposes the Pharisees as 
trying to invalidate the messenger because they don't like the message, vis-à-vis Herodias and John the Baptist.  
So, they attempt to stone Him but he miraculously walks through them and away.  He will not allow them to 
stone Him now as He is going to be crucified on the Passover, six months ahead, for the forgiveness of sins.  
Again, this delightful miracle; He likely blinds their eyes and minds to Him so He can just walk away and they 
can't see Him.  He had to know that all these years later, we would be charmed by His act and the 
unacknowledged miracle which He performs right in their faces.  At first, He thwarts their attempt to stone this 
woman and then He confuses them and simply walks away.  Too Good.  He uses confusion, not force because 
my guess is that force would reduce the leap of faith required to believe.  So, likely just continuing His lifelong 
policy of being low profiled there will intentionally be no huge displays of Divine force as Jesus knows that 
men are overly impressed by force.  Jesus is advocating faith in God and He will not be forcing that upon us.  
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Still in Jerusalem, Jesus restores the sight of a man who was born blind and He uses salvia considered unclean, I
suspect to challenge the Tradition Laws. John 9  This is another huge miracle, if not a 'messianic' one.  The 
Pharisees and Sadducees are enraged by this and demonstrate desperate means to invalidate it.  In their official 
capacity as judges, they interrogate the man who was born blind, on two separate occasions, John 9:13-34 and 
they even interrogate the man's parents.  They fail to find any deception; the man was definitely born blind and 
remained that way until Jesus restored his sight.  So, they can only restate their blasphemous lame claim when it
is they who are blaspheming, denying the God they so publicly claim to serve.  Another ironic lighting jab by 
John.  The Pharisees and Sadducees seem punch-drunk as they fall back on the ropes of their fabricated position
that Jesus is demon-possessed and blaspheming the Holy Spirit yet again.  Whereas no one was buying this six 
months ago, a division is now appearing, they have repeated it enough times that they are winning over a few 
people to their side.  These people who are now agreeing with the scam were likely locals from Jerusalem.  
Those people would have heard the countermeasure accusation repeated many times by now.  In a catastrophic 
and arrogant 'blunder' the Pharisees and Sadducees are trying to lead the Nation of Israel to reject Jesus as The 
Messiah.  Just today, perceiving some agreement from a few people they sense 'blood in the water' despite the 
general unpopularity of their yarn, the scene rife with human duplicity and hypocrisy.  Still, Jesus will elude 
them one last time, returning and timing His death to be on the Passover six months from now. 
     
Still summarizing and skipping over some items.  He leaves Jerusalem but likely stays in Judea for a while.  He 
answers His disciples' question about prayer and adds a little parable which modern-day Christians find both 
helpful and comforting, another cool and sensitive Luke-type story showing the humanity of Jesus. Luke11:5-13
He tells about a man who had unexpected guests show up late at night and needed bread for them but was out.  
So, he knocks on his neighbor's door, awakening him and asking to borrow bread.  The neighbor does not want 
to get up and be bothered, but the man persists knocking and knocking and eventually, the neighbor will get up 
and give him the bread he asks for.  Jesus says it is like this when you pray to your heavenly Father.  If He does 
not give you what you ask for, just be persistent (don’t whine) keep knocking on His door, keep asking and He 
will give you what you ask and more; "And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened.  For what father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent (snake); or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!" Luke 11:9-11, Matthew 7:7-11  With the Holy Spirit comes unimaginable peace, joy, and 
wisdom such that we will be able to acquire any earthly things, however, when we acquire a larger portion of 
the Holy Spirit we are no longer so enamored of earthly things.  In a reverse 'Scheherazadian' manor, the King 
tells stories to us commoners and we fall in love with the King.  I mentioned this before and I repeat; in your 
prayers, first seek God and His wisdom or Spiritual gifts and seek to know His will for you.  Do not seek earthly
things and counterintuitively He will give you many earthly things including things you have not thought to ask 
Him for.  Your heavenly Father knows how to and wants to give us really good gifts and will not give you what 
is bad for you should you ask.  Trust Him.  He really is an improbably good and loving Father whom you can 
always trust.  Also, a side point here; earthly gifts are merely physical, spiritual gifts are Divinely empowered 
and we must be in possession of the Spirit of God -the power source- to be able to use them.  Thus, it seems to 
me that there are very many spiritual gifts that go unused or minimally used on earth.  If your child asks you for 
a Black Mamba snake as a pet, would you give it to them?  No, of course not.  That would be too dangerous.  
We may ask God for something that only He can see would be bad for us at the time or that would otherwise 
interfere with His plan for your life.  So maybe He doesn't give you that, but He will surely give you something 
better if you are faithful to Him.  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you."  John 15:7  We must learn what to ask for and what not to ask for and it should always 
be; 'in keeping with your will, Father.'  He wants to give us really good gifts.  "I will instruct you and teach you 
in the way you should go I will counsel you with my eye upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you." Psalms 32:8-9  So, just 
stay near to Him.  You do get that, right?  Also, when you ask you must believe that He will give it to you and 
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so He will.  Do not give up.  Learn to wait upon the Lord. Psalm 27:14, Isaiah 40:31  Keep asking, keep 
knocking and He will give you more than you asked for.  His timing is different from yours but always right for 
you.  Commit yourself to His schedule even though you are not allowed know it beforehand.  Just trust Him.  
   
Next in Luke 11:14-23 and still in Judea, He casts out another non-verbal demon, a huge 'messianic miracle' and
this time a more noticeable division appears within the crowd.  Some start to murmur; is He in alliance with 
demons?  So, a few more people start buying the demon possession scam.  He has to know this is grim for His 
strategic estimate.  It looks like He may as well wrap up His time here on Earth pretty soon as the popular 
sentiment that was favorable to His being The Messiah seems to be slipping away.  He teaches repentance and 
heals a crippled woman.  A bit later is another attempt by the Pharisees to seize Him but He again just walks 
right through them and away, likely by temporarily blinding their eyes and minds to Him.  Again, I just love it 
that in temporarily confusing them (my best historical guess on this) He performs a charming low-profile 
miracle right in the faces of those who are in unbelief of His Messiahship.  These would be servants of the 
Sanhedrin and the high priest.  I kind of want to shout back at them in time; "Hey, you guys in unbelief, you're 
being fools again."  Also, restating I think the reason He is not performing spectacular theatrical acts like 
burning up bad characters with fire from the sky is that He doesn't want to lessen the leap of faith required to 
believe.  That would be the same leap of faith and the same amount of faith required both then and now, likely a
constant in space-time.  My favorite biblical guess you can surely tell by now.  

So, Jesus performs the 'messianic miracles', the gold standard of Pharisaic doctrine for proof of Messiahship.  
Yet the Pharisees wretchedly continue to protect their earthly political power by rejecting Him and denying His 
Messiahship.  You would think that the Pharisees had some egg on their face by now because Jesus is proving 
He is The Messiah by including the Pharisee's own criteria, but they are continuing to redouble-down on their 
blasphemous accusation of demon possession which is looking pretty darn phony by any standards about now.  
Restating, when the Pharisees accuse Jesus of demon possession, they are also accusing the Holy Spirit of the 
same because, since His baptism, the Holy Spirit has been living within Jesus' human body.  Their unbelief here
is willful, particularly malignant or a challenge to God because they do know better.  Here is a colossally 
overriding point of order; It is never a good idea to challenge God.  Full stop.  Likely, God does not care for 
human arrogance and these guys must have known by now that truly Jesus was The Messiah.  Their selectively 
dim-witted agnosticism on this point is willful or a challenge to God.  Spoiler alert; this does not turn out well 
for these guys or the Nation of Israel.  So, things are getting hotter and more dangerous for Jesus.  He heads out 
to the Jordan River close to where John used to Baptize.  He stays there for a while, teaching before heading out
to Perea, which is the area east (inland) of Judea.  He travels around there teaching and the Pharisees continue to
challenge Him.  He preaches several cool parables.  Then word comes that one of His followers is sick unto 
death.  This is recorded only by John in 11:1-44.  The man is named Lazarus and his sister has asked Jesus to 
come and heal him.  But Lazarus dies about the same time that Jesus gets the message, which of course Jesus 
would have known.  Still, Jesus intentionally delays going for two more days.  Then He walks to the town, 
Bethany, right next to Jerusalem, which takes another two days.  So, by the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus has 
intentionally been dead for four days and this is specifically because being dead for three days was singularly 
momentous in Jewish theology of the day and He is making sure that the Pharisee get this His point, the sign of 
Jonah, to the Pharisees.  Resurrection is not possible on or after the third day, except by God Himself and He 
stalls around enough to arrive on the fourth day I bet to make sure the Pharisees get His message.  The Bethany 
crowd will become His last group of highly vocal enthusiasts and will accompany Him into Jerusalem in a few 
weeks for His last Passover, despite the Pharisee's public threats against supporting Him.  In a small Jewish 
town, it would be well known that Lazarus and his sisters were friends of Jesus.  Jesus would likely be the most 
high-profile guest to have ever visited the town.  So, when the sister sends for the famous Jesus to come and 
cure her sick brother you have to know that everyone in that little Jewish town would have known all about it.  
But Lazarus dies almost immediately.  Now what?  The gathering of friends and well-wishers waiting for Jesus 
would have kept growing the whole time as word of Jesus' impending arrival spreads.  Jesus did not spend a lot 
of His time in Judea so the crowd was anxious to see Him and would be in taut expectant anticipation.  They 
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didn't know what Jesus would do when He arrived but they surely intended to see for themselves.  So, the 
raising of Lazarus, which no one was expecting, is a really big deal when it occurs.  Jesus arrives, on the fourth 
post mortem day.  Lazarus' sister demonstrates that she does have the required faith in God so Jesus raises 
Lazarus up from the dead and He makes it look easy.  There are likely about 2500 to 3000 people there by now 
and they must have exploded in a frenzy of Messianic excitement.  Lazarus has been dead for four days!  So, 
Jesus could only be God, The Messiah!  When the Sadducees hear about the four-day post mortem resurrection, 
they are hugely distressed.  This is the precise sign of Jonah He promised and it is also contrary to the Sadducee
doctrine which denies the resurrection of the dead.  This is the most stupendous messianic miracle He has ever 
performed.  This blows the Pharisee's and Sadducees’ minds and also likely blows their demon possession scam
as far as this crowd is concerned.  The Pharisees and Sadducees are absolutely flabbergasted, Jesus has to be 
The Messiah!  It seems they can only salvage their earthly power by falling back on and redoubling down on 
their lame claim that He is demon-possessed, although they don't dare to 'proclaim' it.  In the current public 
mood, the Pharisees are being seen more as the impostors by this Bethany crowd.  So, the religious authorities 
quietly continue their sly plot to kill Jesus.  You would think that they must have known by now that truly Jesus
was The Messiah, the Son of God.  If you feel that way yourself, you are in good company.  Most all of the 
Christians in the world think the same thing and always have.  Let's just not use that as a pretext to kill all the 
Jews as has been maliciously perpetrated many times historically.  Anyway, Jesus heads out of Pharisee 
territory again to lie low in the wilderness in a town named Ephraim.  Soon though, he will be headed back to 
Jerusalem for the last time.  So next, from Ephraim He starts back towards Jerusalem for His last Passover.  On 
the way, He performs another gigantic messianic miracle.  This time He cures ten lepers in one act.  These guys 
call out to Him from a 'leper-safe' distance asking for mercy and he tells them to go show themselves to the 
priest for authentication of the miracle.  Well, they are not cured yet.  Still, they turn around and head back 
towards the priests.  This is where they demonstrate faith that they will be healed based on Jesus' say-so, which 
seems a sure thing to me by now.  Nine of them were Jews and one was a Samaritan. Luke 17:11-19  It takes 
these guys a few hours or maybe half a day to realize they were cured, their skin lesions gone.  When they do 
realize it, only one of them comes back and thanks Jesus, who notes that ten were cleansed, and the only one 
who comes back to thank Him is the foreigner (Samaritan).  It is not known why none of the Jews thought to 
come back to thank Him, but you have to think that they were plenty thankful in their prayers ever afterward.  
Also noteworthy, when they show themselves to the priests, this sets in motion a huge chain of events required 
to both prove and to offer thanks for these particular miracles.  This is all prescribed in Leviticus 14:10-32, 
Cleansing from Defiling Skin Diseases.  It requires more than ten days for each leprosy victim who was cured 
and the Bible does not mention this when these miracles occur.  Still, we know about this through the OT and 
through Jewish theology of the day.  There were many mandatory rituals that had to be observed by the Priests 
and former lepers.  Some scholars think that the reason Jesus performed this huge cleansing of the ten Lepers so
late, in what He would have known where the final few days of His earthly life, that this was so the Pharisees 
will not soon be able to forget Jesus.  Months after His Crucifixion the Pharisees will still be finishing up with 
the last of these guys and their rituals at the temple.  Jesus, of course, would have known all this, but what is not
known is; What was He thinking?  Did He intentionally save His biggest messianic miracle for here, near to the 
end of His earthly life in order to make a long-lasting point to the Pharisees?  These rituals are lengthy and 
complicated.  Each former leper and a priest must make a regimen of offerings.  These offerings must be made 
in a particular order; a trespass offering with a log of oil (a liquid measure, about half a liter) a sin offering, a 
burnt offering, a grain offering.  Just the blood portion of the trespass offering is so long and complicated that I 
will not list it all here because it would cause your eyes to glaze over.  Jesus, of course, knew that cleansing ten 
Lepers at this late stage of His life would give the Pharisees a lot to think about for a long time to come.  This is
the biggest messianic miracle He ever performs.  Still, we can't say if His timing of it was intentional to make a 
long-lasting point to the Pharisees, however, several scholars think so and their guess seems both realistic and 
probable.  Here someone else's biblical guess magically becomes astute commentary when we agree with it. 

So, He performs progressively larger 'messianic miracles' as He goes back to Jerusalem and in gratitude, the 
Pharisees are plotting His murder, their third arrogant 'blunder' to protect their earthly power.  He teaches in 
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parables as He goes.  In Bethany He picks up Lazarus and his two sisters.  This is only a couple of miles from 
Jerusalem and a lot of those people who saw Him raise Lazarus from the dead a few weeks ago are still crazy 
excited that God is here and they are going to follow Him into Jerusalem or anywhere.  This Bethany crowd 
who witnessed the raising of Lazarus were Jews who were somewhat isolated from the Jerusalem population 
even though it was only a couple miles away.  Most people were very local at this historical time.  Also, this 
Bethany group has not been being repeatedly force-fed the Pharisees' unpopular blasphemies about Jesus.  The 
Bethany crowd is extra enthusiastic of His Messiahship because of the 'impossible' four-day postmortem 
Resurrection.  Still, a few of them may have turned on Jesus when they realize that He is not going to save them
from Rome.  For now, this throng is still 'over the moon' because of the resurrection of Lazarus.  That is why He
has such an enthusiastic mob going with Him into Jerusalem for His last Passover while the crowds from a 
couple of months ago up in Galilee had become more use to him and His signs over the last two years.  The 
demon possession scam was mostly perpetrated in Jerusalem where the Great Temple and the Pharisee 
influence are more prominent and still, they had not won over most locals.  There are different levels of passion 
between the Jerusalem and Bethany crowds.  Most of the Jerusalem Jews believe in Jesus yet are publicly 
subdued about supporting Him as Messiah because of the Pharisees' public threats and blasphemies against 
anyone supporting Him.  The Bethany crowd will ignite huge flash-excitement when they accompany Jesus into
Jerusalem where there will only be a few Pharisee allies to publicly back up their scam.  Best historical guess.
   
Sure enough, entering Jerusalem the Bethany crowd incites huge euphoric excitement.  The volatile public 
exhilaration, spontaneously recruits other Jesus-believers to join in.  He is riding on a donkey’s colt, fulfilling 
Zechariah 9:9 and the locals have to notice that (my guess).  The women would yell a celebratory sound known 
as ululation while the men lay their outer garments and palm branches down for Him to pass over. Luke 19:36  
Palm branches are a symbol for Israel's independence, a real hot topic for this crowd.  The men call out loudly; 
"Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord", a biblical Jewish greeting for The Messiah. Psalm 118:26  
So, they accept Him as Messiah.  Such excitement and the boisterous procession would produce a cacophony 
worthy of the age of dinosaurs bickering in the normally sedate Jerusalem.  Both working-class Jews and the 
religious elite knew that public uproars would attract unwanted Roman attention.  Luke 19:40  It seems that the 
people’s thinking is that, since He is The Messiah, the Kingdom of God is going to be set up now and all the 
Jews will be saved from their Roman and other earthly conditions. Luke 19:39-40  I bet they were plenty 
disappointed when He was crucified a few days later, but that was God's plan or we Gentiles would have no 
entry into God's Kingdom.  Remember we are the symbolic "pearl of great price" and He had to "give all of 
what He had" for us and He most certainly did so we Gentiles could receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior and 
obtain forgiveness of sins and eternal life in God's kingdom just for the asking.  Of course, His Crucifixion is 
also setting up salvation for Israel in the Tribulation (Parable of the Hid Treasure).  This is His raison dêtra, 
saving all people on earth, Jews, and Gentiles.  So, I sympathize with the coming disappointment of this Jewish 
crowd, but I am also grateful it worked out as it did.  There will be the new condition of Grace on Earth after 
His Resurrection.  All people, Jew or Gentile, if you accept Jesus, you have complete forgiveness and eternal 
life with God just for the asking.  A pretty darn good deal, especially if you've not been a stellar good character 
so far.  Grace is Jesus' gift, not reward, to all people.  No one can take it away from anyone, ever.  Because of 
Jesus' death and Resurrection, every single person on Earth has the birthright to forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life with God just for the asking.  How cool is that Amazing Grace, especially in your particular case? 
   
The Pharisees, of course, hear this clamorous grand entrance in real-time and they decide they will kill Lazarus 
too. John 12:10-11  That guy should not have come back from the dead to point Jews towards Jesus.  We'll fix 
him.  I am just guessing this was their reasoning because they are certainly behaving that crudely.  Jesus 
performs a second cleansing of the temple, driving out the Sadducee's swindling animal sellers and money 
changers. Mark 11:15-18  Then He teaches in the temple and so many people are wildly enthusiastic that it 
makes the Pharisees unable to seize Him publicly as they are themselves not immune to being spontaneously 
stoned by an angry mob if they get too inappropriate, which they seem to be dangerously approaching as far as 
this crowd is concerned.  They have to be worried about that in their manipulative little brains (my guess) so 
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they lay low for the next few days but continue to plot Jesus' murder.  Too bad they ducked the bullet but that 
was God's plan.  Also, they were fantastically experienced at manipulation and covering their backsides.  So, 
Jesus is untouchable as He makes a huge splash coming to Jerusalem performing bigger and bigger 'messianic 
miracles'.  Then there is His rowdy grand entrance and He immediately heads to the temple, which is where the 
heart of the problem is; institutional graft contaminating the worship of God, which is still glaringly prevalent in
false religions.  He performs a second cleansing of the temple, an absolute home run with the locals as they 
have been being swindled by the Sadducees' foul animal sellers and money changers literally for generations.  
Soon though, Jesus will sidestep out with a minimum of commotion with His death on the Passover.  The Jews 
will all be at home celebrating the Passover and so not available to intercede publicly on Jesus' behalf.  They 
will not even know He has been crucified until the next day, too late to do anything about it.  The Pharisees will
think that they got away with it, especially because they will soon receive unexpected help from Judas.  At first,
they had planned to wait until after the Passover. Matthew 26:5  I’m guessing that the timing was actually Jesus'
intersession to do it quietly and notice he kept His Resurrection to a small affair.  A grand public Resurrection 
prediction would cause tens of thousands to be at His crypt.  Then, it would require less faith to believe in Him. 
His recurring directive is to have faith.  The Kingdom of Heaven requires the same leap of faith both then and 
now.  I think that He kept the amount of faith a constant, then, now or in the future.  My favorite biblical guess 
again.  The leaders of the Nation of Israel could not make that leap of faith and hence they rejected Him as 
Messiah.  The penalty upon that generation of the Nation of Israel was severe and I am guessing that it will be 
no less severe for those among us who refuse the Grace of God; For those who refuse, expect no mercy at your 
judgment.  Judgment, in light of this knowledge, is a sore subject and people definitely don't like to tread so 
closely to this kind of information which they truly did not want to know about in the first place; personal 
responsibility in rejecting Jesus.  By the way, responsibility for rejecting Jesus is now also your personal sword 
of Damocles if you choose to remain an unbeliever.  For those of us who do accept Jesus, we get to cash-in on 
the many fabulous promises of God.  Anyway, He has just entered Jerusalem triumphantly and He still has a 
few days left to Him.  He teaches in the temple and the Pharisees try to publicly trick Him with several 
questions again, but they fail, again.  Sort of like that 'slow-group' from elementary school.  Jesus finally tells 
them what He thinks of them in Matthew 23:1-36, letting His feelings out.  He says that their Tradition of the 
Elders laws are a burden on the people and that they keep secret ways to sneak around the laws for themselves.  
They are hypocrites pretending to be holy when they are not and seeking to make themselves look important.  
He pronounces seven woes (another seven) which are judgments of misery upon them and He again uses the 
term "this generation" which is the temporal coordinate defining the Jewish nation who are under judgment.  
    
Last Hours            
They prepare His last Passover meal which Christians refer to as the last supper.  Judas has recently made a 
Faustian bargain to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, maybe an attempt to force Him to publicly reveal His
Divine power or perhaps Judas felt cheated when he realized Jesus' kingdom was to be spiritual, not physical.  
Those are just guesses as to his reasoning and we only know he committed the betrayal.  Judas will spring the 
trap in the garden of Gethsemane, after they eat.  There, Jesus is arrested by a large group of servants of the 
Jewish high priest as well as the Jewish Sanhedrin.  It seems they wanted to be certain that Jesus would not get 
away this time.  But Jesus demonstrates that He is in charge from the start.  Jesus boldly approaches the large 
hostile group and asks them; "Who are you looking for?"  And He is told; Jesus of Nazareth.  To which Jesus 
clearly says; "I am he."  Pursuant to that comment, the lynch mob were all knocked down to the ground and 
likely momentarily confused. John 18:4-6  It had to have been an awkward and silent moment as they discover 
they are uninjured and so pick themselves up and dust themselves off.  That would be about a hundred slightly 
more hesitant people just flattened by His words.  They don't seem to know what had just happened, but they 
put it aside and return to their dark business at hand.  It seems they missed the Divine in-your-face hint writ 
large which would have been sufficient to send me running home.  Next Judas snaps into action, he comes 
forward and gives Jesus a classic kiss on the cheek, the signal that He is the one to arrest although there is no 
need for the signal as Jesus has just publicly identified Himself.  It seems to me Jesus was giving Judas a last 
chance to repent, but maybe he didn't see that and he does not.  So, Jesus is arrested and taken to a little sham 
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trial, first in front of Annas, the Roman deposed high priest.  Then He is bound and sent to Caiaphas, the Roman
appointed high priest for the prearranged proclamation of a death sentence.  John 18:24  Caiaphas and buddies 
conduct a little ad hoc kangaroo court and condemn Jesus to death for blasphemy.  In doing so, they violate 
more than a dozen of their Tradition Laws of the kind they are accusing Jesus of violating but they really don't 
care.  They finally have the elusive Messiah in hand and are in an absolute frenzy to get Him executed.  They 
abandon even the appearance of propriety.  Next, they must bring Jesus to the local king, Pilate, for an official 
Roman tribunal for the death sentence they crave.  They had planned to use Judas as a witness against Him, but 
Judas has slipped away and inconveniently committed suicide, so they are stumped.  It would seem; "The best-
laid schemes of mice and men often go awry." John Steinbeck  What strategic calculus they had vanishes.  They
kind of look like a Keystone Kops-esque example of bungling inefficiency at this point but they absolutely don't
care because they are in total 'frantic-mode' to get this done.  The Pharisees and Sadducees must act today as all 
the Jews are at home celebrating the Passover and thus are not available to intercede publicly on Jesus' behalf, a 
real and dangerous possibility for them.  So, devoid of any feasibility assessment or plan, they just hustle Jesus 
off to see Pilate.  They will simply wing it and that is exactly what they do, dooming the Jewish nation. 
  
Pilate, as it turned out, was not so quick to condemn what likely seemed to him was an innocent man, just to 
appease their overly obvious blood lust.  They must have seemed like an unsophisticated Jewish mob to Pilate 
who was of the Roman Equestrian order, a lower birth-rank of nobility.  From central Italy, Pilate would have 
been patrician educated in the empire's home base and he would have likely thought of Judea as a Jewish 
backwater.  Pilate, likely with absent mindedly acquired imperial hubris, would have assumed these mud-hut-
dwelling and highly emotional Jews were inherently inferior to Romans and he seems disinclined to grant them 
an easy conquest.  So, Jesus' tribunal hits a reticence snag. John 18:28-38  Pilate had to recognize the obvious, 
that the charge of sedition against Rome was trumped-up and he seems to want to avoid the simplistic 
manipulation.  In the mob's ranting, Pilate gets a lucky piece of information; likely someone remarks Jesus is 
"of Galilee".  Well, that is technically not his territory.  Galilee is under the rule of Herod Antipas, the same 
Herod who had John the Baptist executed about a year ago and whose father, Herod the Great, tried to kill Jesus
when he was an infant although they probably did not know that Jesus as an infant had escaped Herod's purge.  
Herod's authority would be above Pilate's on civil matters impacting the Roman province of Judea.  Also, as it 
happens, Herod is right there in Jerusalem visiting.  So, Pilate, probably cheerfully, transfers what he would see 
as an early morning Jewish inconvenience off to see Herod.  I'm guessing that Pilate, in his well-documented 
ego bloated arrogance likely viewed The Son of God as nothing more than a Jewish inconvenience to his day.  

Herod asks Jesus many questions and Jesus says only; "My Kingdom is not of this world"  Jesus is fey celt here,
shy as if He comes from a different world; Fey is from f ge Old English for visibly fated to die soon, as in an ǣ
end-stage sick person who inexplicably has a really good day.  Such a good day usually signals that person will 
die the same night and hence the expression fey celt, Scottish for fated to die soon.  It seems to me that Jesus is 
performing a variation of a King's Gambit Declined and of course The Father will soon regain the gambit Pawn 
in any case.  I bet Herod would have enjoyed a bit of verbal fencing as he had heard much about Jesus who was 
huge news up north in Galilee for the last two years. Luke 23:8  Herod must have been expecting a feisty person
and it seems that he was disappointed.  He pronounces Jesus as innocent and bounces the 'pawn' back to Pilate.  
So, Pilate's 'bad penny' arrives back at the palace almost immediately and I bet he was disappointed.  "While he 
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him," (a note) "saying, Have nothing to do with that just Man, 
for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him." Matthew 27:19  The salient feature here is 
that both Pilate and his wife have similar premonitions that this is not going to be a good thing.  Pilate tries 
more ploys to not sentence Jesus to death; "For he was aware that the chief priests had delivered Him up 
because of envy." Mark 15:10  Pilate offers to release one of two criminals, Barabbas, guilty of sedition against 
Rome or Jesus, charged with but not guilty of sedition against Rome.  The mob chooses Barabbas to be free and
Jesus to die and in doing so they manage to shout Pilate down, high-risk behavior for the mob as Pilate is well-
known to be mercurial and has the power to have them all slaughtered at his whim.  So, we can see here that the
amount of energy behind ramming through Jesus' death sentence was dangerously high for the Jews.  Finally, 
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Pilate publicly washes his hands, a symbol of not being responsible in the matter and says; "I am innocent of the
blood of this righteous man, it is your responsibility." Matthew 27:24-25  The Jews shout back; "His blood be 
upon us and our children" and so it most certainly was in AD 70.  Even as the part about their children was 
likely just momentary hyperbole, I repeat, it is never a good idea to challenge God. Full Stop.  In this, the fate 
of Israel with its drunkenly staggering, greedy, and corrupt religious leadership was sealed.  The Pharisees, 
seeing Pilate is acquiescing were likely thinking their goal is within sight at this point, but like Ulysses they will
be blown way off course with the destruction of Israel in AD70.  Next Jesus is whipped, routine prior to 
Crucifixion.  This kind of whipping is called scourging and it was a particularly vicious Roman procedure.  A 
lot of skin and muscle tissue are lashed off one's back in this procedure.  The purpose was not to kill the victim 
but to make them suffer as much as possible. "Man is the cruelest animal."  Nietzsche.  The Romans delighted 
in all such brutalities and they had huge experience at this.  Next, Jesus is forced to carry the cross beam that 
would become His Crucifixion beam through the streets and up a hill to the place of crucifixion.  Probably the 
uprights for these crosses were mounted semi-permanently in the ground and new victims got their own cross-
member.  The nails would likely be driven in through the backs of the hands or maybe the wrists and perhaps 
the cross members were retrieved and recycled for use on other condemned men.  If not, in a few months there 
would be a lot of discarded cross members pilling up at the site, and these would be 'unclean' to the Jews so they
would not scavenge such wood.  But we just don't know for sure.  These are best historical guesses.  There are 
only scant and scattered references for these technical crucifixion points in the historical literature.  I assume 
everyone writing at that historical time knew well what a common crucifixion looked like, even if we don't 
today.  However, Jesus' entire ordeal is well documented in the Gospels.  He is nailed to the cross and put up on 
the upright.  A most ironic sign is placed above Him reading; "King of the Jews" written currente calamo, it was
supposedly a mocking accusation but ironically, He was and is King of all.  There were two criminals under 
Roman law also being crucified with Jesus.  We don't know why these two guys were crucified at the same 
time.  The Romans crucified a lot of Jews during their occupation of Israel and I bet they never considered the 
mechanism of second or third-order kinetics linked to their punitive governing techniques; Like the rapid person
to person dissemination of Christianity across the Roman empire, likely boosted by Luke’s chronicling of his 
and Paul’s missionary journeys.  Anyway, one of the two asks Jesus to remember him when He comes into His 
Kingdom.  So, he demonstrates faith in God.  And Jesus says; "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in
paradise." Luke 23:43  So, this guy is granted eternal life with God in Heaven at the very end of his earthly life 
because he had faith or trust in God.  We don't need to practice faith in the physical world.  Physical reality will 
kick us in the face whenever we let our guard down.  Faith in the physical world is force-fed to us, constantly.  
Faith or trust in God is far rarer and more precious.  We have to work at that with great dedication.  We drift 
back to faith in the physical world without realizing it, on autopilot.  We have to forcibly drag ourselves back to
faith or trust in God, often kicking and screaming over the objections of our 'rational' self.  This is according to 
the plan of God which has to be sufficient reason because truly I don't know why He created us to be so 
unfocused in this extremely distracting physical world, I only know he did.  
  
Death and Resurrection
Jesus dies on the cross in about six hours.  There are major accompanying signs, including an earthquake that 
was experienced and documented locally and as far away as old Nicaea on Lake Iznik in northern Turkey (about
670 miles as the crow flies).  His body is placed in a donated tomb.  Jewish leaders convince Pilate to place 
guards on the tomb so no one can come and steal the body and later claim the Resurrection that Jesus had 
predicted.  On the morning of the third day, Jesus is resurrected.  According to the plan of God, there are only a 
few people there to witness this.  God could have easily arranged to have ten or twenty thousand followers of 
Jesus there to see and proclaim this, but that would reduce the leap of faith required to believe.  Wouldn’t it?  
The amount of faith required to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior is, I assume, exactly the amount that The 
Father had preordained.  I suspect that the amount of faith is a constant (λcdm) in space-time, then, now or in 
the future.  You will recognize that this is my favorite biblical guess again and it is just that, only a guess, not a 
fact.  Anyway, just after His Resurrection, the disciples do not believe it.  Imagine that.  After all they had seen 
and experienced, they slip right back onto autopilot.  I assume their experience in the physical world caused 

74



them to be expecting Him to be dead, not resurrected.  Recall that Scripture said a little bit ago that when He 
told His disciples that He was to be killed and resurrected, they did not understand. Luke 18:31-34 Mark 10:32-
34  Perhaps because it was some of the women who first discover the vacant grave and told them about it, 
perhaps that is why His disciples did not instantly believe.  Repeating, women in ancient times were not 
considered to be competent of even being a legitimate witness in court.  The disciples were told to expect the 
Resurrection on the third day and when it happens, they are too depressed to remember what He told them.  Do 
you think you would do any better?  I bet not.  I bet we would be just as dumb as they were, death being such a 
colossal apparent finality to us.  There are eleven different appearances of the resurrected Jesus in the forty days
between His Resurrection and Ascension.  His disciples do see Him and believe.  Jesus spends time with them, 
eats with them and gives them a final Great Commission; Preach the Word of God to all, to the ends of the 
Earth.  Then he's extracted (His Ascension) back to Heaven, the third time He is being lifted up.  

The shorting of this story was difficult to perform.  There is a significant amount of cool stuff omitted to keep 
this brief.  It is hoped that this has been enough to nudge your curiosity and that you may seek further.  There is 
a lot more cool stuff you can still discover in the Gospels and the balance of the New Testament.  

Not the end of His story here on earth
   
Faith, Humans and End Time Events 
There are a few more items I would like to touch upon in the New Testament.  This is partially to summarize 
but also to give you a feel for some biblical events coming up soon enough, perhaps within your lifetime and 
that make for urgency of the message.  In this last section of Jesus Who, I will restate a couple of points for the 
sake of context.  Please bear with me when they are presented.  More cool stuff is coming up.  

The Pharisees Three Arrogant 'Blunders' 
Here is a summary of this topic referred to several times.  The three arrogant 'blunders' is merely my term of 
convenience.  Please make up a softer term if you feel more sympathetic.  The Pharisees contrived and corruptly
perpetrated three arrogant 'blunders' which quickly evolved into huge scams so they would be more powerful, 
"to be seen of men", all of it against the Nation of Israel and they completely got away with it at the time.  
These 'blunders' have cost the Nation of Israel dearly and the devastating results are still being played out to this
very day.  The first arrogant 'blunder' was the establishment of the oral-only Tradition of the Elders laws.  This 
contrivance was originally supposed to prevent another captivity of the Jewish nation as they had suffered under
the Babylonians, however, it quickly became about empowering the Pharisees themselves in grand style.  
Because the Pharisees set up the oral law, they were the default experts in these secret laws.  This allowed them 
to enact a grand asymmetrical enforcement strategy overwhelmingly favoring themselves.  They also fabricated 
secret escape mechanisms, although many Jews really knew they were cheating to get around some of their laws
as well as sneaking around inconvenient Mosaic laws and of course, that was a catastrophic 'blunder'.  They 
knew that they were not even fooling about half of the rank-and-file Jews with that stuff.  Resentments about 
this were right out in the open in Jewish society of the day.  You can read the complaints about this in the 
incidental texts from the Jewish settlements at Elephantine and Qumran.  Can you imagine them thinking they 
were actually fooling God with that stuff?  So, if they knew that they were not fooling God, then they had to be 
targeting the ordinary Jews to support their earthly power.  What else?  This was their first arrogant 'blunder' 
and a few hundred years after the fact, they made up a colossal and ridiculous lie about the origin of these laws 
as being Divine.  This long-delayed afterthought was so ludicrous, so obvious, that the locals felt it must have 
been heavily influenced by manure.  I guess that fooling half the people half the time was enough to get the bills
paid.  The Pharisees adamantly insisted this was truthful and they continued to swear to it for hundreds of years 
because it was inextricably tied to their power and incomes.  The Tradition Laws soon deteriorated into outright
fraudulence and as such the entire package was a colossal arrogant blunder.  None of the Pharisees who 
fabricated this were prophets, none of them and only prophets speak for God, not men.  2 Peter 1:21  The entire 
Bible was written by actual Prophets under Divine inspiration. Proverbs 30:5-6, 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 
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1:20-21  The Pharisees were faking piety while really empowering themselves, that is a huge difference.  The 
Tradition of the Elders empowered the Pharisees but never assured righteousness as Jesus pointed out at His 
Sermon on the Mount and thus historically it was the first of their three arrogant 'blunders' or deceptive scams.  

The second arrogant 'blunder' was the establishment of the 'messianic miracles'.  These were simply the three 
most difficult miracles they could think of at the time and then they 'declared' with all the official hubris they 
could muster that only The Messiah would be able to perform these miracles, not true  of course but a safe bet at
the time.  As with the Tradition of the Elders, there were still no prophets among them, nor did they get their 
information out of the Bible.  Consequently, this was also false.  Jesus was the only person to ever perform all 
three miracles, one was performed by Elijah.  However, an actual prophet or even a false prophet could perform
them in the future.  I suspect that the false prophets of Matthew 24:23-24 will appear and perform these 
'messianic miracles' in the End Times as proof of Messiahship.  But, if you're here at that time, don't you fall for
any such Parasitic rubbish.  The concept is flatly false like much of the Pharisees' self-aggrandizing and 
fraudulent reasoning was.  The 'messianic miracles' are not limited to The Messiah, not found in Devine 
Scripture and consequently it is just another Pharisaic 'blunder' that they insisted was true for the sake of their 
earthly power and authority.  This is the second arrogant 'blunder' of the Pharisees.  

The third arrogant 'blunder' was their rejection of Jesus as The Messiah and they lead the entire Jewish nation in
that.  It was corruptly perpetrated so they could maintain political power, although they must have come to 
realize that Jesus was, in fact, the biblical Jewish Messiah, yet they forged ahead with His rejection and 
crucifixion.  So, this arrogant 'blunder' destroyed the Nation of Israel for 1878 years.  It is well that the concept 
of Pharisaic Judaism has passed into the dustbin of history, still, their self-righteous 'blunders' continue to have 
gravitational-type ripples across time, easily seen today in the Divine blindness of the Nation of Israel to the 
truth of Jesus Christ as Messiah and the severely consequential Tribulation seemingly just on the historical 
horizon.  My same dumb guess there on the timing of the Tribulation being historically near-at-hand.  

A reiteration here; all of us believers will not be experiencing the Tribulation or the Second Coming.  Not as 
physically Earth-bound creatures anyway.  All believers will be Raptured prior to the Tribulation.  So, of 
course, we are not going to experience the Tribulation as 'people' living on Earth.  We may see it as spirits 
traveling with Jesus but not as physically Earth-bound human victims.  Later, in the Millennial Kingdom, there 
will be those with glorified bodies from the Rapture and those believing Gentiles and Jews which includes, of 
course, whatever Messianic Jews have managed to live through the Tribulation.  It seems likely that this 
remnant of believers will get glorified bodies and also, we do know from Scripture that those Raptured or those 
resurrected at the Rapture get glorified bodies in the Millennial Kingdom.  This includes all believers who have 
ever accepted Jesus up to now and on into the future.  This surely is a Divinely generous arrangement for us.  
  
Religion God and Man;  
Religion is generally man's attempt to reach for God, however, please remember that there is only one way to 
reach God; faith.  "But without faith, it is impossible to please Him."  Hebrews 11:6  That's what He wants from
us; That we believe in Him and trust in Him.  Obstacles to faith are commonly egotism or ignorance.  Beginners
don't want to submit to something they have never seen and have no experience of.  Pride can also be a 
powerful force preventing a person from coming to faith.  Their feeling is something like; 'I've always been fine
by myself.  What do I need God for?'  This is an excuse and God does not make exceptions in this.  How about 
the excuse; 'I'm gay' as if that simple fact precluded a person from being saved.  It does not.  That is not a big 
deal compared to rejecting God.  Rejection of God is by far the more serious sin.  Jesus told us many times how 
to be saved; accept Jesus as Lord and Savior and you are saved and, point of order here; there are no exceptions 
to this.  Some people feel if they are a good person and don't do immoral things, that God will accept them.  
Right?  No, sorry that is not correct because that ignores God's instructions.  To be saved we must accept Jesus, 
we must accept that; Jesus came to Earth, died for our sins and rose from the dead.  That is a distillation of what
He did, as we saw in the Gospels and that is all you need to accept.  There it is.  So simple, and there is no way 
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around it.  We must trust that what God said is true.  How can you know what God really said?  
     
To find out what God really said read the Bible, a Bible based on the original 1611 King James, known as the 
'Authorized Version'.  There is broad liturgical credibility as to what that is and where the standard Bible's 
documents are translated from.  Many standard Bible versions have had the language updated and are available 
in any bookstore's Bible section.  All modern Christian Bibles are based upon that 1611 King James Version, or 
the Authorized Version.  Check out the language in several Bibles by reading the same paragraph.  See which 
one's language you best warm up to.  Repeating my preferences, I like; The Message (which is really 
paraphrasing, not translation) by Eugene Peterson, The New Living Translation (NLT) and The English 
Standard Version (ESV).  All three are easy to understand.  Also, if we are going to be Christian it is understood
that we accept and study the entire Bible, not just favorite bits and pieces, as is commonly seen in false 
religions.  Also use your own simple intuition; God’s voice will tend to; calm you, lead you, reassure you, 
encourage you, comfort you and point out sinful things in your life you have been ignoring.  When you comply 
with some instructions God has given you and you really don’t want to, that is when spiritual growth will occur.
Also, you can tell what God has actually said, if you require more assurance, by praying and asking Him.  You 
may be certain that if you pray to God, consistently asking about whether the Bible is His word or not, He will 
send you an answer and you will get it clearly, it will not be ambiguous.  Yes, the one and only God who 
created the universe will take the time to answer your sincere questions about His word or any major Christian 
concerns we may have.  How is it possible that the one and only, all-powerful God will bother to answer you 
personally?  Because God is the same loving God who knows everything about everything and lucky for us, 
faith in humans is one of His favorite topics.  How about that for an improbably good and loving God?  He is 
not too interested in earthly things like next week's winning lottery numbers, so don't expect any Divine scoop 
on topics like that.  Also, Jesus tells us in straight forward language; "And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one 
who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened." Matthew 7:7-8 Luke 11:9-10  If we accept the 
Word of God, Jesus gives us some solid guarantees which have always held up and proven boldly and 
demonstrably true for me.  You will get your answer, just not immediately.  Stay with it. 
   
Next, let's look at the concept of 'faith in God' or 'trust in God'.  Faith in God is the major theme of the life of 
Jesus.  He spoke more on this theme than any other.  Let's look in the Bible for a few examples of faith or trust 
in God so we are all thinking the same thing.  There are many examples of faith in God or lack of faith in God 
in the Bible.  Let's start with Adam and Eve, God had told them that if they ate of the tree of knowledge they 
would surely die.  Well, when they ate the fruit, they were ejected from the Garden of Eden and, although they 
did live for a long time outside of the Garden of Eden, they died as a result of their unbelief or lack of faith in 
God.  It is good to have faith that what God says is true and we should behave as accordingly as we can possibly
manage.  How about Noah?  He had faith in God because when God told him to build the ark, (big boat) he did 
it and it took him 120 years.  That is a long time to put up with your neighbors' scoffing and criticisms.  Noah 
didn't even live anywhere near the water.  Imagine the neighborhood children chanting, calling him crazy.  That 
is faith, listening to God.  How about Abraham?  God told him to leave his land of Ur when he had never 
traveled anywhere before and he just packed up and left and he became extremely blessed by God for his faith.  
    
These are OT examples and there are a lot more.  We can see that faith or lack thereof was displayed.  Faith in 
Him is what He wants from us and because of His Son Jesus' visit to Earth almost two thousand years ago, it is 
now a lot easier to accept God's word.  Keep in mind that we all fall short of the standards that Jesus 
demonstrated when He was here on Earth in human form.  We are all sinners.  Once we can see that, we can see
Jesus for who He is.  "He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world." Ephesians 1:4-5  An old 
adage creates a metaphor out of Ephesians 1:4-5; When we accept Jesus, we walk through a kind of door of 
belief and it is only after we pass through it that anyone would be able to see a surprise message over the inside 
of that door.  I am fabricating this merely as an illustration.  So, the sign would read;  
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All those who come through were selected
before the foundation of the World.

There could be some Heavenly scoop we don’t know about.  The foundation of the World likely equates to the 
Late Heavy Bombardment 3.8 to 4.1 billion years ago and God was thinking about you personally way back 
then. Ephesians 1:4  As a believer, you will start to see things you cannot see now; like how you have always 
been included in those to be saved into eternal life, but you could not see it because you must walk through the 
door of belief first.  Also, you must walk through voluntarily and then you will be blessed.  As dreadful and 
petty as we all are compared to Jesus, God has and will always love us.  How about that for an improbably good
and loving God?  By the way, God's offer of eternal life, if you do not accept it, is off the table, voided at your 
death or the Second Coming, whichever comes first.  So, delay enough and you too will surely miss it.  

Having Faith, Getting Help, in that order 
We must have faith in God to get help from God.  Having faith in God is like anything new we want to learn, it 
requires practice, practice, practice.  It is similar to playing a musical instrument in that you never arrive at 
perfection you just get better as you go.  However, as your faith in God improves, your rewards become huge.  
Not so with the discipline of piano where a large amount of rehearsal leads to a little bit of improvement which 
leads to a smaller amount of reward.  People do it, not for the small reward but because it is a labor of love.  The
labor of love part is similar to the practice of faith in God.  Except with God, your rewards get bigger, not 
smaller as you go.  I do like that part.  Faith in God is a little bit tricky in the beginning and I propose to give 
you some pointers from my experience to help you over any beginning rough spots, not to guarantee you 
spectacular success, although fabulous success is quite possible for anyone willing to work at it.  If you are the 
type of person who is used to working at things diligently, I can almost guarantee you huge success.  I have 
never seen God fail to help anyone who comes to Him earnestly and understands a few "rules of the road" 
basics.  Obtaining faith in God is something like obtaining the gift of Grace.  Both are birthrights for all persons
upon the Earth in the Church Age.  Except Grace is yours for the asking, a critical asset package.  Ask and you 
receive the whole package; forgiveness of sins and admittance into the Kingdom of Heaven.  However, faith in 
God requires us to work at it and as it turns out a bit of practice is a good thing.  Faith in God is for everyone 
who will ask for and accept it.  God wants everyone to be successful in this matter of faith in Him, so your 
chances are a whole lot better than of you becoming a concert pianist.  Natural ability is a gigantic factor in 
becoming a concert pianist.  Not so with faith in God.  Your desire and a little practice are all that are required.  
Just focus on God as Peter did when he walked on the water.  Don't be distracted by what is going on around 
you, as Peter became distracted by the high waves.  That was a lesson in distraction for us all.  Remember that 
all earthly stuff is ridiculously trivial to God.  When Jesus fed the 4000 with a few loaves of bread and a couple 
of fish, His disciples had already forgotten about the 5000 that He had fed with similar meager rations just a few
weeks before.  Do we forget what God has done for us at every new obstacle we face?  He can easily fix or 
change anything.  It is faith in God that offers the biggest rewards by far and God may reward some people 
greatly who have labored less due to their personal motives. Matthew 20:1-16  Also be prudent in what you ask 
for.  Don't ask for something inappropriate, like a thousand kilos of gold bars or He might just drop them on 
your head, and then you're dead, not rich.  We have seen the Spirit of God strike people dead who were being 
inappropriate about money. Acts 5:1-11  It's about your attitude.  He is not opposed to some earthly prosperities 
just don't make that your life's objective.  He is dead set against that sort of worship of earthly physical stuff, 
which is called idolatry, a verb and the adjective form would be idolatrous.  We may as well know the correct 
grammatical form of our ignorant sins.  I label them ignorant because most people don't even realize when they 
are practicing idolatry which blocks your relationship to God and His willingness to communicate with you.  
This is a darn shame.  Again, attitude is a big deal.  Here is a "rule of the road", it all starts with your attitude.  
God, a spiritual being, may clarify for you a point of the spiritual versus the physical by means of an earthly 
setback.  So, if you experience one, do not think God has abandoned you or is not paying attention to your 
situation.  Learn the spiritual lesson at hand, usually by trusting Him, and you will benefit vastly.  Stop right 
now and reread Psalms 32:8-9 and be not like that horse or mule, without understanding. Stay close to Him and 
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learn to wait upon Him. It really is just that simple. We should all be getting that concept down by now.  Yes?  
“You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13  Here is another "rule 
of the road" you may have been missing which will make your life so much better.  Here is an explanation, an 
analogous example of a situation that very many people have been doing badly at in life for a mysterious (or 
veiled) reason.  Once you know what the mistake is, you can easily correct it.  So, imagine that your first and 
only driver's manual, before you ever saw it, a joker at the publisher had gone through it with their word 
processor and performed a 'find and replace' function.  So, by the time you saw the manual, every place it used 
to say 'steering wheel' it now said 'rearview mirror'.  This is a kind of malicious human type of joke.  
Thankfully, God never plays jokes on us because He could pull some really good or bad ones if He wanted to.  
Jokes are a dumb human thing to do, so I used that for the analogy.  Anyway, imagine that your driver's manual 
had been altered and you can see how that could make the task of learning to drive really frustrating.  You start 
the car, put your foot on the break-pedal and place it in Reverse as you want to back out of the driveway, place 
both hands on the rear-view mirror and release the break-pedal.  The car rolls slowly out into the street.  But as 
you turn the mirror, the car does not turn.  What the heck?  You roll back and the rear tires bump the curb on the
other side of the street.  So, you place the car in Drive and turn the mirror to go down the road, but the car 
simply rolls forward and maybe bumps a tire close to your driveway.  Now you can't even get back into your 
own driveway.  No matter how much to turn the mirror, your car is not responding properly.  Many of us have 
been living our lives like this, with some critical information missing or substituted.  It is possible that you may 
be missing some critical information, like renewing your faith in God daily in prayer and asking for more.  You 
can't stockpile faith in God like you can freeze-dried mountaineering food.  Faith in God is a gift that will grow 
only if you use it and ask God for more, which is what the Bible and this text are suggesting that you do.  
      
I mentioned this earlier; God is not too interested in earthly things.  He saw the earthly death of His only son as 
"merely a human concern". Matthew 16:23 Mark 8:33  Not important.  We might think of our own death as 
pretty important to us.  Likewise, we all tend to think of a lot of earthly stuff as important i.e., cash flow, job, 
family matters, the success of the children, professional respect and on and on.  Because earthly stuff is not 
important to God, He may not give you a bunch more of it until you become the kind of person He wants you to
be, or at least get a good start on it.  That is from my experience, it is not biblical.  By the way, always 
remember to keep distinct in your mind, clear in your consciousness the differences between; your personal 
experience, your biblical guesses, and the actual biblical facts.  Those are three completely separate lists of 
items that beginners often get muddled.  OK, asking God for help will never be like an arcade game in which 
you can memorize the rules thoroughly and then become fabulously rich and famous.  Some earthly riches are 
possible, but that had darn well better not be your objective going into this, because that assures failure.  So how
can you succeed in getting help from God?  A delightful surprise right here, it is not that difficult.  Read on.  

First, you must develop faith in God before you can get help from God.  Luckily one's faith does not have to be 
perfect to get help from God.  You can ask for and receive more faith as the flawed person that you are.  He will
hear you.  Getting help by having faith in God is analogous to scientific study, in that; it is better to start with 
what has proven to be true, rather than to guess at what you hope might be true from wishful thinking.  Don't 
tense your muscles like you are diving off the high-board.  It is more agreeable, like stepping into a jacuzzi.  
Stand by, this is going to be enjoyable.  I suggest you relearn and run one little part of your life completely 
contrary to your human hardwiring.  With practice, it gets easier and the rewards are fantastic.  
    
But first a little background info.  I know, I know, I know, I am killing you with all this information.  Just tell 
me how to get God to make me rich.  Right?  Slow down and read this carefully; Love is the actual fabric of 
God and Heaven, really, the very fabric.  How can something as ethereal as love possibly direct huge power in 
the brutal physical universe?  Pay attention; In the same way that gravity and dark matter direct huge power and
in the exact same space-time.  It is God's will.  Stay with me here, the more you practice love or spiritual soft 
power (as opposed to force or hard power) the closer you get to your true nature and to God.  But we have a 
dominate human brain saying; Nooooo, I need a little more money and a little more land, a little more and a 
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little more 'until we reach the sea', I guess.  Then I will devote myself to the spiritual.  I am sure that you would,
but not while you allow that dreadful human brain to control you.  Your spirit is unimaginably bigger and more 
magnificent than your earthly self (brain).  Developing faith in God will bring you closer to your spirit and 
makes you more of what God wants you to be, your spiritual self, not your human self.  So, practice the soft 
power of love and compassion towards your fellow trifling humans, even though some of them don't deserve it. 
None of us deserve God's love, still, he freely gives it to all, like the sunshine.  Allow me to suggest a pre-prayer
and a pre-Scripture reading thought process.  Before you start reciting prayers from memory, think about how 
big and powerful God is, how He does not have to listen to you or any puny human but He does.  How 
incredibly fortunate that in our petty human condition the one and only all-powerful God will hear our prayers.  
This is because when Jesus died for our sins, He Justified us, made us acceptable in the eyes of The Father.  So, 
before every prayer session, start by framing the differences between God and your little puny, weak and greedy
self.  Start your prayers by asking God to show you His will for you.  Ask that He grant you His Holy Spirit so 
you will know His will for you.  Be persistent and bold, not doubting and don't whine your requests to God.  I 
am guessing He doesn't like that anymore than your parents did. James 1:6-16  Persistence and boldness in 
prayer helps overcome our secret artificiality, which we chronically hide from ourselves, Carl Jung; The Human
Shadow.  Have you noticed that it easier to ask God that His will be done for that uncle who is terminally ill or 
for that friend in need?  It is quite another matter to ask for His will to be done to you because suppose His will 
for you is not what you wanted or had envisioned?  Oops, now what?  You are asking for something and you do
not know what God will give you.  Know this; with God it is never quantum ominous.  It is more like that "box 
of chocolates", Forest Gump, and whatever you get it will always be one of the chocolates that you like.  Trust 
that His will for you is not that you march into some diseased and war-ravaged nation to convert all the AK-47 
toting locals who hate arrogant Americans.  He will never ask you to do something impossible.  He may ask you
to do something that is a stretch for you but you will be able to see that you can do it.  Maybe He will ask you to
give up some lifelong sinful habit that you keep hidden, something like that.  Repeating, it is when you do 
something He asks you to do, that you really don’t want to do, that is when spiritual growth will occur.  You 
will be able to do what He asks with His help although it was not your first choice of an activity for vacation 
next summer.  When you ask to know His will, you are asking to know something of utmost importance to Him 
and you.  Do not recite words from memory.  Reciting words from memory was referred to as vain repetitions 
or babbling by Jesus and that is a dead-end for God. Matthew 6:7  Every single time you pray, you are speaking 
one-on-one to The Supreme Being.  So, ask God for His Holy Spirit so you will recognize His will for you.  
Life is way better when you are doing God's will.  This is an all-important first step in having faith in and 
getting help from God.  It is not the only way.  In my experience, this first step with the appropriate attitude is a 
necessary but not a sufficient condition for getting help from God.  I like simple prayer words for this such as 
Paul's request; "make plain the will of God".  When God speaks to me it has consistently been clear and most 
astonishing to me, loving.  Don't ask or expect God to perform in the role of a cosmic magician, doing tricks for
you like making you rich.  Stay humble and be not in a hurry.  He is not a quick fix, He is a better fix than you 
have envisioned.  "Wait for the LORD; be strong, let your heart take courage and wait for the LORD." Psalms 
27:14  That is the first half or one of the "rules of the road" for developing faith in and getting help from God.  
                        
Another "rule of the road" is; expect God to answer your prayers.  Keep the expectation of His answer front and
center in your consciousness.  This makes it more and more likely that He will give you an answer.  Sometimes 
your prayer request can be unintentionally inappropriate, common with beginners, and thankfully He never 
rains punishment down on people for ignorance.  So, just live in expectation that He will answer your prayer, 
often with something you were not expecting, another common occurrence to redirect our attention.  After He 
has answered one or two of your prayers it becomes easier and easier to expect Him to answer the next one and 
then the next one.  If your requests are too dumb or too earthly, He will probably just ignore them so you should
be aware of what is just too stupid for Him to respond to, or beyond His stupid quotient.  Here is an example of 
a common type of mistake; Rather than say "Lord, I need you to help me make the mortgage or I am going to be
late again."  Instead, if this is the case, say; "Lord, I've put myself in an earthly bind and would be grateful for 
some advice.  I know I am not supposed to care too much about earthly stuff, but it would seem I need some of 
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your Holy Spirit's wisdom as I seem to be not too good at living within my budget.  Any help or advice you 
would send me will be much appreciated.  Sorry to bother you with dumb earthly stuff, but this is happening to 
me a lot."  Then live in expectation that He will send you someone who will give you maybe a book or 
something which will give you the information you have been missing and whatever He sends you, it will work,
even though you can’t see how.  Do not ask or expect that He will pad-up your checking account because that is
not the way He works.  Be humble, take responsibility, don't yack on and on.  He already knows all about 
everything going on in your little life and what He wants to see from you is belief, faith in Him and His faith bar
is higher than yours.  Earthly things should always be the least of your prayers because it is the least of God's 
priorities for you.  Repeating this, God does not exist to fulfill your expectations, you exist to fulfill His and if 
you teach yourself to do that, you will become fabulously successful, way-far beyond what you can imagine.  
So, put that into your belief system's pipe and smoke it, if you will.  That is surely counterintuitive.  Stick with 
God and your mortgage will become a trivial issue.  Be like the Jews who cried out for God to help them in 
Exodus, they were asking not demanding or trying to trick Him into helping them, another common mistake 
with beginners.  Ask God to know His will for you and for more faith in Him daily in your prayers.  Your life 
will improve.  Also, there is usually some delay before He kicks in, how much depends on you.  Don't worry 
about or focus on the delay.  He acts on behalf of those who wait upon Him.  It seems to me that He wants us to 
be patient, humble and to trust Him.  Wait upon God for His timing and He will become personally, beneficially
involved in your life.  He saves His best gifts for those who are willing to wait upon Him.  Likely His very best 
rewards go to those who are willing to wait until they pass into the spiritual realm, but that is not you.  Is it?  
Any waiting upon God is never time wasted like Waiting for Godoe was.  His timing is different from yours. 
Isaiah 64:4  Just expect Him to answer.  He will and he knows about everything better than we do.  
   
God Knows All and He Will Help You 
Does that subject heading sound too good to be true?  The mind of God is too immense to be understood by 
little humans, but God knows all.  That is a vexing subject and it is endlessly fascinating to think about.  God 
knows everything about everything and is running all matters everywhere in real-time, not just on Earth but 
everywhere, an unimaginably massive amount to keep track of.  I can barely manage what I have planned for 
my day by using notes and still I miss some things if I get busy and omit them from my many lists.  God is 
keeping track of everything everywhere, not just now but also in the past and the future.  God is omnipresent, 
all-powerful, all-knowing; the list has twenty-three attributes that boggle the mind.  For most people who don't 
know God, they likely feel they have little or no spiritual matters pending with Him.  Those of us who do know 
about God, still have our earthly lives occurring right now and so forced upon us.  Consequently, most of our 
lives seem to be without immediate spiritual implications, like your to-do list for today.  However, there are 
spiritual implications to everything and it is delightfully up to us to discover that and then function more in the 
spiritual realm.  I don't think that God cares if I wear a tee shirt or a button-down shirt when I go out today, 
although He knows which I am going to select before I do. (Perplexingly, my wife has strong feelings about 
such trivia.)  God is running everything and thus it follows that He must be running trillions upon trillions of 
times more mundane earthly affairs than spiritual affairs, although He is not too interested in non-spiritual 
affairs.  How is this possible?  Logically, it could only be possible if God had the intellectual ability to run all 
this and more.  Well, He is doing just that and whereas that seems like it would be an immense bother, it is not 
for Him because He has unimaginable intellectual capacity, part of being The Supreme Being.  He can and does
keep up with all things going on everywhere even though He is mostly interested in the spiritual.  So, logically 
that means that all things going on everywhere does not tax the intellect of God.  Wow.  Now, I don’t know 
about you, but for me, an intellect like that, capable of that kind of vastness and order is squarely in the realm of
the unfathomable and such is the mind of God.  He is present and running everything in the whole of the 
universe, not just our tiny 100 billion planet Mikey way Galaxy.  There could be a lot of much more highly 
developed species out there that we are not even aware of.  But God would know all about them if they exist.  
Wouldn't He?  He would know about all the things going on in every one of their lives because they would be 
people that He had to create in the first place and it is not a clock maker's universe.  God did not just wind-it-up 
and sit back to watch it run.  He is running everything in real-time, even though very many people mistakenly 
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assume from experience and 'dead reconning' that they are running small matters themself.  Do not make that 
universal earthly assumption just because you are engrossed in your to-do list for today.  God is never too busy 
to be aware of and care about your common earthly needs.  Because Jesus lived as a man, He understands our 
experiences and struggles. Hebrews 4:15-16,  Luke 12:22-34  He may care more about your spiritual needs but 
He is fully aware of all your needs.  Also, the only reason that God cares anything about petty human earthly 
needs is because of Jesus' death and Resurrection.  That justified all people in the sight of The Father, in our age
of Grace.  Point of order; Justification is not a pardon, it the bestowing a righteous state upon us.  It is not like 
being forgiven but rather we are made pure as one who had never sinned.  How about that for a loving God?  
Jesus can and will make your path straight or "plow the road" in front of you if you trust Him.  Jesus said to 
have faith and all your earthly needs will be given to you. Matthew 6:33  You can lose track of that, especially 
if and when serious earthly affairs are afoot for you.  I have to continually force myself to keep that in mind, 
that everything is in His hands.  This requires endless daily reminders and still after many years, I don't have it 
completely down yet, although I have improved a lot.  God created us with a special place in our hearts that 
only He can fill (the God-shaped hole) although most people foolishly try to fill that space with superficial 
earthly things, the most common and eternally unsatisfying human folly. Matthew 19:24  All earthly financial 
affairs that people devote their lives to are categorically void, meaningless in the Kingdom of God.  Full stop.  
 
So rather than praying for God to help you financially, it would be more constructive to trust Him.  Ask Him to 
show you His will for you.  If His will is that you should lose your house, you are sure-enough going to lose it.  
But I would suggest that it is easier to ride 'the motorcycle of life' in the direction it is already going.  Whatever 
God wants to have happen or not happen in your life it is a safe bet that is what will occur.  So, whereas He 
doesn't necessarily want you to lose your house, He most definitely wants you to trust Him, have faith in Him 
and in His will.  It is counterintuitive, I know, but "Faith sees best in the dark". Kierkegaard  We like to think 
we are handling our own affairs, especially the mundane little stuff.  Right?  But God has always been in charge
of everything.  So, stop and reevaluate what you are thinking.  Often, we are missing the point.  God wants to 
handle things on a spiritual, not a physical level and He knows how to do this, even though we don't. Job 22:21  
Also, if you are repeatedly failing at something, anything at all, reexamine your thinking.  Usually, He wants us 
to give up the illusion that we are making things happen in a certain way.  God is always in charge of 
everything and it seems to me that there are times when He wants us believers to recognize this, accept it, and 
thus you may experience endless failures on some particular thing, probably to redirect your attention.  This is 
one of the tough lessons of Christianity; often people need to experience brokenness (on only one item if you 
are lucky) so that we can 'die to self and trust God'. John 12:24 & 15:1-17  Do continue to try and make things 
happen the way you would like them to, but stay aware of and accept that God is running everything, then, 
finally, things will start going your way.  This happens all the time for me and although I would think that I 
should have learned by now, I still make the classic human slipup of thinking I am running some stuff in the 
physical world.  This is just part of our human nature.  After all, if a huge sinkhole opens up in front of you, say 
six hundred feet across and every bit as deep very quickly, you are most likely not going to think; "Heavenly 
Father, please save me from this terrible disaster…"  What you are more likely to do is jump back several quick 
steps and squeak out something unhelpful like "Whoa.  Whoa."  Sort of like the way one tends to speak to a 
toilet bowl which when flushed, the water quickly fills up the whole bowl and it sure looks like it is going to 
overflow in a second or two.  Sometimes we may say something unhelpful to the bowel like; "Whoa" or "No".  
It is human nature to try to fix things ourselves, especially guys.  Anyway, back at the sinkhole, if it opens up 
fast enough you will fall in and probably in six seconds of falling you will likely think of God, although you 
didn't at first.  The point is, when confronted with any physical urgency, usually we just react, jump back, yell 
Whoa, whatever.  This is a normal animal type reaction; we do it unthinkingly and that behavior generalizes to 
every area of our lives.  So, you could find yourself praying for God to help you with some physical earthly 
problem, because we automatically think we know what is needed to fix it.  You may not recognize what the 
actual problem is if it is subtler then a huge sinkhole.  Maybe we think we know, but often we are mistaken.  
God already knows all about your earthly problems and He already has many solutions.  If He will resolve your 
current problem, His solutions have His timing which you have likely not even considered.  That sure sounds 
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like the God I know.  This is because God does have a plan for your life, everyone's really, and we have free 
will.  So, depending upon your reactions, that is going to determine what, if anything, God will do.  I suggest 
you ask God, then insert yourself into His Plan for your life through acceptance of Jesus.  Abandon your own 
previous plans.  Back at the sinkhole, you may just fall to your death.  He usually does not fix things as you first
imagined they should be fixed and then you asked Him for what you thought you needed.  What He wants to 
see from us is spiritual progress.  So, help Him and yourself out by asking to know His will for you in every 
situation.  He will show you or tell you what to do.  In my experience, it will not be ambiguous.  Then readjust 
your life to make sure that is what happens.  So, this is a learning process.  I call it the 'trust God process'.  Start 
by remembering to ask Him to know His will for you in any situation subtler than, say, a fast-moving sinkhole.  
In the beginning of this learning process, it is scary terra-incognita for us because it is a truly foreign process to 
ask God to know His will for us when we automatically think we know what we need.  You may think you will 
misinterpret something.  Don't worry, He knows all about your thoughts and He will give you reassurances and 
start you out with some easier things until you 'get it'.  After a while, He wants to see bigger progress from you 
and so the things He is asking you to do get a little bigger.  But, by then it is easier to trust Him because you 
will have seen several things in your life resolved in a much better manner than you were initially thinking they 
could be.  If He asks you to do anything, you will be able to see that you can do it and especially if you don't 
want to; force yourself to. That is how we all grow spiritually.  Trust is maybe a billion times more important of
a topic to God than it is to humans, the billion is just guessed of course.  It is similar to contesting a reflex.  
Stick a finger down your throat and try not to retch.  That is like to our human aversion to trusting; automatic, 
physiologic, overwhelmingly powerful.  We learned not to trust as children and I am suggesting you relearn 
how to trust now but start with God.  You know, God who made you and wants you to be with Him in Heaven.  
The God who knew you "before the foundation of the World" or the Late Heavy Bombardment of 3.8 to 4.1 
billion years ago.  You can trust Him.  Really.  Human thought is often way-far off the mark compared to what 
God is thinking.  "If you seek Him, He will be found by you." 1 Chronicles 28:9  Teach yourself to turn to God 
in all matters and He will allow you find Him.  You will start to see the differences between God's point of view
and our pathetically simplistic human point of view.  God knows what you need even when you don't.  This 
seems a modest distinction but it is often astonishingly big.  So, will you continue to live for those earthly 
values; money, power, physical security or will you live for God's Kingdom?  "But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you."  Mathew 6:33  Do not sit on 'the 
motorcycle of life' facing backward and curse that bike for not taking you where you imagine you want to go.  
Ride 'the motorcycle of life' in the direction it is already going.  Submit to God's will, because that is where you 
are going anyway. Isn't it?  If He wants you to fall to your death in the sinkhole, He has every right to call you 
home like that despite the fact that you may have envisioned a Superman type flight back up to the rim.  
  
As an aside here; Often, we think that our life would have worked out so much differently if we; had married a 
different person, had gotten that scholarship, had not moved into the new house, etc.  However, while that is 
true to a small extent, to a massively greater extent our life is what it is because of when we started following 
God, or perhaps because we have never started following God.  That is far and away, the largest and most 
decisive factor in everyone’s life because God has a plan for our life, we are not afterthoughts.  When we start 
following Him, cooperating, this causes His plan to be worked out more efficiently.  It is never too late to 
accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  Do that before you die or you will become separated from God for all 
eternity.  Consider that the sooner we accept Jesus, the sooner we start down the path God has planned for us 
and the better off we will be.  This is way, way more determinant than what grad-school you got into.   
   
So, we must follow His will, not ours.  Just trust that He has good things in store for you even if you can't see it 
from the edge of a huge rapidly opening sinkhole.  He can see your whole life from beginning to end so He is in
an infinitely better position to know what is right for you.  Plus, He is smarter than you are and a loving God, 
not angry or vengeful.  That seems too good to believe, but you had better believe it because it is true.  Have 
faith and remember that heavenly egalitarianism far exceeds earthly.  He really is a most improbably good and 
loving God. If you were making this up for your own benefit, you would likely not dream up anything that cool.
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God can and will solve the biggest problems people suffer from.  He will forgive us anything and change our 
opinion of ourself for the better.  He fixes the most terrible things people suffer from like self-loathing from 
having been trafficked as a human sex slave since childhood, shockingly prevalent in some countries.  Those 
who force young girls into prostitution will face severe judgment. Mark 9:42  Women forced into sexual slavery
as children are among the most psychologically damaged.  The horror of not being able to extricate themselves 
from that lifestyle has caused many women to feel guilt, rage, and shame, even though it was none of their 
doing.  Childhood traumas are some of the most persistent.  Often these women have had drugs and alcohol 
forced upon them to keep them submissive and this just compounds their life trauma.  If they do manage to 
escape the sex trade, they usually carry lasting and serious psychological scars which they often assume are 
permanent.  Well, I am here to tell you that life-traumas are not necessarily permanent.  God can and does 
rescue women from their life-trauma.  No matter how serious the injuries, no matter how much guilt, rage and 
shame any woman feels, God can and does rescue victims all the time, including those who prefer to be dead to 
escape their life.  He can and will remake anyone into a whole person who deserves a normal life.  This is huge 
news for the millions of women who have been trafficked and for whom society is appallingly indifferent.  It is 
horrible and mystifying that so much of society chooses to turn a blind eye to the scale and severity of this 
elephant-in-the-room problem.  Also, many former sex customers are part of society and are not eager to step-
up and admit their complicity, nor do they seem interested in a clean-up of this massive worldwide scourge.  

Well, guess what?  God will step up and help any woman who comes to Jesus.  That's right.  God can and will 
diminish the psychological scarring of any woman who comes to Jesus and asks God for help.  It takes a while 
to completely abolish a woman's horrors, but huge and immediate relief is at hand for all.  Really.  This is in 
part why the Gospels are known as the good news.   If you have read this book up to here, you know that you 
must accept Jesus as Lord of your life.  Accept Jesus and ask God for help daily in your prayers. That's your 
part and God will do His part.  If you are tortured by your past, you will receive priority and stronger treatment. 
That is God's part.  Trust Him.  God usually helps recent Christians in severe distress more promptly than those 
who are comfortable.  He will do for you that which you cannot do for yourself.  The antipathy and despair of a 
lifetime of sexual slavery will diminish almost immediately.  Then daily ask God for help and to reinforce your 
faith in Him.  Negative forces in your life will become smaller and smaller, way-far beyond what you ever 
thought possible and you will start to feel like a normal person, maybe for the first time ever.  You do deserve to
have a normal life where your neighbors know nothing of any former horrors.  God helps all abused women 
who come to Jesus.  God also helps men who were molested as children and who have in-turn become child 
molesters themselves.  Molested and then molester are common male comorbidities.  Jesus breaks that chain.  
      
So, the only way we can please God is to believe in Him and trust Him, but we can start with really small belief.
That will allow God's Holy Spirit to work within you.  Because belief in God, like Jesus' Crucifixion as 
atonement for our sins, must be voluntary.  It is specifically because your belief is voluntary that it sets the 
process in motion.  Point of order; your first little bit of belief grants the Holy Spirit entrance into you and when
that happens you will become a child of God at that exact moment, although you may not be aware of it. John 
1:12 -13 That first step allows God's Spirit access to work within you. Ephesians 1:13  He will usually not work
within you until you initiate an offer, even a modest one will do.  Passionate commitment is not required.  Start 
small if you need to, maybe something like; "Yup, that Jesus sure looks like He is who He claimed to be..." or 
whatever you can muster.  How about; "God, are you real?  If you are, how can I know that?"  If you take the 
first step, from your heart, God, "The Hound of Heaven" (Francis Thompson) will easily track you down and in 
a little while He will give you gifts that you have not even thought of asking for.  It seems most improbable, I 
know, that the one and only all-powerful God who created the universe would bother to care to know you and 
remember who you are and to want to help you in this life and the next.  He really is a most improbably good 
God.  We would certainly not be so benevolent to minor life forms if we were God.  I am not planning to gift 
the mice in my backyard with limitless food or help them to upgrade their boures anytime soon.  But accept 
Jesus with a humble heart and see if He does not respond with the spiritual power of love and understanding.  
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Try it.  What do you have to lose?  Repeating, your first little bit of belief grants the Holy Spirit entrance into 
you and when that happens you will become a child of God at that exact moment, although you are usually not 
aware of it at first. John 1:12  You will now have dual citizenship; you are a citizen of Earth and a citizen of 
God's Kingdom.  Citizenship in God's Kingdom is always paramount and supersedes earthly duties.  You are 
now a foreigner visiting earth and you should be on best behavior so as to bring honor upon God's Kingdom 
which is now also your homeland, much like any ambassador living in a foreign culture would do.  Peter, in 
effect urges us to recheck our Heavenly compass, our passports as citizens of God's Kingdom; "...as foreigners 
and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul." 1 peter 2:11 The point of having a
heavenly compass is so that we can pull it out and check ourself.  We do tend to sneak inappropriate behavior 
back into our life, again The Human Shadow.  Your belief can grow at any rate that seems natural and 
comfortable.  But I do urge you to go into this as honestly and humbly as you can manage.  Most people exist in
an inappropriately proud human condition.  We all have a lot more to be humble about than proud of.  Still, we 
often present a proud façade to the world.  Even though we do not have all the answers, we would like other 
people to think that we do, to think we are wise, confident, a winner among our peers.  However, really, really 
drop all that kind of stuff and be humble when speaking to God.  He knows all, everything, which includes a 
whole lot about you that you do not know yourself.  Seek not to manipulate or bargain with God in your 
communication with Him.  Just accept Jesus and ask God for help.  That is all you have to do.  Taking God at 
His word will start a most wonderful process within you.  If you're human at all, you will fall in and out of 
belief a bit in the beginning, but don't worry.  God will have your back after you make that first little honest 
commitment.  Stay humble and He will help you in ways you cannot imagine.  Then you will be entitled to 
cash-in on the many fabulous promises of God which are so big they will blow your mind.  There is a simplified
listing at the end of this text.  How can it be that all this stuff has existed practically forever and you never knew
anything about it before?  Does the government intentionally hide this stuff?  No, probably not in a free country,
sometimes in dictatorships like China or North Korea.  C. S. Lewis told us that there had never been a more 
dejected and reluctant Christian (The Most Reluctant Convert; C. S. Lewis' Journey to Faith).  The voyage from
atheist to "reluctant Christian" was beyond Lewis' imagination as your journey is beyond you and mine was 
beyond me in the beginning.  It is the same for everyone.  Do you think you might give Jesus a chance to grant 
you the critical asset package of grace; forgiveness of all past sins and eternal life with God in Heaven?  Jesus 
hands that out to anyone for free when you accept Him as Lord and Savior and anyone includes you too.  "  But 
now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of The Law, as was 
promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago.  We are made right with God by placing our faith 
in Jesus Christ.  And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.  For everyone has sinned; we
all fall short of God's glorious standard.  Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are God 
righteous.  He did this through Christ Jesus who freed us from the penalty for our sins." Romans 3:21-24  You 
do get that, right?  We are all freely saved if we believe in Jesus.  It is analogous to when you die and pass from 
the physical into the spiritual dimension, many things will be revealed to you that you were not able to see when
you were in the physical world.  Well, it is similar, if a less potent jolt, for believers and unbelievers.  When you
become a believer, many things that you have never been able to see before will start to materialize.  When you 
walk through the door of belief, you are entering a different dispensation and you don't have to die or be 
transmuted from the physical to get a little peek into the spiritual dimension.  No escape velocity is required.  
God will do that for you in the blink of an eye and He dispenses living conditions differently for believers and 
non-believers.  Being a believer puts us on a higher plane which allows us to see things that can’t be seen from 
the lower level where nonbelievers live.  "Believers live a new life, experiencing a bit of Heaven here on Earth, 
made possible by a new relationship with the Father." Ernest Lamb  How do you like them apples? So to speak. 
We don’t have to wonder why; "There are no atheists in foxholes."  Being Christian also causes most of the of 
the world to hate you -sorry, I've been keeping that one from you.  This is because our values are no longer their
values.  All who follow Jesus are 'anointed' meaning set apart and sealed by God; in this case that means from 
unbelievers and this partially expresses the new dispensation. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22  Believe in Jesus and He 
seals your life.  You will likely be less comfortable around your old non-believer friends and you will probably 
choose to leave some of them behind for Christ.  Some of them are likely salvageable through your effort over 

85



time.  Also, there is no guarantee of earthly security for following Jesus.  It is eternal security in the Kingdom of
God that you will receive and that is what you should be seeking by following Jesus.  Also, the Christian life is 
not like a popularity contest.  You may have to give up some old habits when you come to realize that they are 
not appropriate or sinful.  Still, it is massively more rewarding and God will help you along the path.  "…for he 
that comes to God must believe that He is and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Hebrews 
11:6  So, have faith, just come as you are.  All are welcome.  No special clothing or language skills are required 
to speak to God and He usually speaks only to those who are willing to hear Him.  Willingness being a 
prerequisite, not a guarantee.  He loved you before you knew that He existed and He answers questions about 
Himself and faith more promptly than about worldly matters.  Earthly life is characterized by suspicion and 
mistrust.  Spiritual life is wonderfully the opposite because insincere human motives are like gravity; although it
is powerful, gravity cannot interact with or otherwise affect your inter-dimensional spirit.  Point of order; Your 
body is literally made of cosmic dust particles and water, but your Spirit is of God.  God and our spirits are of 
Heaven, not of space-time.  You did catch that cool glimpse of the spiritual life right there, didn’t you?  
 
In the gospels, we saw Jesus' earthly life and His Messianic offer which was rejected by His people.  Yet it is 
through Paul's preaching of the Gospel of Grace that God put together 'The Body' of believers which is The 
Body of Christ; a metaphor for the Church, and it was done by Grace, which you are just as entitled to as any 
other person on Earth.  The Christian church is also referred to as The Body of Christ.  It was Jesus' gift of 
Grace that made it possible.  Grace is the attribute that Jesus established after His Resurrection, it is undeserved 
Divine favor and it is free to anyone who will accept it.  The Grace of God determines fundamental conditions 
that we all live in, like gravity determines conditions that we live in and you cannot alter either one of them.  
Restating, Grace is a critical asset package.  Just for the asking, Grace allows us two things; complete 
forgiveness of all past sins and guaranteed entrance and eternal life in the Kingdom of God.  The establishment 
of Grace is why Jesus came to earth.  If you accept Jesus, God is not going to lecture you about your old sins.  
In fact, at your judgment, He is likely not even going to bring that up, because it is history, canceled, gone.  
When a Christian asks for forgiveness, they receive it, completely.  That is what Grace is and from personal 
experience, it is awkward and embarrassing to receive such a huge and valuable gift when you know perfectly 
well that there is nothing you could ever do to deserve it.  This is the raison d'être of Jesus coming to Earth.  We
are fallen creatures, under condemnation and there's nothing we can do about that ourselves.  Yet, God wants us
to be free of any guilt for our old sins and His Grace reaches down and saves us based on our believing in Jesus 
of the Gospels.  Grace is an attribute of God, not man.  We are pathetic foul creatures stuck in space-time, 
entrapped by the second law of thermodynamics; asymmetry or The Arrow of Time.  After you are a Christian 
for a while you will see how Jesus' death on the cross means something to you personally.  Although it was 
almost two thousand years ago, it was for your benefit, personally, so you would have the opportunity of being 
able to believe in Him and be saved by the Grace of God.  "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under Law but under Grace." Romans 6:14  Grace is the attachment between God and people, an attachment
that is necessary, analogous to a kite and string.  The string is necessary for the kite to fly.  Better to fly into 
Heaven with God than trudge into hell with the condemned.  You think?  Sin cuts our string or connection to 
God.  The stable force of God and His Grace allows us to fly.  It reestablishes our connection to Him as often as
we need it.  We do fall off the wagon and revisit the comfort, the gravitational-type attraction of our familiar 
sins which are both addictive and destructive like street narcotic is.  "...the safest road to hell is the gradual one- 
the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turns."  C. S. Lewis  God knew you'd need a lot of chances so 
you get an unlimited number.  It is not like Casey at the Bat who had only the last 'at bat' before the end of the 
game.  God knows us completely and loves us in spite of ourselves.  Every day God gives you another 'at bat', 
another chance to repent, start doing the right thing and be saved into eternal life with Him.  Not that we 
deserve it.  A most improbable God. Yes?  Restating; "You have obeyed my teaching about not giving up your 
faith.  So, I will keep you from the time of trouble that will come to the whole world to test those who live on 
Earth."  Revelation 3:10 refers to the Tribulation.  Christians of the church of old Philadelphia, in Asia Minor, 
and certainly all Christians are assured that we will be kept from the Tribulation that will descend upon the 
Earth, maybe in the next thirty or forty years although there is no Scripture to back up my prediction.  So, that 
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timing is just my personal gut feeling or dumb guess.  Like all dumb guesses it is not to be taken seriously.  
Take Jesus seriously.  All believers, living or dead, will be snatched into His presence or Raptured and that is 
not a guess. 1 Thessalonians 4:16  "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." James 
4:10  Be humble with God and He will be nice to you.  Have faith in Him and suppress your human desires.  
Abandon any foolish belief or dumb human notions like; your moral failings will magically resolve down the 
road when you achieve financial success.  That is a typically dumb human notion.  Of course, it is most unlikely
that moral failings and financial success are linked in any positive cause-and-effect association.  Much more 
likely there is a negative relationship.  You get rich, you usually become more arrogant, not less.  So, we 
chronically try to fool ourselves, The Human Shadow.  Liberate yourself from unconscious arrogance; be a 
servant of God, as Jesus demonstrated many times in the Gospels.  Leave the despotic rule of self behind.  
Greater freedom than you can imagine beckons you.  Counterintuitive, I know.  Make the leap of faith.  Spirit 
came first and gave life.  Moral failings are like a self-deceptive looting from our spirit some of that life which 
the Spirit had first lent us.  "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is nothing at all." John 6:63
 
There is only one way to be saved.  I think I have restated that enough, yet still; I point out here that there are 
many references to this singular way or one path to salvation mentioned many times in the Bible.  Here are a 
few of my favorite examples.  Jesus said; "I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me."  John 14:6  That's plain enough language for me.  I get it.  Jesus also said; "I am the gate.  
Whoever enters through me shall be saved."  John 10:9  That one is also pretty plain language.  When Peter is 
speaking to the Jewish elders about their rejection of Jesus, he says; "Jesus is the stone you masons threw out, 
which is now the cornerstone.  Salvation comes no other way; no other name has been or will be given to us by 
which we can be saved, only this one."  Acts 4:11-12. I also like Jesus' thinly veiled reference to this at His 
Sermon on the Mount; "Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction and many enter there.  But narrow is the gate and the road which leads to salvation and the few enter
there." Matthew 7:13-14.  I'm so glad I chose Jesus, the narrow gate and His gift, not reward, of Grace.  

The reason I have restated so many times that Grace is a gift, not a reward is because many false religions claim
that the way to salvation and Heaven is through works or what they want you to do.  That is the biggest and 
most universal lie of false religions and I would like you to be eager to refute it instantly if presented with it.  
Grace bestows two things; forgiveness of sins and salvation into God's Kingdom which are gifts for all people.  
There is nothing you could ever do to earn them.  False religions claim that by doing what they want you to do 
you can earn it.  Give them your money, your time and effort fooling other people into following their false 
religion, make them more rich and powerful.  A heads-up here; Does a religion emphasize their man-made 
rules, secret knowledge or visions rather than Jesus and His Grace?  False religions generally honor those who 
keep their rules rather than Christ.  "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."  Ephesians 2:8-9  It is only natural 
that we should feel the need to earn what we get, but here is the most profound secret of Christianity, that the 
biggest and most magnificent thing you can ever receive in this life is a free gift, not a reward.  People 
instinctively feel guilty receiving such a gigantic gift for free and false religions stealthily take advantage of that
superstitious human guilt by offering an opportunity to work for them in exchange for your supposed salvation. 
It is a sleazy psychological trick.  It can sound good if you say it fast, but it is entirely false.  There are likely 
some false religion theologians cursing me for letting this big fat cat out of the bag.  This blatantly opportunistic
public deception cries-out to be placed into the public literature and I do so with some satisfaction even though I
am merely one among very many Christians to publicly point this out.  All public deceptions should be 
relentlessly pointed-out, and we may expect that the perpetrators will surely curse us for exposing them again.  
          
New Christian Doubts and Anxieties 
A point worth mentioning, here is that; once you are saved, you can never become un-saved.  So, if you believe 
in Jesus, you are saved but then you could still go back to your old sinful ways and die in your sins.  Possible, 
right?  Well, in that case, you are still saved into eternal life with God.  There is a system of Divine rewards for 
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what you did on Earth after you believed, so it is surely best to do only good.  Still, if you accept Jesus, you are 
permanently saved and can never become un-saved.  I guess it would be better not to have the blood of a million
people on your hands at your death, but you can never be rejected by God after you have walked through the 
door of belief.  Your ticket is eternally punched, even so, this is not a license to do evil.  Some people worry 
about this 'becoming un-saved'.  Just so you know, that can't happen.  This is part of the subject; 'New Christian 
Doubts and Anxieties'.  Let's debunk a few more of the most common of them.  This is worth mentioning 
because these are some favorite common tricks that the devil just loves to spring on new Christians.  
                             
Some new Christians can suffer from 'adequacy doubt'.  These are often high functioning people who suffer 
from several adequacy doubts.  They tend to question if God has accepted them because they suffer from 
ongoing feelings that they are not good enough for God to accept, not worthy of Divine blessing and eternal 
life.  'What if God has not accepted me?'  Well, God knows all about your doubts because He knows everything 
about everything and He accepts people with these doubts.  In fact, God accepts people with big-old whopping 
doubts, way-bigger than yours.  While you might not be worthy of the fabulous woman who was your mother, 
your inherited money, or your family’s connections, still you don't ever need to worry about God not accepting 
you because of inadequacy.  God accepts all people and we are all inadequate; every single one of us, although 
many people do not realize that and even feel superior.  No amount of ivy league education, wealth, athletic 
abilities, no-thing on this Earth will ever make you an adequate person.  Only faith in God, which is not of the 
physical world, makes you adequate.  Make faith in God, not intermittent doubts your life's objective no matter 
how tenacious the doubts.  God overlooks human flaws and forgives us because, after all, how much wiser and 
more merciful is your heavenly Father than you are?  A real gigantic amount more is how much.  So do not 
worry that your inadequacies might exclude you from the Kingdom of God.  Your heavenly Father knows all 
about that and the bible tells us He is fine with your admittance into His Kingdom through faith in Jesus, even if
we are not so sure that we deserve it.  God will never withdraw His promise of Heaven through faith in Jesus 
and not just for the strongest faith, but any faith, your faith, my faith, which will grow if we ask God for more. 

Another one of these new Christian doubts and anxieties is particularly crippling and I refer to it as 'the circular 
reasoning trick'.  This would be any concern that leads to a dead-end or back to the beginning in your reasoning 
process and it is a cycle of thought which can never be resolved.  It is simpler than it sounds and fairly common.
For example; Let's say that when you pray to God, some of what you pray about is asking for earthly blessings. 
Well, you are not supposed to care too much about earthly things, but you do.  So, should you pretend you don't
care about them?  Of course, God knows when you are pretending.  If you manage to reduce your desire for 
earthly things, is that not an attempt to manipulate God?  What about trying to repent your sins?  Is that not an 
attempt to manipulate God?  Isn't anything you do relative to pleasing God an attempted manipulation?  God 
sees all your thoughts and motivations completely transparently.  Is He thinking; "You little dummy, you are 
trying to manipulate Me" or "So you want me to use my power at your beck and call?"  Probably not, but how 
can you ask for anything you want, try not to want it too much and not be attempting to manipulate God?  The 
answer is; do not continue to try and figure that out.  The answer is to abandon your cyclical thinking process 
and place your faith in God.  God will help you more and more as you place your trust in Him.  He is most 
diligent about doing this because faith is the most important topic to Him.  Cyclical thinking processes are just 
tricks of the Devil to try and sow doubt.  So just abandon them and trust God.  That is so simple and in your 
face that you likely have known that all along, it is just difficult to see if you get caught up in a circular thought 
process.  That Circular trick of the Devil had me chasing my tail for a while and God rescued me from 
epistemological anguish which I was totally not expecting but plenty grateful to receive.  Again; Psalms 32:8-9 
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.  Be not 
like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near 
you."  He will instruct us.  Don't be senseless, like a horse or a mule, just stay near Him.  You do get that, right?

There are many other common 'New Christian doubts and anxieties' and I will not try to list them all.  They are 
not particularly interesting if you are not entrapped by one of them.  Should you become fooled or tricked by 
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one of them, it will be a really big deal for you, but the answer will be deceptively simple.  Just ask a more 
experienced Christian for advice.  Don't worry, no one will laugh at your dilemma.  Almost all of us have been 
there ourselves and you will find your Christian brothers and sisters eager to help, sometimes too eager but be 
patient with them because they don't mean it in a bad way and by seeking their advice, you are helping them to 
grow in their Christianity.  It is always a mutually beneficial affair to ask for and receive help from other 
Christians on Christian topics, even if you are both stumped and have to go to a more senior Christian for the 
definitive answer.  Everyone still benefits.  
  
OK, the gift of Salvation saves you, body and soul.  Saving your soul or spirit is a really big deal and you will 
of course really like that.  Saving your body seems like a more immediate concern so here is some good news 
on that.  Before the Tribulation and the Second Coming of Christ, all believers who have ever lived on earth 
will get a new body.  That’s right, all believers who have ever lived on earth.  These are "Resurrection bodies" 1
Corinthians 15:35-58  They will likely be much more magnificent bodies than we can comprehend now, in our 
limited human condition.  We get a hint of what this will be like when Jesus is talking to the Pharisees in 
Matthew 22:30.  He is speaking about a different subject but He touches on Resurrection bodies and it is pretty 
cool; "At the Resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in 
heaven."  So, I think this means among other things, that there will be no sexual characteristics to the bodies and
no need or interest in sex (finally, yes).  But a body like the angels implies a truly magnificent body.  Maybe a 
hundred times better than the best athlete (a guess) and it could be better than that, we just don't know.  But you 
may be confident that it will be better than your imagination.  Restating this; "…no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined what God has prepared for those who love him" 1 Corinthians 2:9  

Keeping your Membership in God's family in good standing is predicated more upon internal not external 
processes as Jesus told us at His Sermon on the Mount.  Internal processes guide us whereas external processes 
are more behaviors.  Staying right with God is less about what we do or our works than it is about our 
motivations, which God perceives with CT scan clarity.  "I'm not as bad as those murders and pornographers, 
I'm a good person."  Really?  Have you ever intentionally hurt someone's feelings?  Are you bitter or holding a 
grudge towards anyone?  Do you get angry with people who are rude and flatly disagree?  Remember we are all
sinners in God's sight, allow that to point you towards Jesus.  Are you ready to suspend your defensiveness and 
accept God's judgment right now, or could you use a little forgiveness, a little Grace of God first?  There is a 
way to be confirmed as not guilty by God.  God's solution is Christ Jesus and He is available to all persons on 
Earth, Jew or Gentile, even those awful people we absolutely can't stand.  So once again the way to get saved is 
to believe in Jesus, a small amount of belief is enough to start with.  Then the Holy Spirit selects you to be a 
child of God.  Now, there are no mistakes in the selection process.  If you were to change your mind about it 
than you were never selected in the first place.  The Holy Spirit of God makes no mistakes in selection because 
He can see all of time.  Each of the three persons of God originates from outside of space-time and likely can 
see all of time from outside of it.  So, He already knows how you turned out.  I have heard plenty of people say 
that it took them years to completely commit to Jesus, but I have never heard anyone say that they later rejected 
Jesus as 'not the truth'.  I have known of people who were mad at God and did not speak to Him for years, but 
no one who decided that God was not real after they made the initial commitment.  When you become a 
believer, you start spending time with Jesus.  You may not notice the difference until you compare yourself to a 
stationary object, like a non-believing friend or family member you have not seen for a couple of years.  When 
you do meet up with someone like that, you see a big difference and you will be able to appreciate what Jesus is
doing within you.  Also, you will be able to see your own spiritual growth in that you will want to, not feel 
obligated to give more of yourself to Jesus as you go along.  No need to buckle-up, this will be a delightful and 
gentle ride, unless you are a really bad character who doesn't want to give up your inappropriate lifestyle, in that
case you could be in for some violent squalls ahead before you get to the fair winds and following seas.  
  
There is one thing a person could do which would put them in horrible danger and that is to intentionally and 
forcibly reject Jesus.  If you forcibly reject Jesus, you create an arrogant void within you and my experience has
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been that it won't be too long before the Devil, whom we call Satan or his representatives, enters you to fill that 
void.  Be warned, this type of arrogant void within a person does not stand empty indefinitely.  From personal 
observation that just seems to be the spiritual physics of the way it works.  Forcibly rejecting Jesus is an 
invitation for demons to enter you.  People do it, but I can't recommend it because the return rate is not too 
good.  People who become possessed by demons in our modern age will usually live out their entire life with 
the demons.  People typically become possessed by demons because they have invited them, often 
unintentionally or in ignorance.  Nonbelievers who seek the spirits of the dead to visit them are playing with fire
because humans can’t see the difference between demons, roaming around loose on Earth and the spirits of our 
dead relatives.  Demons prefer to experience life in the body of a person and they are consistently attracted to 
spiritually weak nonbelievers. Matthew 12:43-45  Demons work for the Devil.  If the Devil is in charge of you 
there will not be a happy result.  Point of order; The devil never creates anything but is only parasitic upon 
God's creations, like you.  If someone is not protected by the Spirit of God as believers are, especially if it is 
because of a conscious and willful rejection of God then that person is at severe risk, a huge demon target is on 
their back.  If you think your life is bad now, just wait until you are possessed by a demon or two or maybe 
eight.  Your serious misery has not even started yet and you will be powerless to rid yourself of the demons.  
Forget ever having any kind of a life if you become possessed by demons.  They will coerce you into doing the 
most horrible things you can imagine and then they will work you up to do worse than that.  You will hate 
yourself and be powerless to change.  Demons will control your intellect and your physical body and use it to 
do their dirt and it gets much worse than I will tell you right here.  You must get help from an exorcist, probably
a Catholic priest who specializes in exorcisms.  I think there are a few of these priests still in private practice 
and about 200 who work in Vatican City in Italy.  I don't know how you would even contact one especially 
when your demons are preventing you from doing that.  I would not trust any new-age spiritualist to perform 
something as serious as your own exorcism.  That must be performed by a person who is in legitimate strong 
possession of the Spirit of God.  In all cases, the demons are way-stronger than the victim so how else can this 
possibly end up?  As mentioned above, the return rate is not too good.  Is that what you would like to invite into
your body and your life?  Make a grand and public rejection of God and demons will likely track you down.  
Whereas we are not usually penalized for ignorance of God, forcibly rejecting God is a challenge to God, a 
fool's errand.  Just be a non-believer, rather than challenging God with an arrogant public rejection.  I cringe 
when Ron Reagan of the Freedom from Religion Foundation announces he is a; "lifelong atheist, not afraid of 
burning in hell."  I am absolutely certain that anyone could separate church and state without being disrespectful
to God. Romans 13:1-7  Restating this massive point of order; It is never a good idea to challenge God.  Full 
stop.  Satan the master counterfeiter can look like and tempt you with anything earthly.  However, when he is in
charge of you, there is no such thing as seeing things for yourself.  Notice that other people can see our 
hypocrisy and inconsistencies so much easier than we can.  Historically people who are under Satan's control do
not see that what they are doing is evil; Russia's Stalin, Germany's Hitler, Uganda's Idi Amin, Cambodia's Pol 
Pot and on and on.  That indicates Satan can completely control someone once he has entered them, but he can't 
enter everyone or he surely would have and humankind would be long extinct.  Evil can and does beat out good 
sometimes, but that seems to be a prerequisite for us to have free will.  Perhaps in Heaven, there is free will 
with no evil.  I certainly feel that is the case.  I know, I know, another guess there, but a delightful one.  Yes?  
   
Human frailties and susceptibilities;  
How much are we subject to our susceptibilities; pride, self-deception, greed, arrogance, a gay lifestyle or 
standard sex/procreation drives?  We all receive a hefty dose of these as genetic defaults, an unwelcome gift 
from our parents.  Mostly this inheritance has helped keep our species from going extinct in the past when 
living conditions were desperate.  Well, the species is no longer in danger of going extinct and yet we remain 
beleaguered with this baggage from our distant ancestors.  Without major behavioral changes, mankind is 
rapidly approaching the point where we will out-breed the planet's resources.  Life would be easier for people if 
the desires of say, sex/procreation as an example, were reduced by maybe seventy percent.  That sounds about 
right to me.  How about the genetic default of pride?  How desperately do people want to be 'right' about 
whatever they have announced or otherwise invested their egos in?  Wars are fought over the issue of self-

90



righteousness.  It seems that much of all human disagreement is because people insist that they are 'right' about 
something, like who was next in line or who is entitled to that gold you dug up on public land, or maybe about 
larger issues like inadequate farmland for an exploding population or perhaps about water usage, but definitely 
about who is 'right' as opposed to what is appropriate.  It seems that many people would far-rather be self-
righteously 'right' than happy, successful, loved or even alive.  Have you noticed?  Like all of our genetic 
susceptibilities, being 'right' tends to get out of control.  How about that crafty self-deception susceptibility?  
Would you say that self-deception can assume control when we aren’t paying attention?  Do we drift back onto 
deadly-dumb auto-pilot when we aren't paying attention?  These conditions or situations are points that we often
turn a blind eye to, so we can continue to deceive ourselves and thereby secretly profit some reward out of it.  
Self-deception is humanity's most insidious susceptibility, the number one human flaw precisely because of its 
stealth.  Mindfulness, of course, is the key to getting a handle on our human susceptibilities.  The more we stay 
conscious of and scrutinize our motivations, the more we can be in charge of our actions.  It seems that nearly 
all of human history is a series of stories about people killing one another and largely on autopilot; "OK, lads, I 
am going to make it easy for you to understand your King's orders.  We are going to charge across this field and
take the city.  There will be women and plunder a-plenty for all.  Are you ready, Lads?"  Autopilot.  Reject 
Paleolithic recidivism (war).  Once the government of a sovereign Nation claims; XYZ, it seems they are 
unlikely to publicly recant that, come war, or hell, or self-destruction?  (The Guns of August, Barbara W. 
Tuchman)  Rather like some people we know, including ourselves sometimes.  Our genetically inherited 
defaults need constant vigilance.  We must force ourselves to remain focused on that as well as our faith in God.
The two most demanding and elusive subjects are; faith in God and genetically inherited susceptibilities.  Just 
stay aware of and work on those two items.  That is plenty to keep anyone constructively occupied.  Yet we 
habitually hide some things from ourselves.  Again, it was Carl Jung who labeled this phenomenon The Human 
Shadow.  This is a dark aspect of our humanity, that we are eternally hiding our own inappropriateness from 
ourselves.  Two insightful, non-biblical comments on this subject that I love are;  "...acts of violence towards 
others are always characteristic of people who project the devil in themselves upon the outside - upon 
somebody else - upon the scapegoat" Alan Watts.  I also love D. A. Carson's penetrating comments on this 
subject from his wonderful book; For the Love of God;  "We drift towards compromise and call it tolerance; we
drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith.  We cherish the 
indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into
thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been 
liberated."  If we are not paying attention, these processes become a continuously thickening fog, a self-imposed
veil of illusion between ourselves and the real world which others seem to be able to see so much clearer than 
the affected person.  There is no need to compete, collect or fear anything in the physical world because all 
physical stuff is trivial illusion when compared to Heaven.  Repeating; Heavenly egalitarianism far exceeds 
earthly and there is no need to hoard or collect anything.  Everything here, celebrity, affluence, conquest, all 
earthly clout or lack thereof remains behind and we will all most definitely be leaving.  It seems like a good idea
to me if we prepare for leaving rather than collecting earthly stuff which is all merely 'stays behind stuff '.  
     
Biblical Facts and Guesses in the Mystery Kingdom; 
So, we all live in the modern age (my term) which is The Age of Grace, aka the Church Age.  Here is a second 
reference to the subject heading above.  Biblical guessing is a sore subject to many Christians who powerfully 
believe in their own guesses.  As new Christians, we are generally not expecting to receive hostility from our 
fellow Christians, but be warned, on this subject, you may.  There are sometimes more questions than answers 
in a verse of Scripture.  There is enough information that we should probably just accept it and go on, but 
people want to know more.  So, you will see a huge amount of guessing about what people think is missing 
from the Bible.  Well, it might not be missing.  It might just be intentionally omitted so we can practice our faith
more than our guessing skills.  Repeating, I am not trying to sneak any guesses by you.  In my guesses, I am 
attempting to keep it obvious to you with qualifiers; 'likely,' 'perhaps', 'I think' or simply by saying 'my guess'.  
It seems impossible not to guess sometimes so it is important to keep guesses separate in our consciousness 
from the actual biblical facts.  This is an area where many Christians forget to keep things separated and it has 
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led to the formation of many religious variations.  Many legitimate Christian religions have biblical guesses 
mixed into their doctrine and some jealously guard the guesses as if they were facts.  Often the more seriously 
one takes the Bible, the more inhospitable becomes their biblical opinions.  Super-reverence for the Bible never 
makes anyone's biblical guesses more valid.  Nothing does.  Remember "Prophets speak for God not men" 2 
Peter 1:20-21  Don't invest too much of yourself in any guesses.  Humans crave to be 'right' about their little 
tiny opinions.  Don't they?  You may disagree with someone's biblical guesses yet it is rarely constructive to 
debate it; neither of you will go home with a different opinion.  Also, if in your Bible study, you discover 
original biblical insights that are backed up by multiple separate passages in Scripture, no one wants to hear 
about them.  Sorry.  Sharing insights almost always produces a sour response if the person you are telling about 
it has not experienced the same insight.  So, say after many years of study, we have a list of seventy-seven new 
biblical insights that no one else seems to see.  I suspect that they were given to us for personal understanding 
and delight and will likely not delight others.  Mysteries in the Bible must be intentional (another guess there).  
Repeating, perhaps knowing our nature better than we do, God may have placed mysteries in the Bible more so 
we would have to practice our faith rather than our guessing skills.  The Mystery Kingdom or the conditions we 
are living in would seem to be all about having faith.  Recall that the guesses you like, which includes your own
are referred to as astute commentary.  However, the guesses you don't quite buy; well, they are irrelevant, just 
somebody’s guesses.  Right?  So, we should take the facts in the Bible far, far more seriously than our little 
guesses about it, no matter how much we love our own opinions.  When someone wants to argue rather than 
discuss their biblical guesses it is because they assume their guesses are facts.  If someone's platform position is 
that their guesses are sacrosanct, it is consistently a better choice to decline discussion with them on the subject.
  
Next, I am going to give you my personal classification system for biblical guesses.  These are just my personal 
thoughts on this and, of course, not Christian doctrine.  As I see it there are; dumb guesses, regular guesses, 
insights, and damn lies.  The plain-spoken Harry S. Truman coined the term "damn lie" as a lie which is a 
malignancy and I use it in that sense.  Starting with Dumb guesses, these are guesses with no biblical evidence 
or logical flow of thought.  Example; "The Tribulation will descend upon the Earth fairly soon, like the next 
thirty or forty years."  This is just my personal gut feeling.  There is zero biblical evidence to support this and 
that makes it just a dumb guess.  Guilty, guilty, guilty.  Don't take it seriously, please.  Some biblical dumb 
guesses are the most outrageous stuff you have ever heard.  A dumb guess should always be identified as such 
for clarity, although many writers do not.  Also, some authors try to sneak them past you.  The very best of 
intentions never make a dumb guess more valid.  Nothing does.  Second in my line-up of the sorts of biblical 
guesses are regular guesses of the kind I have mentioned and included in this text several times.  This would be 
where there is only indirect logical biblical evidence and the guess is plausible, not a reach.  Like my guess that 
Jesus' behavior indicates that He did not want to diminish the amount of faith required to believe.  The indirect 
evidence is that He did not perform conspicuous gigantic supernatural spectacles like publicly burning up some 
of those nasty Pharisees with fire from the sky.  He easily could have and I think that would have been really 
cool, but he does not.  Nor did He fly around superman style and vaporize all the Romans which surely would 
have been way too over-the-top theatrical for His mission.  Also, His Resurrection was kept to a really small 
affair and notice that when The Father spoke audibly at His baptism, it seems that was only for selected people 
to hear, not for everyone within earshot (another guess).  This makes it seem like The Father was complicit in 
not diminishing the size of the leap of faith required to believe.  Jesus' persistent theme to "have faith" as well as
His behavior makes it seem like He did not want to reduce the amount of faith required to believe.  This is a 
regular biblical guess, harmless as long as we don't try forcing it upon people.  Repeating, it is never appropriate
to try and force people to believe your biblical guesses.  Third in my line-up of guesses are insights which I 
categorize as special cases of a guess where there are Scriptural references to confirm it.  Insights are generally 
not recognized as such and so would not be commonly recorded in the general Christian literature.  Insights are 
semi-hidden.  Likely some people have mentioned any particular insight in sermons or research papers because 
all aspects of the Bible have been thoroughly studied.  But insights are generally missing from the introductory 
level of Christian literature.  An example of insight would be; the case of God using a psychological veil over 
the mind of the Nation of Israel regarding Jesus as Messiah.  Romans 11:25,  2 Corinthians 3:14-16 and  4:4  
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Last in my line-up are damn lies which are fabrications to subvert Christianity or any subject.  The difference is 
intention.  Damn lies are subversive and in Christianity, they often advance false religions or earthly power and 
as such are malignancies.  Anything which smears an opponent to advance personal power is malignant.   
   
An example of a damn lie would be the Mormon doctrine that Jesus is the brother of Lucifer, presented in 
chapter 3 of their Gospel Principles book.  The doctrine was stated more clearly in their previous version of 
Gospel Principles but they revised it in 2008 after a public argument with Republican presidential candidate 
Mike Huckabee.  Their revised text makes the brotherly connection less clear to the reader, however even a 
casual dive into Mormon literature reveals that the brothers' doctrine persists as do a multitude of other mind-
numbing outlandish pagan beliefs.  I'll give you a sampling just ahead.  I am going to digress for a bit here and 
talk about my pet peeve; Mormonism's false doctrines and public deceptions.  That Jesus is the brother of 
Lucifer is a damn lie.  The institution of the Mormon Church is officially, diabolically parasitic upon the subject
of Christianity.  You can see that with a cursory perusal of their website where they try to make it look like they
are biblical Christians, however, even a little bit of scrutiny reveals bizarre lunatic-fringe doctrine just beneath 
the surface.  Also, if anyone questions Mormon theology they overreact.  Example; On December 11, 2007, the 
Associated Press reported that Republican presidential candidate Mike Huckabee said, "Don't Mormons believe 
that Jesus and the devil are brothers?"  The next day, Mitt Romney went on the attack claiming that Mormons 
are respectable citizens and you can't attack a man's religious beliefs in America.  "The lady doth protest too 
much methinks"; Queen Gertrude in Hamlet, Shakespeare.  When people way-over-react, they have something 
to hide and Mormonism does have plenty to hide.  So, did Huckabee's question represent an attack on 
Mormonism?  No, it was a legitimate question and like all Mormon reasoning, Romney's irate response shiftily 
side-steps the unanswered point of inquiry; that Jesus is believed to be the brother of Lucifer in Mormonism.  
Next, there was more overreaction; To back up Romney, the official Mormon website issued a fantastically 
misleading statement to try and make it seem that Mormons believe consistently with Christian doctrine; "Like 
other Christians…" In the opening phrase, they attempt to lump themselves in with "other Christians", this is a 
malignant lie, they are most definitely not Christians.  "We believe Jesus is the Divine Son of God.  Satan is a 
fallen angel..."  Wait a second, the assertion that Jesus is the Divine son of God and Satan a fallen angel does 
not address Huckabee's question of whether or not the two are considered to be genetic brothers of the same 
parents in the Mormon faith.  Does it?  Continuing their statement; "As the Apostle Paul wrote, God is the 
Father of all.  That means that all beings were created by God and are His spirit children.  Christ, however, was 
the only begotten in the flesh and we worship Him as the Son of God and the Savior of mankind."  That last part
has some Christian truth, but look deeper.  Their statement has to be gross intentional false narrative of Mormon
doctrine made possible, I assume, by the way they are defining their terms in this particular case.  I’m betting 
that this is just boilerplate corrupt lawyerly-type lies.  Notice this occurred in 2007 and in 2008 they revised 
their Gospel Principles book to show the brotherly connection less clearly.  So, they still teach insiders that 
Jesus and Satan are brothers but to outsiders, they have made it more obscure.  There are very many Mormon 
secrets that they jealously guard and conceal even from their own members.  Mormonism denies that there is 
only one God and also denies salvation and the forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ.  Mormonism saddles 
its members with a heavy burden of works for their supposed salvation.  However, there is no salvation by 
works in Christianity, only by faith. Galatians 2:16  If good works could cancel sin, then Grace and the death of 
Jesus would have been unnecessary.  Right?  Sin must be forgiven through faith, Jesus' critical asset package of 
Grace.  In Mormonism, humans have the potential to achieve godhood if they follow Mormon teachings.  This 
is blasphemy.  Their claim to be Christian is a deceptive stretch-of-definition, not a manipulation of multiple 
'gods' and random cosmic screw-ups as they seem to believe.  Slipperiness is the order of the day for the 
extremely image-conscious Mormon Church who have turned deviousness regarding the specifics of their 
gospel doctrine into a strategy for procuring new converts and quelling opposition from within the ranks, a 
chronic problem in Mormonism.  Mormons believe that gods, angels, men, and women are all of one species, 
one great family.  Mormonism teaches that God is only one of countless gods, that he used to be an ordinary 
being from another planet, (an alien being) and that he became a god by following the laws and ordinances of 
the 'god' of that world, then he brought one of his wives to this world with whom he produces spirit children 
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who then inhabit human bodies at birth.  The first spirit child to be born was Jesus and most Mormons believe 
the second born was Satan, then we all followed.  Does any of that sound like biblical Christianity to you?  That
is blasphemy.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would be an unforgivable sin, as the Jews committed 
(Matthew 12:32) but you can bet that they don't care anything about that because they already have what they 
want; control of masses of people and their money.  That is what Mormonism is really all about.  It is for 
recruitment that they go to such extremes to try and make us think that they are "just another Christian religion".
Calculated disingenuous doctrinal misrepresentation points out Mormonism as being a cult not merely a false 
religion.  It is a gigantic rich and powerful enforcement mechanism for the prosecution of Mormon doctrine and
for control or Carthaginian peace within its ranks.  The Mormon church is an ongoing re-explanation of itself 
intended to confuse people into thinking Mormonism is a form of Christianity, which it most definitely is not.  
From the Mormon Articles of Faith; #8 "We believe the [B]ible to be the Word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the Word of God."  So, they pick and choose what parts of
the Bible they want to believe but they completely buy the Book of Mormon which psychotic founder Joseph 
Smith conveniently wrote himself to validate his lunatic-fringe pagan doctrines.  Mormon apologists and indeed
the entire church now deny that they teach Jesus is the brother of Lucifer even though they do teach that.  The 
Mormon Church has always been in spin-mode and the apologists absolutely do not care about the truth or what
the church is teaching.  They are only concerned about what negative impact the truth may have on the church's 
recruitment, which is dependent upon deception.  "Pay no attention to that man behind the curtain." Wizard of 
Oz  So, if their beliefs about God are so far out there in left field that they are in space alien/extraterrestrial 
territory and their website spin is intentional deception, can you believe anything at all that they might say?  
Would you care to have your children visiting their temple with school friends where they would be instantly 
shunted into indoctrination classes?  You have to know that your children could visit a Jewish temple with 
school friends and you would never need to worry about Jews trying to 'steal' them or indoctrinate them.  That 
would simply not occur to the Jews.  When was the last time you considered 'stealing' a Jewish child for 
indoctrination into Christianity?  Never.  That has never occurred to you either and although there is a tiny 
messianic Jewish movement existing, it is most definitely transparent not clandestine and the Jews don't take the
pipsqueak movement seriously anyway, although they will in the Tribulation.  A side topic here, Islam.  As an 
institution, Islam refuses to clean up its own huge catastrophic doctrinal mess, which cries-out to be cleaned up 
and which makes it easy for maniacs to hijack the religion and empower themselves.  Still despite that, they are 
in my experience, having lived in multiple countries the middle-east for many years, they are perfectly normal 
people that you would be happy to have as friends and neighbors.  Of course, mix Islam with ignorance and 
poverty and you can fake a frenzied path to power abuses and wars as occurred during the Dark Ages with 
Christianity and the Crusades.  Be that as it may, Mormonism's selected belief in bits and pieces of the Bible 
plus premeditated corruption of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for recruitment purposes is blasphemy, an abhorrent 
perversion of Christianity invalidating their superficial 'good neighbor policy' which Mormonism presents as its 
façade.  Whereas Christian doctrine comes down to us directly from God's prophets and it is absolutely 
sacrosanct, Proverbs 30:5-6,  2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 2 Peter 1:20-21  Mormon doctrine is frivolous folklore, 
contrived in recent times by a complete madman who obviously craved and certainly did secure for himself 
power and sex with all the women in his church.  Mormonism is an enticement of the unknowing to empower 
and enrich certain men over women.  It is a chauvinistic boy's club from the early eighteen-hundreds.  I am 
guessing that God is not impressed with their secret handshakes and other boys club customs.  So, whereas 
Mormons are generally good citizens, they are not accepting the Bible and the leadership uses deception and 
pressure, hard power tactics, in recruitment, universal and blatant signs of fraudulence.  I suspect that God will 
judge the deceived members of the Mormon church mercifully, but the complicit leaders of the church will face 
harsher judgment 2 Peter 2:1-9.  Mormonism's corruption and public deceptions do not sit well with me and I 
suspect that God is not fond of those aspects of it either.  Notice we all tend to feel that God would agree with 
our biblical guesses.  Just our dumb human nature, not a sin.  Anyway, stick with only the biblical facts.  The 
Mormon Church acknowledged in 2014 that founder Joseph Smith married roughly 40 women including a 14-
year-old girl and many of his 'wives' were already the wives of church members.  Does that seem like sane 
behavior to you?  This disclosure comes after having passionately insisted for nearly 200 years that Smith was 
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monogamous. (Mormon Church Admits That Founder Joseph Smith Had About 40 Wives by Eric M. Johnson; 
Reuters. Copyright 2014)  Is that an outfit you would trust or believe regarding anything at all?  I am guessing 
that you would be forgiven should you suffer from a cynicism of Mormon motives.  I surely do.  
                      
A Side-Topic; Radical Islam; 
We know that the path to religious reform requires some help along the way.  There is a reformist Islamic 
movement afoot in the world today and I think Christian churches should support it any way we can.  The old 
school Islamic authoritarians desperately cling to their self-righteousness and their tenth-century power.  We 
can advocate abandoning any non-reformed Islam.  Communism failed because it was untruthful and corrupt.  
The same will be true of radical Islam and we should continue to point that out.  Reject the prevailing attitude of
jihad in all ways and express that openly.  Fight jihad, not individuals on Twitter and Facebook.  As Christians I
think we should broadcast Islamic acceptance in personal communications on the internet.  Call this the Moslem
Christian Mission or whatever you like, but take the time once a day to post something good about Islamic 
people, friends, neighbors or just in general.  We can overwhelm the internet with our point of view.  Christian 
good will show that ISIS, Hezbollah, and Al Qaeda are self-aggrandizing frauds.  Show off our culture and 
invite Moslems to join us.  They don't have to convert to Christianity to be our friends and neighbors and when 
we accept them, they soften hugely and accept Christianity as valid.  Who would not prefer peace and 
prosperity over the radical Islamic culture of murder and death with power-lusting foul demigods in charge?  
Talk-up goodwill towards Moslems on the internet and the Lord will help us to improve the world.  He will.  
   
The Judgments; 
There are several judgments in the Bible, between five and seven depending on categorization.  They vary with 
respect to circumstances, intent, timing and who is being judged.  There is one judgment that I will elaborate on 
because it is of particular interest to Christians who are alive today.  That is called the judgment seat of Christ.  
But I think it would be more aptly described as the reward seat. 2 Corinthians 5:10  First a list of the Judgments;

1) The Judgment of Satan and his Fallen Angels. This has
     already taken place. 
2) The Eden Judgments from Genesis 3.  This one also has 
     already occurred. 
3) The Judgment of Christ for the sin of the World.  This
     also is history almost 2000 years ago. 
4) The Believers Self-Judgment.  Believers are to judge their 
     sins in the light of Scripture.  
5) The Judgment Seat of Christ sometimes called the rewards
     seat for believers, 2 Corinthians 5:10, occurs at the Rapture.  
6) The Judgment of Living Jews and Gentiles, going into the
     Messianic Kingdom.  
7) The Judgment of the Great White Throne.  The Judgment 
     and Reward of Resurrected OT and Tribulation believers 
    (saints) who's names are in the Lamb's Book of Life.  Plus
     a trial and judgment of those who have rejected God's call
     to Jesus.  Those whose names are not in the Lamb's Book of 
     Life will be cast into the Lake of Fire. Revelation 20:15 

Regarding the #5 judgment above; The Judgment seat of Christ or the Rewards seat for believers.  We pick up 
that biblical thread in; 1 Corinthians third chapter.  I'll list some parts and comment as we go.  "For we are 
God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building."  1 Corinthians 3:9  Meaning now that we 
are Christians we are part of God's construction equipment and should be producing for God's Kingdom 
because it is now also our Kingdom.  So, we should be helping to save souls into eternal life.  That is now our 
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purpose as part of God's fleet of spiritual construction equipment.  You are like; a shiny new bulldozer or maybe
a road-grader for God.  Get out there and make some Christians.  "For no other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11 Jesus is the foundation.  Full Stop.  "Anyone who 
builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.  But on the 
judgment day, fire (of judgment) will reveal what kind of work each builder has done.  The fire will show if a 
person’s work has any value.  If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  But if the work is burned 
up, the builder will suffer great loss.  The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a 
wall of flames." (New Living Translation) 1 Corinthians 3:12-15  So, build on a foundation of Jesus for God 
and use materials that outlast your lifetime.  Make Christians of unbelievers who will have eternal life and are 
of value to God, rather than building the traditional self-absorbed pile of personal wealth.  At Judgement, did 
we do anything that merits Divine reward?  If not, I am guessing no rewards, or perhaps there are lesser rewards
for lesser deeds and it sure sounds like many will suffer loss for bad behavior after they became believers.  
Jesus will be doing the judging of our works and what our rewards will be.  Every believer will come before 
Christ to be judged regarding what they have done with their life as a believer and rewards or loss will be 
distributed.  This particular judgment is only for us believers, this will not include any unbelievers.  
                        
Also, there are going to be several separate mass resurrections.  There are nine single person resurrections in the
Bible.  If you look at mass resurrections as separate events, I see four.  First was Christ and those that came out 
of the graves with Him as described in Matthew 27:51-53.  I assume (guess) that this was a semi-veiled event, 
only for selected people to see or else many more people would have noticed and written about it and, of course,
there would be numerous historical accounts which would reduce the amount faith required to believe.  
Wouldn't it?  So, I'm guessing that there was a partial veil to this first mass Resurrection which seems to be 
another point of not reducing the amount of faith required to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.  The other three 
mass resurrections have not occurred yet.  The next Resurrection is referred to as the “first” in Revelations, only
because it is the first one in the end times and it is all for us, the New Testament collective of believers, the 
body of believers or The Body of Christ.  This occurs at the Rapture.  The second End Time Resurrection will 
be for the OT and Tribulation believers who get a different Resurrection after the Tribulation.  Notice in this 
Resurrection, that the OT and Tribulation souls are combined; They are pooled together although the entire 
Church Age has been inserted in between the OT Age and the Tribulation.  There might be something in that 
relationship that we don't need to see right now.  Anyway, the third End Time Resurrection happens right at the 
end of the Millennial Kingdom or Jesus' personal 1,000-year sovereignty here on the earth.  In this final 
Resurrection, Gog and Magog (Russia) surround Jerusalem to destroy it, yet they will be devoured by fire from 
Heaven.  All non-Christian people who have heard and rejected God's call to Jesus will be cast into the Lake of 
Fire forever.  Of course, we don't know the fate of all the ancient or isolated peoples who never knew anything 
about Jesus, but we may be certain that God knows all about them and what will be for them.  Whatever He has 
planned for them, we may trust, based on our experience and the Bible, that God will be merciful, not vengeful. 
                          
God Invented Space-time for Us  
There are seven additional dimensions in Physics that we know of, beyond the four that we are all familiar with.
Please indulge my digression here.  This is an area where my favorite and beloved subjects, science and 
Christianity overlap.  Science agrees with Christianity as I see it.  We know about length, width, height and 
time, the temporal fourth dimension.  Time is the last dimension we are free to move around in, actually, it is 
space-time, a one-way street as far as we know.  The seven additional dimensions get mind-bogglingly more 
complex and the math defining them would defeat you if you're human at all.  All higher math leads to even 
higher math and on and on until you can't understand it anymore.  Seems to me like that might be part of God's 
plan.  Anyway, in our present form, we can't travel anywhere outside of space-time which is only the fourth 
dimension.  I suspect that when we pass into spiritual form, we will be interdimensional and will be able to see 
things that we cannot see while in physical form.  You are going to love, love, love being in unimaginably 
superior spiritual or advanced inter-dimension form with fantastic knowledge and abilities, another guess there. 
To get into spiritual or advanced inter-dimension form we have to die, a big inconvenience from this side but 
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only a trivial matter from the other side.  I think that we will be able to travel places instantaneously because we
will no longer be trapped in our limited physical form, in space-time.  So, our condition now is something like 
the people in Plato's Allegory of the Cave, in that we are living in the equivalent of Plato's 'shadow world', 
which is all we know.  I think we will see the bigger, more complete picture when we pass into spiritual form 
and we will be removed from under what I refer to as 'the veil of humanity' or of space-time.  One last musing; 
Is it rational to think that God has given us the universe to provide a place for us to live that we would not be 
able to figure out in the time we have remaining before the End Times?  It seems probable to me that both God 
and the universe are entirely coherent and we just don't understand it all.  Anyway, on to End Time events.  
                                  
End of the Age Events;  
The end of the Age or End Time is the end of the Church Age, the modern age or The Age of Grace.  When the 
age ends, life as we know it will also end.  For us believers, it will be glorious yet for unbelievers, not so much. 
There is an interconnection of the four biblical End Time events that are coming in succession.  I feel we are 
getting close to the onset of these events.  However, that timing again is just my gut feeling or dumb guess.  
Don’t take any dumb guesses seriously.  The four events, in order of occurrence, are; the Rapture, the 
Tribulation, the Second Coming, and the Millennium Kingdom.  A point to remember is that we believers are 
only going to experience the first event, the Rapture.  After the Rapture comes the seven-year Tribulation and 
next is the Second Coming of Jesus and lastly the Millennial Kingdom.  

The Rapture;   
The Rapture is where believers are going to be taken up from Earth to be with Jesus and it will be indescribably 
wonderful as all of our earthly conditions and concerns will be resolved.  Also, at the Rapture, our bodies will 
be renewed and magnificent as well as those believers who have already died in the Church Age because they 
too are going to get new bodies at this time.  Probably not everyone will get the same rewards, but I sure do like
your odds if you are a Christian who is contributing to making new Christians.  This wonderful gathering up of 
us believers and our going up to be with Jesus happens right before the Tribulation and it is all for our benefit.  
It is debated among guessers if the Rapture will occur pre, mid, or post-Tribulation.  I like pre because of 
Revelation 3:10  That makes it plain enough for me.  But the Rapture is all about us, the Church saints, 
believers or The Body of Christ in our age, The Age of Grace.  We are going to be rewarded beyond our wildest
imaginings.  Now there is a technically enticing if academic aspect to the Rapture and that is the timing; No one
knows when the Rapture will occur.  Scripture says, (paraphrased) that the angels don't know when, not even 
the Son, just The Father. Matthew 24:36  Perhaps it is because we are not supposed to know when the Rapture 
is coming, that is why people have given lots of time and effort to trying to figure out when it is coming.  I 
know, I know, I know, that's dumb.  Seeking the unknowable is too dumb for me, beyond my stupid quotient, or
anything which is just too stupid to discuss.  I bet space-faring aliens don't speak to us because humans are 
beyond their stupid quotient.  Anyway, Jesus instructs us to just always be ready for the Rapture.  Luke 12:39-
40  So, preparation beats 'guestimation' and I recommend that we all are 'sitting on ready' for the Rapture.  Luke
17:34-35  It is not important to know when.  Whether considering the onset of the Rapture or anything not 
specifically nailed down in the Bible, I suggest you simply remain a biblical pan-realist about things unknown.  
Whatever way it pans out will be fine for those of us who trust God.  Guesses don't count for anything in reality 
and whereas it can be great fun to guess, don't take yourself too seriously.  If all the overly serious guessers left 
town in-mass today maybe for something like a New World Biblical Guesser's Convention, I bet only two or 
three people would notice their absence.  So, how seriously should we be taking our little guesses?  Jesus said 
(paraphrased) there are to be absolutely no signs and you do not know when the Rapture will come upon the 
world. Matthew 24:42-44  So, no one knows the actual when or the date of the Rapture except the Father.  
Repeating, regarding matters not specifically nailed down in the Bible, just remain a biblical pan-realist, 
whatever way it pans out will be fine with us because we trust God.  The popular book series Left Behind 
speculated upon the Rapture.  I don't think that it will be simply an involuntary rise into the sky.  I suspect that it
will be people passing from our physical form into the spiritual or advanced interdimensional form which will 
allow us to travel inter-dimensionally and likely to have great knowledge that was hidden from us during our 
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physical life.  God and His angels are spiritual creatures and Jesus has said that at the Rapture we will be like 
the angels in Heaven, spiritual beings I assume. Matthew 22:30  That is certainly cool with me.  
                    
The Tribulation;  
The Tribulation is not for us believers.  It is for Jesus to handle unfinished business with the Nation of Israel and
of course, for the remaining unbelievers of the world.  There are signs for the onset of the Tribulation although 
we do not know exactly when the Tribulation starts.  Many Christians think that certain events in fairly recent 
world history are signs for the onset of the Tribulation, like the HIV and Ebola plagues or WW1 and WW2.  
Luke 21:8-11, Matthew 24:4-8 and Mark 13:5-8.  Well, that is a great big-old guess; maybe and maybe not.  We
can only be sure that the Tribulation will come as a surprise.  The lead-up to the Tribulation could be fast, slow 
or anything in between, but the closer it gets, the closer is the Rapture which will take us Christians away from 
earth with Jesus.  If we feel that End Time events are drawing near, this means that there is greater urgency to 
carry out the Great Commission.  Remember Jesus said He will be with us (believers) to the end.  "And surely, I
am with you always, to the very end of the age."  Matthew 28:19-20  That means the Age of Grace. "The times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising Him from the dead." Acts 17:30-31  That sure sounds to me like Jesus is the 
final word on the subject.  I have often thought that we believers should get tattoos on the bottom of our feet 
saying; “We told you so. You were warned."  No, not really, just a little school boy humor from my childhood.  
 
"Therefore, I say unto you, the Kingdom of God shall be taken away from you and shall be given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to pieces and it will crush 
anyone it falls on" Matthew 21:43-44  Jesus is telling the Jewish leadership that the Kingdom of God is 
withdrawn from them and will be given to another generation of Israel and that will be the generation at the 
time of the Tribulation.  This has nothing to do with the Church.  This is separate from God's plans for the 
Church.  Also, he is saying here that He offers mercy now, but later he will apply judgment on those who have 
not accepted His forgiveness.  Jesus, the cornerstone, will become a destructive force to all those who have not 
accepted His forgiveness.  Maybe you should accept His forgiveness now, before 'too late' sweeps over the earth
like a super-fast pyroclastic flow from hell.  Restating this; Israel is always treated as a separate entity unto 
itself by God.  Israel has unique relationships and unfulfilled covenants with God, which is none of our Gentile 
business and the smart money (so to speak) is always on God keeping His word about anything He has said.  

Notice in the Synoptics where they are reporting what Jesus said about the End Times, they each say that there 
will be nation against nation wars, earthquakes, and famines.  Mark 13:4-8, Matthew 24:3-7 and Luke 21:7-11.  
They each point this out, however, it is only Luke in 21:12-16 who notes; "But before all these things..."  So 
here Luke is quoting Jesus about events that will happen before the nation against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom Tribulation wars and only Luke mentions the "before events".  Below is a listing of the prophecies 
Jesus enumerated and Luke recorded.  This looks to me like He is speaking about things happening to believers 
on a personal level right here.  Jesus is referencing us believers as "they" in the prophecies below; 
 
1) They will be rejected by the Jews and the Gentiles. 
2) They will be persecuted because of their belief in Jesus.
3) Their persecutions will provide opportunities for Divine testimony.  
4) They will be given Divine guidance to speak before public judgments.  
5) They will be betrayed by their own families, hated by all and some of them will be put to death.  
6) The Gospel will be proclaimed throughout the world.  
7) By standing firm, their salvation is assured.  
  
I have looked for but not seen these kinds of things happening to Christians on a grand scale before WW1 and 
WW2.  Nor have we seen any worldwide earthquakes and famines that will accompany the Tribulation, or 
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maybe pre-Tribulation world wars. Matthew 24:6-7 Although it is easy to imagine wars accompanying famines 
as populations begin to starve.  He also said that the end will not follow immediately.  All of which makes me 
think we have not yet seen the "nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom" pre-Tribulation wars yet, 
even though it is tempting to think of WW1 and WW2 as that sign because they were so big.  Of course, there is
often ongoing ethnic cleansing of people and some of them happen to be Christian; like the Armenians in 1915 
who were used as government scapegoats.  It seems to me that this genocide was politically motivated, not 
related to their belief in Jesus.  That was likely a smaller genocide compared to the pre-Tribulation wars 
referred to in the Bible (my guess).  Still, I stress, we just do not know if any such recent history is part of the 
pre-Tribulation signs that Luke reports; maybe and maybe not.  That's my guess…I mean astute commentary.  

When the Tribulation hits, there will be normal conditions on earth; marrying and giving gifts, eating and 
drinking, that sounds pretty normal to me.  The Tribulation will hit suddenly while it is not expected.  Also, the 
Tribulation is sharply divided into two halves.  The first half seems not so bad with escalating persecution of 
church members and general evil deeds.  However, this first half is just a preview for the much more severe 
second half.  So, in our morally declining world, we might just silently slide down into the Tribulation.  You 
might be able to miss the onset of the Tribulation if you are incredibly busy with your life or well-insulated by 
affluence and don't generally pay attention to cataclysmic world events like the missing people who have been 
Raptured.  Well, perhaps I should upgrade my estimation of the requirements for not noticing the onset of the 
Tribulation.  Maybe if you have Alzheimer's, you might not notice.  Anyway, we don't know if we are even 
supposed to notice the onset of the Tribulation.  God could use the mechanism of a veil over all of us so we 
don't notice the missing who have been Raptured if that suits Him.  God could do a whole lot of stuff that we 
have never even considered, so don't bother spending a lot of time thinking about it.  In any case, the start of the
second half of the Tribulation will be huge and I suspect there will be no one missing that.  Note; the term 
"Great Tribulation" refers to the second half of the seven-year tribulation.  The second three and a half years 
which will be the most severe part when the seven trumpet and bowl judgments will occur. 

The first half of the Tribulation begins with the signing of a seven-year peace treaty (another seven) between 
Israel and several of her neighbors. Daniel 9:26-27  Many biblical scholars think that this will be accomplished 
by a skillful male Politician.  Everyone will be astonished by this man's ability and he seems to want the same 
peace we all want.  But he is, in fact, the Antichrist or the fake Christ from Scripture.  In the first half of the 
Tribulation the Antichrist will look great.  He will likely originate from Europe, my guess.  Some Christians 
think that he will arise out of the Vatican, not necessarily the Papacy.  That represents as good a guess as any.  
We just don't know and we don't need to know.  He could also be a European politician with good credentials.  
When he arrives on the Scene and forges a comprehensive peace in the Middle East he will look like a God-
sent.  Some of the Israelis might start to think, maybe he is The Messiah.  His seven-year peace treaty between 
Israel and her neighbors will seem like a final solution if you will excuse the inadvertent reference and he will 
have the extermination of the Jews clandestinely in mind, yet another extermination atempt for them coming up.
With the signing of the seven-year peace treaty, now the Tribulation will be officially commencing.  
  
A Couple of Tribulation Side Points; 
Here are a few side points of the Tribulation, often overlooked; First; just as the Jewish leaders once led the 
Nation of Israel to reject Jesus as The Messiah, the Jews, likely the leaders, are going to have to lead Israel to 
the acceptance of Jesus as The Messiah.  "For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say; 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." Matthew 23:39  That is a biblical Jewish greeting for The 
Messiah.  So, the Second Coming of Christ is dependent upon the Jewish leadership, asking Him to return by 
saying; "Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." Psalm 118:26  The Second Coming of Christ is in 
the hands of the Jewish religious leadership (oh no).  If it seems unimaginable that the Jewish leadership would 
ask Jesus to return as Messiah, they will and He will in the last days of the Tribulation. Hosea 5:15  I was 
kidding with the 'oh no'.  Christ will return and scripture will always be fulfilled.  
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The second side point is gigantic and I am not completely convinced that it is a Tribulation issue, but it is 
cataclysmic, in your face, and the timing is suspicious.  There are earth-shaking changes that will occur in about
thirty years.  This because global warming, ice melt, and ocean rise will coerce global population redistribution 
and, domino like, compel physical then political changes upon us all.  The current socioeconomic political 
balancing acts which empower the rich and suppress the poor will likely prove unsustainable right about then.  
Ocean rise is setting the world stage for huge changes.  This sure looks to me like a suspect time for the 
Tribulation to kick in and why the heck are we not seeing desperately vulnerable countries enacting large-scale 
preparations to abandon lowlands and resettle populations on higher ground?  The stress of forced worldwide 
population redistribution will create a golden opportunity for the recently appearing right wing power-lust to 
faux pas from the mindless Big Lie, loose their footing and to fall into the End times (my guess).  Point of 
order; MAGA is completely demonic because it is all based on lies and coercion.  The MAGA crowd who 
swoon at their own non sequitur delusion would likely be only too delighted to take over the world and gas 
millions of people who don’t agree with them, I bet they would want to start with the Jews.  Again.  Well, 
Christians will not let that happen in America and Israel can defend itself but others can’t.  Such bigoted ideas 
seem ridiculous today, but they may not be such a stretch by 2053 with huge and rapid worldwide reductions in 
everyone’s standard of living caused by ocean rise and perhaps helped along by a timely arrival of the 
Antichrist who will consolidate all evil on the earth.  In the End Times, the Bible says that many people will fall
under a potent delusional spell of the Antichrist who will organize a world government hostile to God, which 
sure sounds like a home base for the MAGA crowd to me.  You can easily imagine minimally competent 
MAGA people jumping with both feet into any demonic cause which secures them huge power. 2 
Thessalonians 2:9-12  It seems to me that Satan is already getting a head start on gathering his minions for the 
End Times.  Recall the palpable and certifiably insane power-lust right out in the open after the 2020 election 
losses and it can still be seen in MAGA's winking at both the Ku Klux Klan and the mind numbingly irrational 
QAnon drivel which seems perilously close to a Satanic religion.  It doesn’t need to make sense; it only needs to
supply power to the incompetent.  Astonishingly, many people are sleepwalking, bumbling right into it because 
no one wants MAGA to train its hostility guns on themselves like they were pointed at the 2020 election 
workers.  If ocean rise evolves into a world food shortage, it will be due to power lust and it will probably occur
within the lifetime of your grandchildren.  Ocean rise is a certainty and cannot be mitigated.  I bet the current 
crop of MAGA lunatics will be delighted to blame any financial calamities on the Jews or the Blacks or any 
other convenient bystanders, just like the Nazis did.  Acquiescence to evil as if that were the only choice is 
profoundly simple minded and sinful.  In 2023 we are all able to refuse to throw in with any fringe group who 
both blame and want to exterminate convenient groups of our neighbors.  But you must realize that in a time of 
worldwide rapidly declining food supply and standard of living, your grandchildren will not have that option.  
They will have to declare themselves either for Jesus or for Satan; For Jesus, see Philippians 4:8.  For Satan will
include the Faustian bargain of having to receive the beast’s mark.  There will be nation against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom wars. Matthew 24:6-7  We need to stand up for Jesus and confront evil now while it 
is still week enough to be deferred.  Evil which today is scandalous and almost comic can quickly become 
dominant and catastrophic because of financial distress due to ocean rise resettlement.  MAGA sure looks to me
like the prime catalyst for such a future evil.  Ocean rise is setting the stage, sneaking up on us and it is the 
biggest physical red flag of our time and MAGA is the spiritual red flag which encourages demonic forces to 
grow and they just might take over if the sane people of the world don’t join together and stop them.  

There are more than two billion people living within a few inches of ocean level.  The global mechanism of 
temperature-rise and ice melt has been set irreversibly in motion, and when the situation gets grave, about 2050 
or so, America will be too stressed-out resettling our own populations being flooded out to higher ground in 
Florida and Louisiana.  America has plenty of higher ground but other countries do not.  How much of our 
dwindling resources will we be willing and able to expend helping the people of China, Bangladesh, or India?  
Ocean rise ice melt is a catastrophic monster about the size of Jupiter barreling down on us in plain sight, 
hugely more serious than is appreciated in 2023.  It is gathering speed like a paralyzing silent-dream bullet train.
The current stupid blind political denial is voluntary napping on the railroad tracks and will likely prove to be 
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the most lethal of humanities' chronic karmic ineptitudes.  We are mired in our old ways of greed and hording 
which are stunningly inappropriate to the current planet-wide reality.  It seems to me that world-wide revolution
or End Time wars are looming.  The mad power brokers, the Kim Jong Un types, will do anything at all 
including launching nukes, to maintain their financial advantage a few years longer.  Like Agamemnon, we are 
all stranded on a world demented with irrationality and sliding into extinction faster than the natives are 
perceiving the increasing momentum.  Agamemnon was always fated to pay for his father's misdeeds as our 
grandchildren will pay for our degrading of the planet.  I implore you to wake up to Jesus and to the plight of 
our little planet, The Only Planet of Choice, if that book is to be believed.  Thankfully God already placed us 
here on this perfectly good planet and right now we all desperately need to get to work preserving it.  Preventive
measures fairly soon will be too late as overwhelming populations in China, India and Bangladesh become 
flooded out and there is no higher ground for them to relocate to.  So, where do you think they going to go?
                
A last Tribulation Side Point 
Because of the prophetic End Time famines, Matthew 24:7, there are some current aspects of world food 
production which are looking more and more like red flags to me.  I personally do not think that GMO foods are
'Frankenstein-foods'.  That is, it is not reasonable to view them as science creating monsters.  Still, there is a 
worrisome aspect to our current industrialized agriculture and that is our increasing dependence upon only four 
seeds for practically all human plant food.  The four staple crops are wheat, corn, rice, and soybeans.  These 
crops have become more and more universally hybridized.  Also, as world farming production has become more
industrialized, we have altered the microbiomes of our soils and we don't know to what effect.  So, we have all 
become dependent upon the same four seeds grown in increasingly biologically altered and depleted soils.  This 
is a huge red flag.  It surely looks to me like we are setting ourselves up so that something unforeseen today can 
crash the entire planet into a huge famine similar to, but much worse than the Great Potato Famine of Ireland.  
Yet another red flag side point is the massive overuse of antibiotics in animal farming, specifically cattle, 
chickens and hogs.  This is introducing antibiotic-resistant bacteria into our soil and groundwater.  We are likely
sowing the seeds of our own destruction similar to our irrational overuse of pesticides which weaken and 
exterminate the bees (colony collapse disorder) who pollinate about a third or more of all human plant food.  
Any of these situations could disrupt a huge portion of world food production.  These are grave vulnerabilities.  
It takes little imagination to see that if vast crop failures strike, there would not be time to compensate.  There 
would be many food wars popping up and then intensifying as populations starve.  It seems practical and 
prudent that the world should store up seven years of food for the Tribulation as Daniel did in preparation for 
his own seven-year famine (another seven). Genesis 41  Of course, we believers don't need to store up food for 
the Tribulation because we will be gloriously Raptured by the time the Tribulation sweeps over the earth.  

Ready For the End Time?   
This side point concerns the third Jewish Temple; A massive point of Jewish eschatology which carries 
worldwide catastrophic implications concerns the Jewish third Temple.  Does it not seem that President Trump's
declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the moving of our embassy dovetails alarmingly with long-
held Zionist strategy to remove the remaining Palestinians from Jerusalem and to build their third Temple? 
(jewishvoice.org) The third Temple is consistent with the End Times.  Also, see anything related to; Beit 
haMikdash haShlishi, Hebrew for The House, the Holy, the Third.  So, Trump, probably unconsciously, set in 
motion conditions that will advance the End Times.  I hope this will be the very last we hear of him and his 
historical contribution; an astonishingly corrupt smash-and-grab racist presidency and his simple minded, 
demonic MAGA movement for the incompetent.  

A personal thought, which is not a red flag or related to the End Times is the desire of people to know more 
about the Bible; There are many super-smart academic Christians who devote lots of time to in-depth Bible 
study.  Some publish delightful, powerful insights and others get scholarly producing not as much satisfaction 
for new Christians to read.  More to the point, there is a huge amount of high level, high-quality work ongoing 
as well as already published.  See New Testament Commentary Survey by D. A. Carson for a wonderful 
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resource summery.  If you like that sort of thing, there is plenty of really cool stuff to read.  This little book is 
just showing you the equivalent of you scratching the surface of a planetoid with your fingernail, there is a 
whole lot more yet to see both in your Harmony book and beyond.  Also, there are criticisms of A Harmony of 
the Gospels, however the most game stab at academic reproach employs flimsy "what if" reasoning and falls far
short of credibility.  There is; Source Criticism, Form Criticism and Redaction Criticism.  If you are curious 
about these subjects, go right ahead and dive in.  I will caution you that they are all simply guesswork 
disapprovals and contain no primary source material.  This is what exists for Harmony criticisms.  If you are 
overwhelmingly curious to read this stuff, please remember not to blame me for a surprising lack of substance.  

OK, in the second Half of the Tribulation or the Great Tribulation things are going to become much worse. 
Matthew 24:15-31, Mark 13:14-27  This occurs after the restoration of Israel to their ancestral land and will be 
followed directly by the Second Coming of The Messiah.  The people of Israel will be returned to their ancestral
land and will also become more prosperous and numerus before the tribulation. Deuteronomy 30:5  The big 
kick-off event for the second half or the Great Tribulation (sorry if that sounds like a football game) is when the
Antichrist goes crazy, stark raving mad.  Halfway into the seven-year peace treaty, three and a half years, he 
will take over the Jewish temple (the third Jewish Temple, not even built at this writing), seat himself in the 
Holy of Holies and declare himself to be 'God'. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.  I know that sounds unbelievably absurd 
but no kidding, this will actually happen.  After this wake-up call everyone recognizes too late that he is the 
Antichrist, empowered by Satan and biblical prophecy.  The second half or the Great Tribulation is now on.  
One result of the Antichrist taking over the temple will be 'the flight of Israel'.  Israel, or at least a large group of
Israelis, will flee the land and find God's protection in "the mountains for the duration of the Tribulation".  
There are modest mountains in the middle eastern desert.  In Revelation 12:6 you can see; "The woman fled 
into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days."  Here the 
woman is symbolic of Israel and 1260 days is exactly three and one-half years.  That is, of course, using the 
standard biblical lunar year which is 360 days.  These Israelis who flee are known as the 'remnant' and are still 
in disbelief of Jesus as The Messiah.  This Tribulation remnant of Israelis will be converted and accept Jesus as 
their Messiah right before He makes His appearance at the Second Coming.  This will be three and a half years 
beyond the mid-Tribulation dramatic Antichrist event when the Antichrist will seat himself in the Holy of 
Holies and declare himself to be 'God'.  So, the first three and a half years plus the second three and a half years,
or the Great Tribulation, makes a total of seven years of Tribulation.  In Israel's flight, there will be extreme 
urgency.  "Therefore, when you see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place (let the reader understand) then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains…" And it will be
more difficult…for women who are pregnant and for those who have nursing infants to carry in those days!  
And pray that your flight may not be in the winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great Tribulation, 
such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor never shall be".  Matthew. 24:15-
21  So, they must run and go immediately.  Huge and horrible bowl judgments will be dumped upon the earth 
one after the other.  There is a brief but potent description of this in Revelation 15-16.  (Happily, we believers 
have all been Raptured by now.)  Below is a listing of the three potential difficulties for the flight of Israel or 
the 'remnant' Jews that Jesus mentioned, depending upon the timing, of course.  
  1) It will be more difficult for those who are pregnant or 
      for those who have nursing infants to carry.  
  2) It will be even more difficult if it happens in winter.
  3) It will be more difficult if it happens on the Sabbath.  

The Sabbath difficulty is, I assume, because there is no public transportation in Israel on the Sabbath.  I have 
imagined and it seems reasonable to me that Israel might build some sort of automated train system which they 
could activate on the Sabbath in emergencies.  After all, the electricity, telephone, fire, police and military 
services all run on Sabbath.  Currently, in Israel trains do not run on the Sabbath or Jewish holidays.  But the 
Jews don't believe in the Gospels, so why build an automated train for such an eventuality?  Repeating this; In 
the second half of the Tribulation, many fall under a potent delusional spell of the Antichrist who will organize 
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a world government hostile to God. 2 Thessalonians 2: 9-12  Also, there will be an escalation of the most severe
worldwide antisemitism as Satan will launch his last best effort to wipe out the Jews. Zechariah 12:2-3  Satan 
knows that the Second Coming of Christ is dependent upon the Jews asking Jesus to return.  So, if he can 
destroy the Jews before they can change their minds and ask Christ to return, then Christ will not return and 
Satan's position as prince of this world is secured.  Yet Israel will survive.  It will be a time of false messiahs 
and false prophets (Matthew 24:24-25) who will perform spectacular counterfeit miracles.  Specifically, I feel 
that they will perform the 'messianic miracles'.  I am guessing (a second dumb guess or gut feeling here) that the
'messianic miracles' will be performed and offered to the public as proof of Messiahship by the bogus Messiahs.
If so, what do you bet that cable news will be right there to help out the false Messiahs by re-showing those 
events in nauseating redundancy?  Of course, that whole scenario of the false Messiahs performing the specific 
'messianic miracles' is still just my dumb guess.  False Messiahs performing counterfeit miracles is biblical and 
factual, however, there is nothing biblical to back up my dumb guess of them performing the specific 'messianic
miracles'.  This just seems to me to be what they will perpetrate because many people do not realize that the 
'messianic miracles' have always been a false Pharisaic concept.  Christians generally don't pay attention to 
Jewish theology, but this is a point worth remembering for anyone who might be present for the Tribulation.  
     
The Second Coming;   
When The Second Coming occurs, everyone remaining on the planet will see Jesus coming on clouds of 
Heaven, in great glory. Mark 13:26 Jesus has said that a huge lament will burst forth at the moment He appears 
because people will realize it is now too late to accept Jesus. Matthew 24:28  Judgment is here.  If you have not 
accepted Jesus' offer of Grace by then it will be too late.  Grace is canceled and off the table when He appears 
and hence the huge lament.  When the Second Coming occurs, "all men will see it."  The place of the Second 
Coming is "Wheresoever the carcass is, there will vultures be gathered together." Matthew 24:28  Some 
translations use eagles, but I like vultures with a carcass because that sounds more contextually appropriate, 
even though Eagles do scavenge on dead animals opportunistically.  Many Christians think that “vultures, 
gathered together” means numerous signs of the End Times clustered together and "these signs indicate that the 
end is near." Matthew 24:28 NLT  The carcass likely represents Israel and it seems that the also plural Gentile 
armies represent more signs of Second Coming at the end of the Tribulation.  "Where the carcass is, that is 
where they gather."  These signs indicate that the end is near and where the Second Coming of Christ will be. 
Matthew 24:28  That place is likely the old Nabataean capital city of Bozrah (Hebrew) or Petra (Greek) which 
was the capital city of old Edom.  Today It is an archeological site known as Petra in southern Jordan and most 
of us have seen the famous entryway into the ancient city in an Indiana Jones movie.  The long narrow 
passageway with the towering rock walls that the movie characters rode horses through.  It leads to that false 
Roman building front and then just beyond that is the much larger ancient ruin of the city.  Inside that big 
Roman façade is only a modest-size room, nothing like the vast cavern portrayed in the Indiana Jones movie.  If
that ancient city ruin is where the remnant of Israel will be protected in the last half of the Tribulation, it sure 
doesn't look to me like a couple of hundred thousand people could live next to that ancient city ruin in the 
desert, so no doubt there is more to the story.  It would be ridiculously trivial for the creator of the universe to 
alter the physical circumstances around the ancient ruin so that a large group of His people could live there… or
any place on Earth.  "The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God…"Revelation 12:6  I 
think this indicates God will prepare a place on Earth for them when He needs to.  Just like He has already 
prepared a place for us in Heaven and nothing in the universe can cancel or weaken what He has prepared for us
believers in Heaven.  We don’t need to know right now what any of that will look like.  Do we?  Often there is 
so much more to the story than what the Bible tells us and almost everyone wants to know everything, so lots of
people make up the rest of the story.  They make up their best guesses and then argue and debate each other as 
to whose guess is more likely.  I submit that it is more judicious to simply be a biblical pan-realist, whatever 
way it pans out will be fine for all of us who trust God.  It is all going to be just fine for those of us who trust 
Him and that is most definitely not a guess. Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 37:4-5, Isaiah 26:3-4 
  
Before we get into the actual arrival of Jesus at the Second Coming, look to what Jesus says when He answers 
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the question: "What is the sign that the Second Coming is about to occur?" Matthew 24:3, Luke 21:7, Mark 13:4
This will be at the end of the Tribulation when we believers will have already been Raptured seven years prior.  
Anyway, there will be a total unnatural blackout such that there will be no light from sun, moon or stars.  
Maybe this will be like a deep cave or a sensory deprivation chamber, I am guessing kind of spooky.  This is 
right at the absolute end of the Tribulation.  Second, there will be great confusion upon the Earth.  "and upon 
the Earth distress of nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the billows, men fainting for fear and 
for expectation of the things which are coming upon the world.  And then shall appear the sign of The Son of 
Man." Luke 21:25-27  That sign is the Shekinah (shi-KEE-nuh) glory light.  So, from absolutely pitch black, all 
of a sudden there is Shekinah glory light, which is light of God, not like the sun, or stars or any electric light 
you have ever seen.  Different light.  This glory of God light will be as magnificent as the darkness was spooky.
A bit of editorializing there on the character of the light.  Anyway, this glory of God light will be seen 
throughout the world "every eye will see him". Revelation 1:7  So, even though Christ returns to one physical 
spot on Earth, which is likely Petra, the glory of God light will be seen throughout the world.  With this sign 
comes the Second Coming itself.  "...and they shall see The Son of Man coming on clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory."  Matthew 24:30  This will be jaw-dropping, way bigger than anything you have ever 
imagined.  I bet there will be no need for cable News to broadcast it, even though they likely will if any of them 
are still functioning at this late stage of events.  All earthly stuff becomes instantly and categorically worthless 
at the Second Coming and believers will enter the Kingdom of God.  Those people who are all about their 
earthly wealth will be completely unprepared for this and will be overtaken by judgment.  
     
The Millennial Kingdom; 
The Millennial Kingdom is the name given to the future one-thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ here on the 
Earth.  What the first Adam forfeited, direct rule of God, the last Adam, Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:45-47) will 
procure as the God-king from His throne in Jerusalem.  So, it seems likely that Jesus was the stand-in for Adam 
who failed and sinned.  Jesus voluntarily conquered both sin and death for us.  This event will be glorious and 
all believers are invited to the party.  The Millennial Kingdom is expressly defined as being one thousand years 
long. Revelation 20:2-6  The Gospel also declares that when Christ returns to the Earth, He will establish 
Himself as king in Jerusalem and sit on the throne of David. Luke 1:32-33  That means to assume actual 
kingship over Israel.  In the Millennial Kingdom, the four unfulfilled Jewish covenants will be fulfilled.  This 
requires the literal, physical return of The King, Jesus Christ, to establish this Kingdom here and He most 
certainly will.  

The four unfulfilled Jewish Covenants;    
-The Abrahamic Covenant; Promised God's blessing upon Abraham, to make his name great and to make his 
progeny into a great nation.  It pledged that Abraham's seed would become a great nation and possess the 
Promised Land with specific borders.  While that nation -Israel- exists, it has never possessed all of the 
Promised Land.  So, for this promise to be fulfilled, it must occur in the future. Genesis 12:1-3, 13:15 and 17. 

-The Palestinian or Mosaic Covenant; God's promise to scatter Israel if they disobeyed God, then to regather 
them at a later time.  This covenant has been fulfilled one and a half times.  First was the Babylonian Captivity 
with the later rebuilding of Jerusalem.  Then, was the judgment of Jerusalem in AD 70 and the reinstatement 
started in 1948.  However, the worldwide regathering of the Jews still awaits fulfillment. Deuteronomy 30:1-10 

-The Davidic Covenant; This Covenant promised four eternal items: an eternal house (a dynasty), an eternal 
throne, an eternal kingdom, and an eternal Person.  The Dynasty is eternal because of Jesus.  That makes the 
Throne (the kingship) and the Kingdom eternal.  But Jesus has not yet sat on the Throne of David, i.e. taken 
over the earthly rule of Israel.  The re-establishment of the Davidic Throne or kingship over Israel with The 
Messiah as the Earthly ruler still needs to be fulfilled. 2 Samuel 7:8-16  

-The New Covenant; This Covenant ties together the OT and the New Testament.  Jesus' grace is referred to in 
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the OT. Jeremiah 31:31-34 Grace is salvation for all persons upon the earth.  There is one mediator between 
God and men, Jesus.  All salvation comes through Christ, including every single Jew in Israel or anywhere.  
Israel's salvation occurs at the end of the Tribulation when most of Israel will accept Jesus as Messiah. Romans 
11:25-27  Because the tribulation is in the future, the salvation of Israel is as of yet a huge unfulfilled promise.  
              
The Messianic Kingdom includes the unfulfilled promises of the Jewish covenants mentioned above and also 
there are also some undetermined biblical items in the End Time prophecies, mostly in Daniel.  These are sticky
academic subjects for advanced study and strong opinions prevail.  Still, we do not need to know every detail of
God’s plan right now.  Do we?  This is a big deal to serious biblical scholars I assume because some of the 
biblical language is cryptic.  Point of order; Trust in God always beats speculation.  Full stop.  God will settle 
all matters in His own time and everything in scripture will always be fulfilled.  No one needs to speculate 
about that.  There are likely things that we just don't know and we don't need to know.  Be assured Jesus surely 
invites everyone to the party.  After the rapture, all people who have heard and rejected God's call to Jesus will 
enter the Tribulation.  Repeating this; In the second half of the Tribulation, God will allow many people to fall 
under a potent delusional spell of the Antichrist.  Again see; 2 Thessalonians 2: 9-12  The result will be that the 
Antichrist and his spell will be allowed to deceive and control masses of people who remain on earth at that 
time and they will become his servants, assisting him with demonic events during the Great Tribulation.  Very 
many people on earth will be mesmerized and led by the Antichrist.  You don’t want to be here for that.  
Imagine something like QAnan x 10500 and they will be running everything on earth demonically.  Again, 
believers are not going to be here for that, we will all have all been Raptured.  

So, the four unfulfilled Jewish covenants will be fulfilled by the time of the Second Coming.  This includes that 
the Jews will be re-gathered, Deuteronomy 30:3, Mark 13:27, converted to Christ, Zechariah 12:10-14 and 
restored to their land under the earthly rule of The Messiah. Isaiah 40-66  So, although the Jews are free to 
accept Jesus now there is a plan to gather them up for Jesus in the End Times and that makes me think that not 
too many of them are going to accept Jesus before the End Times.  Anyway, the Bible speaks of conditions on 
Earth during the millennium kingdom as perfect and peaceful environmentally and also spiritually different, 
actually better than has ever existed on Earth before.  Currently, there is sickness and death in the world because
our world a fallen world, a sinful world.  But God will banish all sickness and death in the Millennial Kingdom!
How do you like them apples?  So to speak.  It will be a time of peace, Micah 4:2-4, Isaiah 32:17-18, joy, Isaiah
61:7, and comfort, Isaiah 40:1-2  Again, only believers will enter the Millennial Kingdom.  Christ will rule 
Christians and Jews as king, Isaiah 9:3-7, 11:1-10.  Jerusalem will be the geopolitical center of gravity in the 
world. Zechariah 8:3  Restating this point: The fulfillment of The Jewish covenants and prophecies rests on the 
actual physical, kingdom under the actual physical presents of our Messiah, Jesus Christ.  There is no reason to 
take a stab at denying the literal interpretation of the Millennial Kingdom or of its duration as being one 
thousand years as a few biblically oblivious and well-publicized doubters have attempted, seemingly so that 
they could have their fifteen minutes of fame.  Again, just be a pan-realist about anything not clearly enough 
defined in the Bible for you.  What is not clear to you personally may be clear to others.  Regardless of one's 
level of understanding, however it pans out will be fine with all people who trust God and that is not a guess.  
God never pulls any nasty shenanigans on His children (Christians) or His people (the Jews).  He will keep His 
word and reward both of us beyond our imagines and we have Jesus' word on that.  The word of God most 
definitely beats any words of men and is more than good enough for this little tiny servant of God.  
                           
In the Meantime 
Now that you know that Jesus is real and God wants you to be happy and doesn't mind if you are successful just
not arrogant, your life will get better over the next couple of years as your understanding of God's word (the 
Bible) improves.  Keep Jesus in the front of your consciousness so that you take Him with you everywhere you 
go.  Do not leave Him on the desk with your Bible.  Truth must be applied to have context in the physical 
world.  Giving Jesus context in the physical world is the least we can do for Him considering His huge sacrifice 
He has already done for us.  Keep asking your heavenly Father for His Holy Spirit's wisdom and things will 
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start going your way.  You should be happy and satisfied while waiting upon the Lord because you know that 
He will give you whatever you have asked.  Live by faith which is powerful, not by emotions which are frail 
and flighty.  Be happy and trusting while waiting upon The Lord.  His gifts are coming, don't worry about 
when.  Once things start going your way, then what?  The most important thing you will ever do in this life, 
after acceptance of Jesus, is to participate in Jesus' command regarding the Great Commission.  This was when 
Jesus said; "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation, to the ends of the Earth." Mark 16:15  
Previously He would send His disciples out only to the "lost children of Israel".  Now, after His Resurrection, 
He sends them out to all people and He also instructs them to "teach them to obey the commandments" (not 
suggestions) "I have given you".  So, there is to be one Church, one Body of believers or The Body of Christ.  
Lastly, He tells them and us "Surely I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Matthew 28:20  Of 
specific interest here is that this global campaign plan is His only plan.  There is no Plan B and there is no god 
B, only the one.  This is it for us.  So, bring your 'A Game' and your 'Game Face', there is work to be done.  
Christianity is active, not passive.  We must practice our faith, work on it and pray for more daily.  Making new 
Christians is a higher position than just being a believer.  Contributor is a higher position than spectator and will
earn you more rewards. It’s like having much better seats at the game.  "Knowing is not enough; we must apply.
Willing is not enough; we must do." Goethe  The plan of God is that we do the work of bringing people to 
Jesus. James 2:26  We need both faith and actions.  God is a planner/doer whereas people are usually just 
reacting to circumstances.  After some practice you can convert and become more of a planner/doer than just a 
spectator.  Today has been given to you by God, but not tomorrow.  So, do a little something constructive every 
day for the Kingdom of Heaven and stay sharp because the devil likes to pull tricks on us.  Like causing you to 
forget to have faith in God because you can become too busy doing good works for Him. James 2:19-24  Faith 
is more important than good works and if we concentrate too much on good works, they can become busywork. 
Hosea 6:6  We are not saved by works but for works. Ephesians 2:8-10  Stay sharp for God.  He always knows 
the difference between our sincerely seeking to do His will and our merely checking off another box on a 
spiritual to-do list.  Ask Him for help with a little prayer, something like; "Lord you have the Divine right to 
direct me regarding what I should do.  I ask you for more faith and for direction to do your will.  I do not have 
great ability, but I know that with you Lord anything is possible.  Stay close to me, Father, and please use your 
little servant for thy will."  Trust God above and beyond your knowledge and insecurities.  Think of your life as 
an extended camping expedition.  We are just camping out here on Earth for the time being; our real life will 
begin after we leave this temporary body to inhabit our resurrection body and to be with God.  
     
At one point in the Gospels, there was a man who wanted to follow Jesus but he claimed that he needed to bury 
his father first. Matthew 8:21-22 Jesus said to leave the (spiritually) dead to bury their own dead, meaning the 
work of salvation is more urgent than worldly things.  Once you start sharing the salvation good news, it 
gradually becomes the most important thing in your life.  This is appropriate because sharing the salvation news
absolutely is the most important thing anyone can ever do on Earth.  Full Stop.  Saving souls into eternal life 
with God will store up rewards for you in Heaven.  God loves it when we save souls into eternal life.  In fact, I 
would say that this is the key to His heart, so to speak.  If you want to please God, have faith in Him and figure 
out some way to save souls into eternal life.  You can work through your local church, join a missionary group, 
or try something new that you dream up yourself.  God will joyfully send you whatever direction you need if 
you are doing his will.  You will discover that this is the most valuable activity you can possibly perform.  Time
is actually shorter than we think because something will get everyone eventually and when it does you don't get 
to vote on it; traffic accident, cancer, heart attack or stroke.  None of us are getting out of this alive.  So, it 
seems like a good idea to get out of this with a bunch of treasure stored up for yourself in Heaven.  "Store your 
treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal." Matthew 6:20  
That was good advice.  Jesus was speaking right there and every single thing He said is true.  So, be satisfied 
with what you have here on Earth because you prefer to focus on heavenly treasures.  Actually, it is a pretty 
good idea to pad up your heavenly bank account because you can't take your earthly treasure with you.  Even if 
you have your earthly gold buried with you, your earthly body will simply mummify or rot same as the pharos, 
kings, and all people of old.  That treasure will belong to whoever digs it up and they won't be able to take it 

106



with them either.  “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.” 1 Timothy 6:7  
So, look forward to where you are going to be living and use the earthly time left to you wisely.  Pad-up your 
heavenly bank account you'll be glad you did.  This is immensely superior to saving up money.  Really.  "He is 
no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." Jim Elliott  The longer we live, 
the closer we get to death.  Maybe we should use our remaining time to prepare a really great life for ourselves  
in Heaven.  Of course, it is more appropriate to perform evangelical service out of love of God, rather than 
being motivated by heavenly rewards, however you have to start somewhere and storing up heavenly rewards is
fine for now.  Later when you become more spiritually knowledgeable and sophisticated your motivation will 
naturally evolve.  God has your best path in life all planned.  Just ask and trust Him.  When you were a little kid 
wondering if you wanted to be an astronaut, a fireman, or a scientist, God already had a path laid out for your 
life and it may well have not included any of our childish thoughts.  You may still not know Jesus’ path for your
life because you haven’t trusted Him or asked Him.  That doesn’t mean He doesn’t have a path in mind for your
life.  So, just ask Him and trust Him.  Try it.  

We must have a personal relationship with Jesus to have access to God. "I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6  FYI; An unwritten corollary to this is; If you reject 
Jesus, you have cut yourself off from God, a catastrophically bad idea.  We all must accept Jesus to have a 
personal relationship with God.  So, first of all, just accept Jesus and what He did for us.  We must trust and 
believe that Jesus came to Earth as a man, died for our sins, and in that substitutional atonement, He justified us 
all or made us pure as if we had never sinned in the eyes of God the Father and then Jesus was raised from the 
dead.  This is a one-of-a-kind bio.  Only the Son of God could do this and we should all be plenty grateful that 
He did.  That is the story of the Gospels. "But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God." John 1:12  When you believe in Jesus, your name is automatically recorded in the 
Book of Life, known as the Lamb's Book of Life.  The Lamb is a biblical nickname for Jesus. John 1: 29  When 
your name is recorded in Jesus' Book of Life it cannot be expunged but, at worse, only “blotted out” which 
means made insignificant by God if you return to a sinful earthly life and still, you are  guaranteed eternal life 
with God in Heaven.  Restating; once you are saved, you cannot become unsaved, even if you are a really bad 
character and/or you suffer from all kinds of personal doubts, you are still eternally saved, a pretty darn good 
deal for you or anyone.  "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free."  John 8: 31-32  I would suggest that, once knowing the truth, we can do better than 
just knowing truth, we could also practice the truth to provide spiritual context for the truth in our corrupt 
physical world.  To be free of bondage to sin we need to know and practice the truth.  You don't have to be an 
MLK, just be sort-of a junior assistant coach for Jesus' Word.  That's fine for now, just keep moving toward 
God.  It is easier to steer a big old-fashion truck with no power steering if it is rolling slowly rather than stopped
and where you are heading is towards God.  It is OK to start out slowly, just keep moving.  After a while you 
will be rolling along a bit and then it is easier to steer that truck, which is ourselves, usually towing a big-old 
trailer load of our ignorant, sclerotic and habitual sins.  Soon after that, you will be able to ditch that trailer for 
God and you will be moving right along, Discovering Faith in A Most Improbable God.

Receiving Christ means accepting Him as legitimate and inviting Him, trusting Him to direct your life and if 
you do that, He will sure-enough send you direction.  When you accept Christ, you turn from your current life.  
Your current life may not be evil or bad, but to turn away from your worldly life and towards Christ’s spiritual 
life is a repentance or a changing your mind about what matters and trusting Him to direct you.  You can do it, 
trust that He will not ask you to do something unimaginably impossible because He knows you better than you 
know yourself and He will never ask you to do something impossible just so you will fail.  That would be a 
dumb human trick and Christ pulls no dumb human tricks, ever.  He is unimaginably bigger and better than 
human.  Full stop.  However, there is a difference between Him asking you to do something impossible and 
Him asking you to do something you would rather not do; like give up some bad habit you don't want to give 
up.  You must be willing to give up what God wants you to give up to become what God wants you to become.  
Repeating two big things; 1) When you do something God asks you to do and you really don’t want to do it, 

107



that is when spiritual growth occurs.  2) Grace is the critical asset package.  Ask and you get the whole package,
forgiveness of all past sins and guaranteed entry into the Kingdom of God.  Salvation is a free perk, but all 
further rewards you have to work for, one on one, you and God.  Cool spoiler alert; Obtaining Divine rewards is
not at all like working a disagreeable job.  It is all about having faith in God, which will fundamentally change 
who you are.  Do not allow any person or religion to work you or 'play' you, supposedly on God's behalf.  Trust 
God and his Word, not false religions.  Usually, if He asks you to give up some habit, it is because it is sinful 
and harming others.  So, any reward you have been receiving from that habit is spiritually inappropriate. Point 
of order; It is always better to hunker down on God's side of any spiritual barrier or Chasm.  Full stop.  Which 
side is which is naturally in you and requires no explanation.  You know right from wrong.  There is not enough
room inside a person for both God and sin.  You have to give up one of them and even if you move slowly 
towards God, that's fine for now, just keep moving.  A last point here is from my experience it is not Scriptural; 
Any communication you receive from God will never be cryptic or in language, you don't quite understand.  If 
He speaks to you, it will be in familiar language and you will clearly understand it.  I used to worry because 
there were several things related to the will of God and about trusting Him which were confusing to me.  Are 
the little things that happen in life God punishing me or maybe pointing something out to me?  Is it possible that
He really takes such interest in the small matters of an insignificant person like me?  Much of that subject was 
too cryptic for me and it never occurred to me (dumb as I am) to ask Him for help in understanding on such 
simple if confusing points.  Shouldn't I just understand such simple things?  Well, finally I asked God for help 
in understanding and I received clarity almost immediately and quite to my surprise.  As a result, I now know "I
should be the hero of my own life and not its victim." David Copperfield.  If you ask God for help in 
understanding anything about Christianity that you are have trouble with, you will receive the help you need, 
maybe not immediately as I did in that one particular case, but soon enough.  Really.  You may also receive 
information from God about stuff you are not expecting or talking to Him about.  It is thoroughly delightful to 
get unexpected information from God and I bet it will delight you too, as it does me and vary many Christians.  

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8  In a more immediate sense, to see God's 
work in your life in real-time peruse pureness of heart.  Being pure improves your Spiritual perception and 
understanding.  Focus on God and His values which will uncloud some of your thinking that you didn't even 
realize was clouded by pushing back earthly thoughts and values, relegating them to the landfill.  This creates 
room in you for God to provide innovative, higher more spiritually appropriate thoughts and values. James 1:17 
Invite the Holy Spirit daily in your prayers to instruct you in; purity of heart, faith in God and to know His will 
for your life and guess what?  In a little while, you will receive that and more.  Trust the improbably good and 
loving God to be good to you too and He sure-enough will be.  He has unlimited amounts of love to hand out.  
    
Below is a recap before I sign-out of some of my favorite Bible points.  We were all created by the same loving 
God and all of us have real value to Him; The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. (so to speak)  God loves us all and 
wants a personal relationship with us.  Really.  We are here for a purpose which we can only fulfill through a 
relationship with God.  Trust God who created you in love.  It is easy to trust God because you are trusting the 
one who created you in love.  One way to define sin is when you know what you should do and then you don't 
do it. James 4:17  This is called omission and it is defying God or a challenge to God.  Re-stating this gigantic 
point of order; It is never a good idea to challenge God, not in ignorance (ourselves) not in arrogance, (Goliath) 
not in foolhardiness, (the Pharisees) not at all.  Full stop.  Too bad that so many people don't even realize when 
their behavior is a challenge to God.  So, force yourself to do the right thing especially when you don’t want to 
do it and you will experience spiritual growth.  Also, a last point of order here; If you worship God, you become
more Christ-like.  If you worship material things, you become more materialistic.  We can all see that self-
fulfilling point of order all around us in people who lie, cheat and openly do anything at all to advance 
themselves.  It’s OK to have some financial affairs but they should never be dominant in your life or cause you 
to be dishonest.  You can make a good living, enjoy your job, your life, and still be an appropriate Christian 
pleasing to God.  How do you like them apples, so to speak. 
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A Few Favorite Bible Quotes;
 "When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in the Father, and you are in me, and I am in you." 
John 14:20  Accept Christ and your salvation is guaranteed by God.  That was Jesus speaking.  

 "God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  He canceled the record of the charges against us 
and took it away by nailing it to the cross." Colossians 2:13-14  His sacrifice was completely voluntary, for us. 

 "I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal 
life." 1 John 5:13  God loves you.  He has adopted you and all believers into His personal family. 

"Even before He made the world God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in eyes.  God 
decided in advance to adopt us into his personal family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.  This is 
what he wanted to do and it gave him great pleasure." Ephesians 1:4-5  Yes, God really does want you to come 
to Him through Christ. 

"Don't worry about anything, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has 
done." Philippians 4:6  As a Christian, your prayer is a more privileged platform, guaranteeing God hears you.  

"But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative -that is, the Holy Spirit- he will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I have told you." John 14:26  God gives the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask.  The Holy Spirit will comfort and teach you.  

"Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters."  Luke 11:23, Matthew 
12:30  Acceptance of Jesus is an obligate binary choice, you cannot be uncommitted in the sight of God.  
Acquiescence to evil, because it does not threaten you at the moment, is the same evil in different clothing.  

"But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
wickedness." 1 John 1:9  When you back-slid and do something un-cool, God forgives you if you ask Him.  

"And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some do, but encourage one another, especially now that the 
day of his return is drawing near."  Hebrews 10:25  Join a church and help it grow, which helps you to grow.

"So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal."  2 Corinthians 4:18  Lord, please open our eyes to your spiritual realm.   

"If God is for us, who can be against us?"  Romans 8:31  "You are what the Word of God says you are.  You 
can be what the Word of God says you can be.  You can do what the Word of God says you can do." Dr. James 
Martin, Pastor Mt. Olivet Baptist.  Accept Jesus and you are no longer defined by your weak humanity or your 
old sins but by who you are in God's eyes. 

"For I am not ashamed of this good news about Christ.  It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who 
believes, to the Jew and also to the Gentile."  Romans 1:16  The good news you have received should be shared,
don't be timid, tell everyone.  

"...and take the helmet of salvation and sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God"  Ephesians 6:17  
Respond, don’t react.  Arm yourself against the evil of the world.  Memorize some of your favorite Scripture.

"Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path."  Psalm 119:105  When you become Christian, 
you become a little light of appropriateness for God in this dark and sinful world. 
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Think of the Bible more as a civic information manuscript, rather than a rule book.  This life is about trusting 
God and unselfishness which, counterintuitively, lets you in on an even more rewarding life.  It is vastly more 
important that people see God in a favorable light rather than us.  Our Earthly job is to help make God visible to
the spiritually blind or the unknowing and this is accomplished more through our deeds than our words, 
although words and logic do help; The Argument from Morality, Immanuel Kant who use to say; “Act rationally
in accordance with universal moral law”.  Some people seem blind to that, but I suspect their ignorance is 
voluntary.  Anyway, as believers, we are already guaranteed membership in God's Kingdom.  Let the Gospel 
remind us that for citizens of God's Kingdom there is very much more than this earthly life, way more than just 
the physical.  It is, of course, better for us to know God than to know facts about God, as in memorizing long 
passages of scripture, which is a perfectly fine thing to do, just don't allow that or anything to supplant your 
actual experience of God.  Relational or experiential knowledge consistently beats informational knowledge.  
For now, just think of doing God's work as padding-up your heavenly bank account, encouraging unbelievers to
join us.  Show them slowly, bit by bit through your actions that there is something fantastic to aspire to, which 
is a free gift, not a reward, from God.  When you receive a gift, you make use of it.  If you receive a book, you 
read it.  If you receive a hat, you wear it, assuming it's not too ugly.  So, use your gift of salvation by sharing it. 
This is like fishing; Sometimes you catch something, sometimes you don't, but you can't force the fish to bite.  
Recall that Jesus called Peter and Andrew to be "fishers of men" Matthew 4:18-19 and we should all be.  Let the
Gospel be our net to fish for people whom we will pull out of the quicksand of earthly values and into the pure 
light of eternal life with God.  Be friendly, not forceful and when you do catch someone's attention, reel them in
slowly, patiently, lovingly.  Never rush an unbeliever.  There are plenty of Bible study and other teachers in 
your local church who will help to advance new Christians along the path.  You are not responsible for them 
forever, although they usually become solid friends.  Only spiritual (agape) love can conquer worldly 'auto-
factors' like greed, hate and racism.  Notice Jesus’ life proves this.  Your life on earth is a nonreturnable item, 
you only get one and you don’t get a do-over after you learn more, even though it surely seems to me like that 
would be a really cool idea yet it is no dice on any do-over.  You only get one shot at this.  None of us get to 
make up God’s rules, we only get to live by them, a point which many false religions can’t seem to accept or 
keep straight so they just keep making stuff up to empower themselves rather than empowering Jesus.  It is 
difficult to understand such callosal arrogance but false religions are usually about making money and about 
earthly power, not about Jesus and His critical asset package of Grace which is for everyone.  Even though your
life on earth is a onetime trip, the good news is; you can be forgiven and you get another chance to start over 
fresh every day because of Jesus and His sacrifice on the cross.  When you ask Jesus for forgives today you 
receive it today and completely.  You can start fresh every day, but that is not a license for ongoing 
inappropriateness.  So do as good a job as you can for Jesus.  Conquer the world for Him one or two persons at 
a time and do a good job.  Connect with people, don't correct them.  Empathize don't moralize.  Stay humble 
and always seek God before seeking solutions to earthly problems and surprise, He will give you solutions.  Be 
happy that you can make a positive contribution to the history of the world.  If you steer one single person into 
God's Kingdom, you will be pulling your own weight.  If you steer two people into God's Kingdom, He will be 
most pleased and that puts you in a way-higher spiritual position than just another self-absorbed human building
a pile of earthly wealth often at the expense of fellow humans.  Consider that your role may seem small but it is 
indispensable, it is not inevitable.  If you become arrogant, God may just reassign your bit-part to someone else.
So, be humble, trust Him and go forward with the work, which I can promise you will not escape His notice.  
Instead of using people you have an advantage over, serve them a helping of the good news; be they children or 
unknowing adults.  Harming, exploiting or failing to help the underprivileged or less sophisticated is sinful no 
matter how unimportant they are in the eyes of the world.  All people are spiritually equal.  That is a dose of 
Heavenly, not earthly egalitarianism previously mentioned.  Earthly clout is irrelevant to God and should be to 
us too. "For everyone will be salted with fire." Mark 9:49  Meaning the fire of judgment.  I like the way Paul 
words this in his letter to the Ephesians 4:1-6  "As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy 
of the calling you have received.  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
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Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all."  Thus, it is incumbent upon us to take whatever action 
we can before some inevitable calamity overwhelms our limited earthly ability to perform.  Consider that the 
alternative for unbelievers is grim; to live in hell for all eternity.  Consider for a moment what is at stake for 
those souls you could save, who would likely not be saved except through your effort.  They might think that 
your effort towards them is a pretty darn good idea and for sure God will too.  Remember we all have free will.  
Service to God like redemption, sacrifice, Grace or our acceptance of Grace, are all voluntary.  Denying sin 
creates bondage to sin and accepting Jesus releases us from that bondage. Romans 6:6  We become enslaved by 
our sins and don't even realize we are voluntarily enslaved by our own secretly concealed human greed 
mechanism.  Again, we chronically hide our own inappropriateness from ourselves, The Human Shadow.  This 
mechanism makes it possible for very many people to continue to practiced blind greed forever.  We all have 
free will, even though there are times when we would prefer to forget or overlook the inconvenient fact.  Just 
think of any people you will save as Heavenly wealth much as a child thinks of Trick-or-Treat candy except this
wealth will be stored "in heaven where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal." 
Matthew 6:20  Maybe we should volunteer to exchange our remaining earthly time for Heavenly treasure.  Jesus
will lead us to do His will through His word if that is what we desire.  One more thing I wish to share; Very 
many experiences have shown me that when it comes to dying, unbelievers often feel desperate and want 
someone wise to tell them the truth about God.  When their time comes unexpectedly, they want to hear the 
truth plenty fast.  Therefore, it is better to prepare people with the good news of Jesus so they will accept Him 
before their time comes.  By the way, we should all realize that there are no Heavenly ATMs in hell, no blessing
type of withdrawals are possible from there, in case that crossed your mind.  
                
Recap of what Jesus did for us
This is so important that I can't resist giving one more recap of what Jesus did for us.  He did it all, specifically; 
Jesus, the Son of God, took the punishment for all of the sins of mankind.  He was nailed on the cross receiving 
what we deserved and should have gotten.  He did that for us; so that our sins would be completely forgiven.  
Through that act, He made intercession for us with the Father.  No matter what, we can always look to the cross 
of Christ to be reminded of God’s love for us.  There will never need to be any other sacrifice for our sins.  
When He took them upon himself, He gave us all two things; forgiveness of our sins and Justification or 
righteousness in the eyes of The Father.  Repeating this major point of order; Justification is not a pardon but 
the bestowing a righteous status upon us, as if we had never sinned.  Jesus' crucifixion nearly 2,000 years ago 
was necessary for God's plan of redemption and salvation.  Jesus gave us the gift of Grace, the two part critical 
asset package; forgiveness of sins and eternal life in Heaven available to us all exclusively because of His 
sacrifice.  We are reconciled to The Father through Christ's death (Romans 5:9-10).  Even as Jesus was divine, 
He volunteered to become human so He could suffer and die for our sins (Philippians 2:5-7; Hebrews 2:9)  We 
should always thank God the Father for giving us His Son Jesus Christ to be that perfect sacrifice for the sins of 
all people.   Romans 3:22-24  I also like;  "…the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.  We are justified or made pure as if we had never sinned by his Grace which is a gift through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 3:6  So, all who believe in Christ Jesus are 
eternally saved.  In accepting Jesus' sacrifice in repentance and faith we may go forward in our Christian lives 
with confidence, knowing that through His sacrifice we are justified or forever reconciled to the Father.  Faith is
as faith does, sort of Forest Gumpish but true.  The cross of Christ remains the greatest expression of your 
personal worth.  The Son of God thought you were worth dying for.  This is an improbably good and loving 
God, I would say.  

A Last Side Point 
When our time comes to die, my hope is that we would not wince or try to hang back.  Instead, when our time 
comes, let us push on as enthusiastically as we can muster at the time, on into God's Kingdom and receive our 
rewards.  Meet you there. 
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A Listings of God's promises reprinted from; https://www.openbible.info/topics/gods promises     
          Quotes below are from the ESV

Philippians 4:19  
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Jeremiah 29:11  
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. 

2 Peter 1:4  
By which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 

Psalm 37:4  
Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Romans 8:28  
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose. 

2 Corinthians 1:20 
For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God 
for his glory. 

Philippians 4:6-9  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

1 John 1:9  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

John 3:16  
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 

Isaiah 41:10  
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

1 Corinthians 10:13  
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it. 

Psalm 23:1-6  
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A Psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He 
leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. ... 

John 14:27  
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

John 15:7-8  
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

James 1:5  
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. 

Psalm 84:11  
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from 
those who walk uprightly. 

Joshua 23:14  
And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not 
one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your God promised concerning you. All have come to 
pass for you; not one of them has failed. 

Exodus 15:26  
Saying, “If you will diligently listen to the voice of the Lord your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, 
and give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you that I put on 
the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, your healer.” 

Isaiah 40:29-31  
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be 
weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Jeremiah 30:17  
For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal, declares the Lord, because they have called you an 
outcast: ‘It is Zion, for whom no one cares!’ 

Deuteronomy 31:6  
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. 
He will not leave you or forsake you.” 

Matthew 11:28-29  
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
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Isaiah 49:25  
For thus says the Lord: “Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken, and the prey of the tyrant be rescued, 
for I will contend with those who contend with you, and I will save your children." 

Revelation 21:4  
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

Isaiah 43:2  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 

Romans 4:21  
Fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

Luke 11:13  
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Ezekiel 36:26  
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

Romans 10:9  
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 

Romans 6:23  
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

1 John 2:25  
And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 

Philippians 4:13  
I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

Romans 8:38-39  
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Isaiah 26:3  
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. 

James 4:7  
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

2 Peter 3:9  
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
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2 Peter 3:13   
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Psalm 23:4   
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me. 

2 Corinthians 7:1   
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

Isaiah 54:17   
No weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed, and you shall confute every tongue that rises against you
in judgment. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their vindication from me, declares the Lord.” 

John 3:36   
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God remains on him. 

Proverbs 22:6   
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

2 Timothy 3:16  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 

1 Peter 5:7   
Casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

Isaiah 58:6   
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

Psalm 119:165   
Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble. 

Psalm 34:4   
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 

Psalm 32:8   
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

Joshua 1:9   
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 

2 Chronicles 7:14   
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
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Romans 8:32   
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us 
all things? 

Deuteronomy 31:8   
It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be 
dismayed.” 

Isaiah 54:10   
"For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and 
my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9  
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

Psalm 89:34   
I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. 

John 14:2-3  
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you
may be also. 

Acts 2:38-39   
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

Malachi 3:10   
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there 
is no more need. 

Revelation 21:1-27  
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on 
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” ... 

Hebrews 13:5  
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” 
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Galatians 5:22-23  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. 

Exodus 14:14   
The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. 

Galatians 3:16   
Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to 
many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 

John 5:28-29  
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, 
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of 
judgment. 

Luke 18:27   
But he said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

John 16:13  
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 

Micah 7:19  
He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the 
depths of the sea. 

Isaiah 40:31  
But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall
run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Psalm 91:4-6  
He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and 
buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in 
darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

John 8:36   
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

Psalm 103:12   
As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

Ephesians 2:8   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

Revelation 3:5  
The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the Book of 
Life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 
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Titus 1:2   
In hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began 

1 Kings 8:56   
Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has 
failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. 

Malachi 4:2   
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out 
leaping like calves from the stall. 

Psalm 34:17   
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 

Romans 10:9-10  
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 
and is saved. 

Romans 5:8   
But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 8:1-39   
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ... 

John 3:3   
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Romans 4:13   
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. 

Revelation 1:1-20   
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place.
He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. John to the 
seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven (more sevens) spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood ... 

Psalm 138:7   
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my 
enemies, and your right hand delivers me. 
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Ephesians 2:10  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. 

Isaiah 61:1   
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he 
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound; 

Ephesians   3:16-19     
That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Deuteronomy 28:1-68  
And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I 
command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God. Blessed shall you 
be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your 
ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be your
basket and your kneading bowl... 

Proverbs 3:5-6   
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths. 

Psalm 34:7   
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 

Jeremiah 33:3   
Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. 

Psalm 50:15   
And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 

Revelation 14:1-20  
Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his 
Father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, and they 
were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one 
could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These 
have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for 
they are blameless... 

Hebrews 11:1-40   
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old 
received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that 
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what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable 
sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not 
see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 
having pleased God. ... 

Proverbs 1:33   
But whoever listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster. 

Ephesians 3:20   
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work 
within us, 

Isaiah 41:13   
For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” 

Mark 11:24-25   
Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they 
shall be granter you.  And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that 
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

Isaiah 40:29   
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 

Proverbs 23:24   
The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.
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back cover

A book for people who have been put-off or confused by theatrical commercial Christianity; A hugely 
engaging historical and contextual introduction to the Gospels and the person of Jesus for anyone who has 
not studied the Bible.  A delightful look at the actual man, the times and the culture of the era.  Refreshingly 
light and pleasurable reading, not a chore.  An honest historical point of view is presented as discovery 
rather than authority.  Entertaining and not moralizing, included is the historical as well as a personal 
discovery account.  Much of this information has been long buried in older cryptic language Bibles which 
use Elizabethan or Shakespearean type dialect and it seems that many old-time preachers are just in love 
with such language.  This is a book for the rest of us, in plain English.  The information is consistent with 
Christian doctrine.  Narrator opinions are labeled as separate from historical or cultural information with 
qualifiers; "I think", "likely" or "my guess".  This is a short read for persons who would like the scoop on 
this courageous historical character rather than simply being out of the loop.  Not preachy, this is 
penetrating, intelligent Christian writing for people who have forgotten that they were raised in a Christian 
household and for those who were not.   

Book Country 

About the Author;
John Paul Christian was born two years after WW2 into a French Canadian family and raised Catholic.  
Authoritative papal paternalism and a chronically negative view of humanity caused him to convert to 
atheism at an early age.  Confused by the wording of older edition Bibles he became disinterested in religion 
until the age of fifty-five when an acquaintance reintroduced him to the history of Jesus.  History provided 
renewed interest and the urge to re-explain the story of Jesus to everyday people like himself, who had 
missed it, but this time in plain language and charming historical context.  The existence of an adult and 
straight forward account of the story of Jesus has been conspicuously missing from the public literature.  
Jesus Who is an enjoyable game stab at that account.  
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